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PREFACE. 



This Edition of Mcu^h is Bpecially designed for use in Schools 
and Colleges. The " First Folio *' (1623) has been taken as the 
basis of the text ; and, in departing from it, the emendations 
adopted by Mr Dyce have been more generally followed than 
those of other commentators. In two or three places it has been 
thought advisable to omit short passages, the presence of which 
would have made the work unsuitable for pubHc classes, whether 
of boys or of young ladies, and the absence of which in no degree 
mars the development of the plot, or interrupts the line of thonjgbt 
in the particular passages* It is important to observe, that these 
omissions do not amount to more than twenty *two lines over the 
whole Play ; and that they are omissions, not alterations : this 
the Editor believes to be the only legitimate way of dealing with 
passages which, while it may be left to the discretion of the private 
reader to deal with them as he pleases, certainly become *' objec- 
tionable^' when they have to be publicly read and commented 
upon ia classes of young people. 

The chapters of Hollinshed^s Historie, referring to the reigns of 
Duncan and Macbeth, have been appended to the Introduction. 
No one who reads the Historie and the Tragedy together can have 
any doubt of the source to which Shakespeare is indebted for the 
facts of his Play. These chapters, however, are not printed here 
for the purpose of giving a historical character to the Play, — enough 
is said in the Introduction to show that a very different idea in 
held of its nature, — but in order to exhibit the rough material out 
of which. the Tragedy was framed, side by side with the finished 
work. It is believed that, if youthful readers are led intelligently 
to compare and contrast the Hittorie with the tragedy, they will 
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IV PREFACE. 

attain to a higher conception of Shakespeare^s greatness as a dra- 
matic artist, than by the perusal of many learned commentaries 
and philosophical disquisitions. There is in this the further ad- 
vantage, that it affords a specimen of the ordinary narrative prose 
of the sixteenth century. 

The Notes embrace three different departments of criticism, — 
the grammatical, the philological, and the SBsthetic ; the first, as 
a transition from the ordinary work of English classes to the 
higher study whidi the analytic reading of Shakespeare implies, 
-^the second, in connexion with the more minute study of the 
English language, to which the recent revival of Anglo-Saxon 
learning has led,--*and the third, as an introduction to the study 
of literature as a fine art, in which we have to examine the 
artistic construction of the Play, and to trace the development 
of character. In the Grammatical Notes, the most general 
principles of Analysis have been adopted ; so that they will b^ 
easily intelligible to those who have been accustomed to any of 
the systems now in use. These Notes are also brief; for it seem( 
undesirable that, at this stage, pupils should be detained by the 
minntisB of grammar longer than is necessary for the elucidation 
of the Poet*s thoughts. 

^oiMBUitas, J^lfruitry 18612* 



NOTE TO SECOND EDITION. 

Ths Editor has taken advantage of the call for a Second Edition, 
to separate the Etymological from the Critical and Grammatical 
Notes. He has placed the former in an Alphabetical Vocabulary, 
a form in which they will be more convenient for reference. 

Peeember 1863, 
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INTEODUCTION. 



"The name of Shakespeare,*' says Hallam, ''is tlie greatest in ofnr 
literature : itia the gveatest in all lfteraftiire,"-^3ret how little do we hiow 
of the man who is j^laoed on this pre^eminenoe ; how little of hifl personal 
hTstoiy, at least ; of his education, of his eai'ly life, atid even of his pro- 
fessional career ! We have a mighty resultant, it is true, from which we 
may infer something of the forces that produced it ; but so entirely have 
the achievf^nents of his sovereign mind engrossed as, thAt what of him 
was of the earth, earthy, has» till too late, been allowed to fall into undue 
insignificance, 

The few facts that have been gathered regarding Shakespeare,— for his 
biography is but a mass of iU-Joined fragments,— make his triumph bM 
the more marvellous. He oame in between two illiterate generations $n 
Ids own family ; for we harve it on reliable authority, that neither Ids 
mother nor his daughter could write her name« His father was at one 
time chief magistrate of his borough; but he also was illiterate, as well 
as improvident, and grossly litigious. Shakespeare^s regular education 
was over by his fifteenth year ; he was married, and " upon the world,*' ' 
by his nineteenth. Where, then, was there time for that extraordinary 
in-taking that must have preceded this marvellous out-giving? For 
though native genius is pre-eminent in Shakespeare, it is genius work- 
ing upon rich and varied material, indicating a wonderful range of ac- 
quired knowledge. As to his early career, accounts are vague and per- 
plexing. We are told that he was a glover and wool^dealer with his 
father ; that he was certainly a cattle-dealer and butcher ; that he w.is 
for (Kane time a eonntry schoolmaster; and that he spent some years in 
an attorney's office* Lx so far as these conclusions are drawn from the 
acquaintance he displays in his writings with legal or other terms and 
processes, the inference is a very doubtful one. In that case, Shake- 
speare, like Homer, must have belonged, not to one trade or profession, 
but to all ; for with all he shows, for the purposes of his art, equal fami- 
liarity ; he is 

*' Not one, bat all manklnd*i epitome." 
As well might the time when Shakespeare lived be called in question, go 
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VI INTBODUCTION. 

applicable ftre hU "thoughts that Hve** even to our own daj; bo true 
IS it that 

"Be was not of an Age, bat for «U time.** 

All the fikots we know regarding Shakespeare may be thrown into < 
▼erj brief table :— 



A.D. 

1564. 

1U71. 
1678. 

1582! 

1586. 



1592. 
I595w 

1597. 

1598. 



1601. 
1602. 

1605. 
1609. 
1613. 



1616 



52. 



April 23 (?)• Bom at Stratford-on-Avon, where his father was 

a wool-comber. 
At school Bt Stratford. 
Withdrawn from sohool, probablj owfnff to his father's mis- 

fortunesy andjaut to wool-combmg with his father. 
Married Anne Hathaway, seven or eight years his senior, the 

daughter of a neighbouring farmer. 
Went to London, having probably met with itinerant pkyeni 

at Stratford, and thereby had his dramatic genius kmdled. 

In Iiondon he joined the Blackfriar's Theatre,, at first, it is 

said, in a very humble capacity. We have absolutely no 

information regarding this part of his career. A tract, 

published by Greene, the dramatist, in 
Is oelieved to refer to Shakespeare, and the reference indicates 

that his success bad already^ excited the Jealousv of rivals. 
The Globe Theatre built» to which the Blackfriaar s company^ 

with Shakespeare, was transferred. Here he must have 

prospered ; for we find that in 
Ho purchased New Place, one of the best houses in his native 

town, to which he appears already to have had thoughts of 

retiring. 
Francis Meres published his WU^s Faney, ftom which* we 

learn the names of the works of Shakespeare,^ written and 

known to the pubHo before this date. Tbe Hit inolodes The 

Merchant of Venieet A Midtummer Ifighi^a Dream, Michatd 

the J%irdt etc.j etc. In the same year we fipd his name 
^ at the head of the ''cast" for Ben Jonson*s JSvery Man 

Death of his father. 

Pu^hased an extensive piece of land in Old Stratford. 

Last mention of his name as an actor, in Ben Joiid<»n*a Se j eawM* 

I^nehased a hu^wopierty at Stratford. 

His sonnets pubUtfhed* ^ . . ^ . 

Bought a house near the BUickfriar*s Theatre^ Shortly there- 
after he appears to have retired to Stratford, and to have 
ceased to have any connexion', with the stage, occupying 
himself with the supervision of hia property, and tiie affaii^ 
of his native town. 

A^l 23d, Shakespeare died, and was buried on the 25th 
in Stratford Church* 
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yu 



., Shakespeiune^ literary b'fe^ extendipg from his amval in London in 
1586 till bis return to Stratford in 1613, has been divided into tl^ree 
periods, eacb marked by a certain well-defined cbdracter. , The first 
period, wbicb closes witb 1593, Sbakespeare's 29tb year, may be called 
tbe probationary period in bis careier ; and as compared witb bis subse- 
quent works, ibose produced in it, wbicb are cbiefly Comedies, indicate 
tiie partial maturity of bis still youtbful mind, 
'fbe works belonging to tbis peri6d are : — 



1. LoTe*iLaboarIiO«l(aftennurd8 altered). 

3. Oomedy of Enron 

3. Two Qenttemen of Yeropa. 



Humlet, 

Borneo and Joliei, 



} 



Pint iketehee, 
aflenratde le- 
wiitten. 



In. tbe second period, consisting of tbe sticceeding seven years, tbe 
dramatist*s genius was prolific to a degree wbicb is almost increcKble, 
especially wbeki we consider tbe magnificent and enduring quiaJities of 
tbe productions. In tbese few years be produced fifteen originid plays, 
includhig Idl bis great Englisb Histories, and tbe eight most feunous 
Comedies, besides altering and adapting four otber plays tbAt bear bis 
name. Tbe extraordinary actiyity of tbis period in 8bake8peare*s life, 
is its most striking feature; viewed, bowever, b connexion witb ibe 
development of bis mind, it may be termed tbe cbjoctke stage, for it 
is tbat in wbicb character is exhibited most generally in action, and ih 
wbicb tbe feelings and passions operate towards certain results rather 
than as indicadons of specific mental moods. 

In tbis period be produced >— 

6. £ 

7. Ba 

9. Kl 

10. Ki « , 

11. KU . «• VdoobtftJl. 

12. King Henry ri.. Part iU. J 

13. TitwAndronieiiiCdoubtftal), 

: But if this is the time of tbe predominant objectivity of Shakespeare's 
mind, that which succeeds is pre-eminently its wbJecHv^ period. It is 
noteworthy tbat all the three periods are Ihiked together by the tragedy 
of Borneo and Jidietf which having been first sketched towards the close 
of tbe first, was re^written at the end of tbe second, and indeed marks the 
transitioo ficom the mirthful and active tone of that period to the tbougbt- 
fiil and serious vein of the concluding stage. To that period, wbicb 
began %itb tbe first year oftbe seventeenth century, bekmg tbe noblest 
of 9bakeepeare*s works: there tbe Poet*s imagination takes its loftiest 



u. 



t 



14. The Taming of the Shrew. 
16. The Mefebant of Teniee. 
16. A Mtdsuramer Night's Dream. 
] 7. All** Well tbat Ends Well 
38. If adi Ado about Nothing: 

19. As To« Like It. 

20. Twelfth mgu:. 

21 Meny Wires of Windsor.. 

82. Romeo aa4 Juliet (re-wr^tteb). 
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INTBODUOTION. 



flights, and at ihe tame time attains to the greatest d^th of qviet, power- 
itil, philosophic thought. They are :— 



28. Otbdlo. 

24. HankloiCn-iiillInX 

26. King Leu. 
28. Macbeth. 

27. King Henry riii. 

28. Pericles (doubtful). 

29. Goriolaaus. 
80. Juliw C 



81 Antony and Oleopatn. 
32. Tim<mofAthflins. 
88. Ttoilua and Oreadda. 
81 Meamire fw M eaBnx«. 
86. Oymbeline. 
86. The Winter's Tale. 
ST. The Tcmpeetw 



The tragedy of Madteih (written, acoording to Malone, in 1606), with 
which we are at present more immediately concerned, belongs to this 
latest and most reflective period. It is important to remember this, 
in estimating the character of that vroA* It has, no doabt, a historical 
basis, as may be seen by comparing it with the following chapter of Hoi- 
Unshed ; but it i« not as a history, in the same sense as JSichord IIL or 
H^ry IV, is a history, that Maebeih is to be regarded and studied* 
Unless we view it as a skilful and wonderful development of character, 
indicatmg close acquaintance with the workioga and tendencies of the 
human heart, it will appear to be little else than an accumulation of 
honors. In the words of Steevens, " a picture of conscience encroaching 
on fortitude, of magnanimity once animated by virtue, and afterwards 
extinguished by guilt, was what Shakespeare meant to display in the 
character and conduct of Macbeth." 



ABBREVtATTONS USED IN THE NOTES. 



adv., adverbiaL 
A.'d., Anglo-Saxon. 
Ar,, Arable. 
att, attributivb. 
d,, clause. 
eomp., compare. 
eO70., conjunction. 
constT,, construe. 
cor., correlative. 
dim., diminutive. 
Dut., Dutch. 
^f., Irsnch. 
fr., from. 
&er., Gennaa. 
CMK,Q<iQde, 



BcH., Holllnshed. 
intefy., inteijectlon. 
JsL, Icelandic. 
It, Italian. 
Zat, Latin. 
lit., literally. 
M.'Ooth., Maeso-Gothlc 
n., noun. 
phr., phrase. 
prep., preposition. 
8e., Scottish. 
S.'G(jth., Sueo-Gothio. 
icil.', sdlioet. 
ioh., wliich is^ 
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THE RBIONS OF DUNOAN AND MACBETH. 

EXTBAOTED FBOlf BAFHAELL H0LLIN8SED*8 '^HISTOmB Or 800II.AXfD.' 



1. After Malcolme succeeded liis nephne Dtmcane^ the son of Ids 
daughter Beatrice ; for Malcolme had two daughters^ the one which was 
this Beatrice being giuen in mariage vnto one Abbanath Crinen^ a man of 
great nobilitie, and Thane of the lies and west parts of Scotland, bare of 
that mariage the foresaid Duncane ; the other, called Boada, was maried 
unto Sinell, the Thane of Glammis, by whom she had issue one Makbeth, 
a valiant gentleman, and one that^ if he had not beene somewhat craell of 
nature, might haue beene thought most worthie the gouemment of a 
realme. On the other part, Duncane was so soft and gentle of nature, 
that the people wished the inclinations and manners of these two cousins 
to haue beene so tempered and interchangeablie bestowed betwixt them, 
that where the one had too much of clemencie, and the other of cnieltie, 
the meane vertue betwixt these two extremities might haue reigned by in- 
different partition in them both, so should Duncane haue proued a woorthie 
king, and Makbeth an excellent capteine. The beginning of Duncanes 
reigne was verie quiet and peaceable, without anie notable trouble ^ but 
after it was perceiued how negligent he was in punishing offondors, manie 
misruled persons tooke occasion thereof to trouble the peace and quiet 
state of the common-wealth, by seditious commotions, which first had 
their beginnings in this wise. 

2. Banquho the thane of Lochquhaber, of whom the house of the Stew- 
ards is de^cendedi the which by order of linage hath now for a long time 
inioied the crowne of Scotland, euen till these our dales, as he gathered 
the finances due to the king, and further punished somewhat sharpelie 
such as were notorious offeiidors, being assailed by a number of rebels in- 
habiting in that countries and spoiled of the monie and all other things, 
had much a doo to get awaie with life, after he had receiued sundrie grie« 
nous wounds amongst them. Yet escaping their hands, after hee was 
somewhat recouered of his hurts, and was able to ride, he repaired to the 
court, where making his complaint to the king in most earnest wise, he 
purohased at length that the offendors were sent for by a sergeant at armes. 
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tQAppeure to auke aaiwer T&to 9«c]i mftM^en as should be laid to tl^eir 
chaige ; but they angmentiDg their mischiefous act with a more wioked 
deed, after they had migiited tha messenger with sundrie kinds of re- 
proches, they flnallie slue him also. 

S. l%en doubting not but for such contemptuous demeanor against the 
kings regall anthoritie, they should be inuaded with all the power the 
king could make, Makdowald^ one of great estimation among them, making 
first a donfoderaoift wifeb his neerett ^friends and kiitsmeni tooke ypon him 
to be chiefs capteine of all such rebels as would stand against the kingj in 
maintenance of their grieuous offenses latelie committed against him. 
Mecnie slanderous words also, and rsiling tants this Mi^dowald Tttered 
against his prince, calling him a faint-hearted milkesop, more meet to 
goueme a sort of idle moonks in some cloister, than to haue the rule of 
such valiant and bardie men of warre as the Soots were. He vsed ^also 
such subtill persuasions and forged allurements, that in a small time he 
bad gotten togither a mightie power of men ; for out of the westeme lies 
there came vnto him a great multitude of people, offering themselues to 
assist him in that rebellious quarell, and out of Ireland in hope of the 
.spoUe came no small number of Kenies and GWoglasses, oijering gladlie 
to senie vnder him, w;hither it should please him to lead tham. 

4. [Narrates how at the first ^akdowald discomftted the king's power : 
how the king, in his perplexity, called a council of his nobles ; and how 
sun<h7 advices were pro^ered to him.] At length Makbeth speaking 
much agaiiist the kings softnes, and ouennuoh slacknesse in punishing 
offendon, whereby they had such time to assemble together, he promised 
notwithstanding, if the charge were committed vnto )um and vmto Banquho, 
so to order the matter, that the rebels should bo shortly vanquished i 
quite put downe, and that not so much as one of them shoiild be found to 
make resistance within the conntrie. 

5. And euen so it came to passe : tor being sent foorth ^th a new 
power, at his entering into Lochquhaber, the fame of his comming put the 
enitnies in such feare, that a great number of them stale secretlie awaie 
f^m their capteine Makdowald, who neuerthelesse inforced thereto, gaue 
battell vnto Makbeth, with the residue which remained with him : but 
being overcome, and fleeing far refhge into a castell (within the which his 
wife ft ehildren were inclosed) at length when he saw how he could 
neither defend the hold aaie longer against his enimias, nor yet vpon sur- 
render be suffered to depart with life saued, bee first slua his wife and 
ohildren, and lastUe himselfe, least if he had yeelded simplie^ he should 
bane beene executed in most cruell ^lose for an e3cample to other. Hak- 
"beth entring into tha eastell by the gates, as then set open, found the ear- 
easse of Makdowald lieng dead there amongst the residue of the slame 
bodies, which when he beheld, remitting no peeoe of his erueU natuse 
with <^t pitifhU sight, he caused the head to be out off, and set vpon a 
poles end, and so sent it as a present to the king, who sa then laie at Bei- 
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tbft. Hm headlesse tmoke ho eommandkl to b«e hoonp Tpoa ad big^ 
paire of gallowes. 

6. [Deaoribes how "tho IlBiidine& conoeived a deadlie grudge towaida 
Makbeth/* calliiig him *' a crvell murtherer/' becavM of the heavy fines and 
pnmshmenta he inflicted on them ; how he was on th^ point of marchlBg 
against them with an anny> bnt was dissuaded by his fhends.] Thus wa« 
iustice and law restored againe to tiie <kld accostomed conise, by the dili- 
gent means of Makbeth. Immediatelie wherevpon wooid came that Susne 
King of Norway was amued in Fife with a puiBsant annie> to subdue the 
whole realms of ScoUand. 

7. [Contains a digression to e]q[ilain that this Sneno was the second son 
of that Sueno who drove Ethelred fsom the throne of £nglaiid« and wasv 
therefore, brother of Canute the Great. It also explains that Canute and 
Edmund Ironside agreed to fight a duel for the crown.] 

8. [Describes the duel, and their agreement to divide the kingdonu] 

9. But now touching the aniw^ll of Sueno the Norwegian king in Fi£e 
(as before is expressed) ye shall vnderstaud, that the pretense of his 
eomming was to rewenge the slaughter of his vncle, Camus, and other of 
the Danish nation slaine at Barre, (>owdane, and Gemmer. The crtteltj,e 
of this Sueno was such^ th%t he neither spared man, woman, nor child> of 
what age, condition or degree soeuer they were. Whereof when K. IHin- 
cane was certified, he set all slouthfnll and lingering delaies apart, and 
began to assemble an «rmio in most speedie wise, like a verie valiant 
eapteine ; for oftentimes it happeneth, that a dull coward and slouthfull 
person, constreined by necessitie, beoommeth verie bardie and actine. 
Therefore when his whole power was come togither, he diuided the same 
into three battels. The first was led by Makbeth, the second by Banqnho, 
h the King himselfe gonemed in the maine battell or middle ward, 
wherein were appointed to attend and wait vpon his person the most part 
of all the residue of the Scotish nobilitie. 

10. 11, 12, 13. pescribe the meeting of the Scots with th« Panes at 
Culross ; the defeat of the Scots ; the flight of Duncane to Castell Bertha, 
where he is besieged by Sueno ; the device whereby Dunoane sent drugged 
wine to the Panes, and how, when they were overcome with sleep and 
stupor, Makb^Ui fell npon them and slanghtered them], so that of the 
whole number there escaped no more but onelie Sneno him«eUe and ten 
other persons, by whose helpe he got to his ships lieng at irode in the 
mouth of Taie. [Sueno escaped with only one ship, the rest of his fleet 
being destroyed by tk storm. The Scots celebrate their victory by proces- 
sions and solemn thanksgivings to almighty God.] 

li, Butwhilest.the people were tiins at their processionsj woordwas 
brought that a new fleet of Danes was arriued at Eingoome» sent thither 
by Canute King of England, in reuenge of his brother Suenos ouettb7QW> 
To resiH these ouemies, which were alreadie landed, and husie in spoUiog 
the oountrie, Makbeth and Banquho were sent with the kings authoritit. 
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who hauing with them a conuenient power, incountred the enimiesy slue 
part of them, and chased the other to their ships. They that escaped and 
got once to their ships, obteined of Makbeth for a great siimme of gold, 
that such of their friends as were slaine at this last bickering, might be 
Juried in Saint Oolmes Inch. In memorie whereof, manie old sepultures 
are yet in the said Inch, there to be seene granen with the armes of the 
Danes, as the maner of burieng noble men still is, and heeretofore hath 
beene vsed. A peace was also concluded at the same time betwixt the 
Danes and Scotishmen, ratified (as some haue written) in this wise : That 
from thencefoorth the Danes should neuer come into Scotland to make anie 
warres against the Scots by anie maner of meanes. And these were the 
warres that Duncane had with forren enimies, in the seuenth yeere of his 
reigue. 

15. Shortlie after happened a strange and vncouth woonder, which 
afterward was the cause of much trouble in the realme of Scotland, as ye 
shall after heare. It forttlned as Makbeth and Banquho ioumied towards 
Fores, where the king then laie, they went sporting by the waie togither 
without other companie, saue onelie themselues, passing thorough the 
woods and fields, when suddenlie m the middest of a laund, there met 
them three women in strange and wild apparell, resembling creatures of 
elder world, whome when they attentiwelie beheld, woonderingmuch at the 
sight, the first of them spake and said : — 

'' All haile Makbeth, thane of Ghimmis ! " 
(for he had latelie entered into that dignitie and office by the death of his 
father Sinell). The second of them said:— 

** Haile Makbeth thane of Cawder ! ** 
But the third said:— 

''All haUe Makbeth that heereafter shalt be king of Scotland 1 '* 

16. Then Banquho : '^ What manner of women (saith he) are you, that 
eeeme so little fauourable vnto me, whereas to my fellow heere, besides 
high offices, ye assigue also the kingdome, appointing foorth nothing for 
me at all ?** " Yes (saith the first of them) we promise greater benefits 
vnto thee, than vnto him ; for he shall reigne in deed, but with an vn- 
luckie end : neither shall he leaue anie issue behind him to succeed in his 
place, where contrarilie thou in deed shalt not reigne at all, but of thee 
those shall be borne which shall goueme the Scotish kingdome by long 
order of continuall descent." Herewith the foresaid women vanished 
immediatlie out of their sight. This was reputed at the first but some 
vaine fantastical! illusion by Makbeth and Banquho, insomuch that 
Banquho would call Makbeth in lest, king of Scotland; and Makbetb 
againe would call him in sport likewise, the father of manie kings. But 
afUrwards the common opinion was, that these women were either the 
weird sisters, that is (as ye would say) the goddesses of destinie, or else 
some njrmphs or feiries, indued with knowledge of prophecie by their 
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ltecr<naantioall science, l)icaiise euerie tlung c4me to passif ae tti^ htA 
spoken. For shortlie after, the Thane of Oawder being condemned at 
Fores of treason against the king committed; his lands, linings, and 
offices were giuen of the kings liberalitte to Makbeth. 

17. The same night after, at snpper, Banquho iested with him and said ; 
'* Now Makbeth thou hast obteined those things which the two fbnner 
sisters prophesied, there remaineth onelie for thee to purchase that which 
the third said should come to passe. Wherevpon Makbeth renolning 
the thing in his mind, began euen then to deuise how he might atteine to 
the kingdome ; but yet he thought with himselfe that he must tarie a 
time, which should aduance him thereto (by the Piuine Prouidence) as It 
had come to passe in his former preferment. But shortlie after It chanced 
that King Duncane, hauing two sonnes by his wife which was the dangh^ 
ter of Siward earle of Northumberland, he made the elder of them, called 
Malcolme, prince of Cumberland, as it were thereby to appoint him his 
successor in the kingdome, immediatlie after his deceasce. Mackbeth sore 
troubled herewith, for that he saw by this means his hope sore hindereo 
(where, by the old lawes of the realme, the ordinance was, that if he that 
should succeed were not of able age to take the «harge vpon himselfe, ht 
that was next of bloud vnto him should be admitted) he began to take 
counsell how he might vsurpe the kingdome by force, hawing a iust 
quarell so, to doo (as he tooke the matter) for that Duncane did what in 
him lay to defraud him of all maner of title and elaime, which he might in 
time to come, pretend vnto the crowns 

18. The woords of the three word sisters also (of whom before ye hvae 
heard) greatlie incouraged him herevnto, but speciallie his wife lay sore 
vpon him to attempt the thing, as she that was verie ambitious, burning 
in vnquenchable desire to beare the name of a queene. At length 
therefore, communicating his purposed intent with his trustie friends, 
amongst whome Banquho was the chiefest, vpon confidence of their promised 
aid, he sltiethe king at Enuerns, or (as some say) at Botgoswane, in the 
sizt yeare of his reigne. Then hauing a companie about him of such as he 
bad made priuie to his enterprise, he caused himselfe to be procisiraed 
king, and foorthwith went vnto Scone, where (by common oonsefnt) he 
)«ceiued the idutoture of the kingdome acoording to the aeenstomed 
manear. The bodie of Duncane was first eonneied vnto lagine, k there 
buried in kinglie wise ; but afterwards it was rsmoued and eonueied vnto 
OolmekUl, and there laid in a sepulture amohgst his predecessors, in the 
yeare alter the birth of our Sauiour, 1046. 

19. Maloolme Gammore and Dcoald Bane, the sons of King Duncane, 
lor feare oi tiieir liaes (which they might well know that Mackbeth would 
seeke to bring to cttid for his more sure oonfirmation in the estate) fled 
into Oumberland, where Malcotae x«nMuned, till t^e that Saint Bdward 
the Sonne of flthelred recouered the doiitdnioa of England from the Danish 
power> the which Edwatd received Makotaie by way of most friendHe 
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tmeaff^iaoMAt ; hvtt Domdd |MMMd ott^r ibto Ii^l«iid> wBere be Wm teM«i^ 
^^usi^idied by the king of that lancL Makbeth, after the departure tiiitir cf 
DiitiQaneA 80ime8> vsed great tiberalitie towi^ tbe nobles ^f the inealm^, 
thereby to irin their &uoiir, atod -when he «aw ^at no man -went abottt fo 
troablehim, he set hit whole intention to mainteine itstioe/and tdpimish all 
enormities and abases, which had dhaneed throngh the feeble and slottth- 
f^U administration of Dtmcane. And td bring his t>nTpose the better to 
passe wiliioat anie trouble or great bosinesee, he denised a snbtill wile-to 
bring all offendon and misdooers vnto ittsldcei soliiciting soiSdde of his 
Uege people with high rswards, to challenge and appesle such as most ep- 
pressed the commons, to come at a day and place appointed, to fight singu- 
lar eombats within barriers, in triall of their accnsaHons. When these 
theenes, barretters, and other oppressors of the innocent people were come 
to darren battell in this wise (as is said) they were streight waies appre- 
hended by armed men, and trussed vp in halters on gibbets, according as 
they had iustlie desemed. The residne of misdooers that were left, wei^ 
piiniiked and tamed in sneh sort, that manie yeares after all th^and 
mifllngs were little heard of, the people iniofeng the blissefall benefit of 
good peace and tranqnillitie. Mackbeth shewing himselfethns a most dili- 
gent pnnisher of 411 iniaiies and wrongs attempted by aniedisordei^ per- 
sons within his realme, was accounted the sure defence and bucklcar of 
iiino<$eftt pisbple ; and hereto he also applied his whole endengr to cause 
yo6ng men to exercise themselues in vertuous manors, and tata of the 
church to attend their diuine service according to their vocations. 
' 20. He caused to besloine sundrie thanes, as of Cathnes, Sutheiland, 
Stranaueme, and Bos, because through them and their seditious attempts, 
mudi tipouble dailie rose in the realme. He appeased the ti-oublesome 
state of GkiUoway, and slue one Makgill a tyrant, who had manie yeares 
before passed hothing of the regale authoritie or power. To be briefe, 
siich were the woortMe dooings and princielie acts of this Mackbeth in the 
administnition of thereahne, that if he had atteined th«revntobyrightfidl 
means, and continued in vprightnesse of iustlGe ashe began, tiU the end of 
hitreigne, he might well haue beene numbred amongest l&e most noble 
- prince l^at anie where had reigned. He made manie holesome laws and 
statutes for the publike weale of his subieotB. 

[Here followes an enumeration of *f Lawes made by King Makbeth/set 
focrtth according to Hector BoBtius."] 

' 21. These and the like commendable lawes If akbetii caused to be put as 
then in vse, goueniing the realme for the space often yiares inequall 
itaitiee. But this Was but a counterfeit zeale of equitie shewed by him, psfit- 
lie against his naturall inclination to purchase thereby the fauoiff of the 
people. < Shortlie after, he began to shew what he waa, in stead of equitie 
praetlrfng Jtrueltie. For the prieke of conscieAce (as it ehaneeth ever :fh 
tyrants, and such as atteine to anie estate by vnrighteous means) caused 
him euer to feare, least he should be serued of the same cup, as he had 
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^▼ol^d not out of his miBd, whieh m they promised him the kingdoiDe* 90 
lUcewise did they pfomise it at thosame time TUto the postezitie^f 3«a* 
^oho. He willed therefore the same Baoquho with his sonne mraied 
Fleance, to come to a supper that he had prepared for them, whieh uraa in 
deed^ as ^e had deuised> present death at the hands of eertauxe mtndeorem, 
whom he hired to execute that deed^ appointiBg them to meete.ifith the 
same BaiM|iiho and his sonne without the palace, aa they retmsied to Hmt 
lodgings, and there to slea them, so that he would not have hit house 
slandered, hut that in time to come he might demure himselfe> if imie thing 
were laid to his ohazge vpon anie suspicion that might arise. 

22. It dianced yet by thehenefit of the darke night, that thougjb the 
father were slaine, the so&ne yet by the helpe of Almig^e Q06, res^aruisig 
him to better fortmie> escaped that danger : and afterwards hauing Bome 
.mkeling <by the admoAition of somefHeads which he had in theeourt) 
how his life iras sought no lesse than his fiithen, who was slaine nei by 
ot^mcemedlie (as by the handling of the matter Makbeth would hane had 
it to appedJN) but euen Tpon a prepensed deuise : whereupon toauoid ta^ 
ther pofill he fled into Wales. [The naraative here makes a long digres- 
sion, in whieh tiie hist(»y d £*leanee aad hk descendants, the B«^l 
-8tewarts> is minutely traced.] 

23. JkSw the contriued slaughter of Baaquho> nothing prospered 
wHh the foresaid Ifakboth : for in maner euerie man began to doubt his 
owne life, aitd durst vnneth* appeare in the kiogs presence;, aad 
6«ien atf there were manie that stood in feare of him, so likewise stood he 
bi feine of maniei in such sort that he began to make those awaie/^ ooe 
surmized cauillation or other^ whome he thougnt most able to worke him 
.anie displeasure* 

24. At length he found such sweetnesse by putting his nobles thua to 
.^liSath, that hia- earnest thirst after Moud in this behalfe m|^t in no wise 

be satisfied ; for ^ must eminder he wan double pioflt (as hee thou^t) 
:hereby : for first they were rid out of the way whome he feared^ and then 
againe his eoffers were iittiehed by i^elr goods which were forfeited to 
liis Tse, whereby ho mij^t better mainteine a i^rd of armed men about 
him to defend his person from iniurieof them whom he had inaoiesus- 
.'picion^ Further^ to the end he mi{^t the more cmeUie oppiessehis 
subiects with all tyrantlike WrOngs> he btvQded a strong castell on the top 
ixf aitt hiohiU called Dimsinase, situftteili Qowrie, tell miles Iroim Perth, 
lok fluch a proud height that, standing there ^oft^ a man might behold 
well neero all the ooustries of Angi», Fife, ^termond, and Emedale, as it 
wei^ tieng Yndemeiith bim« This ca«teU then being* founded '<m tho top 
of that h|e^ hiH, pui the reldme to great charges before it was finished, 
fbr aU tho stuffe necetfsarie to 4ihe building, couH not bo brought 1^ with- 

. , ., . , • With diffloultjt. 
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out much toUe and bosinease. But Jdakbeth beiag once detenalfted to^ 
haue the worke go forward, caused the thanes of each shire within the 
realme to come and helpe towards that building, eaoh majk his cowie 
about. 

SKf. At the last, when the tume fell vnto Makdujffe Thane of Fife t^ 
build his part, he sent workemen with all needful! prouision, and com* 
manded them to shew such diligence in eusrie behalfe, that no oocasiop. 
might bee giuen for the king to find fault with him, in that he came not 
himselfe as other had djbone, which he refused to doo, for doubt least the 
king bearing him (as he partlie vnderstood) no great good will, would laie 
violent xuinds vpon him, as he had doone vpon diuarse others. Shortlie 
after, Makbeth comming to behold how the worke went forward, and 
bioause he found not Makduffe there, he was sore olSended, and said ; ** I 
perceiue this man will neuer obeie my commandements, till he be ridden 
with a snaffle ; but I shall prouide well inough for him." Nrntiier could 
he afterwards abide to looke vpon the said Makduffe, either for that he 
thought his puissance ouer great ; either else for that he had learned of 
certeine wizzards, in whose words he put great confidence (for that the 
prophesie had happened so right, which the three faries or weird-sisteni 
had declared vnto him), how that he ought to take heed of Makduffe, who. 
in time to come should seeke to destroie him. 

26. And suerlie hereupon had he put Makduffe to death, but that a 
certeine witch, whome hee had in great trust, had told that h& shmiM 
netter be slaine with man boms qf ame tooi»a»„ nor vanquished HU the 
wood of Bimane eame to the Castell of Jhmsinane, By this prophesie 
Makbeth put all feare out of his hearte, supposing he might doo what he 
would, without anie feare to be punished for the same ; for by the one 
prophesie he beleeued it was vnpossible for anie man to vanquish him, and 
by the other vnpossible to slea him. This vaine hope caused him to doo 
manie outragious things, to the greeuous oppression of his subiects. At 
length Makduffe, to auoid perill of life, purposed witUiimselfe to passe 
into England, to procure Malcolme Canmiore to olaime the crowne of 
Scotland. But this was not so secretlie deuised by Makduffe, but that 
Makbeth had knowledge giuen him thereof ; for kings (as is said) haue 
sharpe sight like vnto Lynx, and long ears like vnto Midas. For Makbeth 
had in euerie noble mans house, one slie fellow or other in fee with him, 
to reueale all that was said or doone within the same, by which slight he 
oppressed the most part of the nobles of his realme. 

27. Immediatlie then, being aduertised whereabout Makduffe went, he 
eame hastily with a great power into Fife, and foorthwith besieged the 
castell where Makduffe dwelled, trusting to haue found him therein. 
They that kept the house, without anie resistance opened the gates, and 
suffered him to enter, mistrusting none euilL But neuerthelesse Makbeth 
most cruellie caused the wife and children of Makduffe, with all other 
whom he found in that castell, to be slaine. Also he confiscated the goods 



Digitized 



by Google 



TfiS RBrCTKS OF DUNCAN AND MACBSTH. 17 

of MAkduffe^ proolaimed him traitor, and confined him out of all the parts 
of his realme ; but Makduife was alreadie escaped out of danger, and 
gotten into England vnto Maleolme Oammore, to trie what purchase hee 
might make by means of his support, to reuenge the slaughter so cruellie 
estecnted on bis wife, his children, and other friends. At his comming 
vnto Maloolme, he declared into what great miserie the estate of Scotland 
was brought, by the detestable cruelties exercised by the tyrant Makbeth, 
hauing committed manie horrible slaughters and murders, both as well of 
the nobles as commons, for the which he was hated right mortallie of all 
his liege people, desiring nothing more than to be deliuered of that 
intollerable and most heauie yoke of thraldome, which they susteined at 
such a caitifes hands. 

28. Maloome hearing Makdnffes woords, which he vttered in verie la- 
mentable sort, for meere compassion and verie ruth that pearsed his sor- 
owfull hart, bewailing the miserable state of his countrie, he fetched a 
deepe sigh ; which Makduffe perceiuing, began to fall most eamestlie in 
hand with him, to enterprize the deliuering of the Scotish people out of 
the hands of so cruell and blondie a tyrant, as Makbeth by too manie 
plaine experiments did shew himselfe to be : which was an easie matter 
for him to bring to passe, considering not onelie the good title he had, but 
also the earnest desire of the people to haue some occasion ministred, 
whereby they might be reuenged of those notable iniuries, which they 
dailie susteined by the outragious crueltie of Makbeths misgouemance. 
Though Maleolme was verie sorowfull for the oppression of his countrie- 
men the Scots, in maner as Makduffe had declared ; yet doubting whether 
he were come as one that ment vnfeinedlie as he spake, or else as sent 
from Makbeth to betraie him, he thought to haue some further triall, and 
therevpon dissembling his mind at the first, he answered as followeth : 

29. " I am tmlie verie sorie for the miserie chanced to my countrie of 
Scotland, but though I haue neuer so great affection to reliene the same, 
yet by reason of oerteine incurable vices, which reigne in me, I am no- 
thing meet thereto. First, sueh immoderate lust and voluptuous sensu- 
alitie (the abhominable founteine of all vices) followeth me, that if I were 
made King of Scots, I should seeke to defloure your maids and matrones, 
in such wise that mine intemperancie should be more importable vnto you, 
than the bloudie tyrannic of Makbeth now is." Heerevnto Makduffe an- 
swered : " This Buerlie is a verie euill fault, for manie noble princes and 
kings haue lost both lines and kingdomes for the same ; neuerthelesse 
there are women enow in Scotland, and therefore follow my counsell. 
Make thyselfe king, and I shall conueie the matter so wlselie, that thou 
shalt be so satisfied at thy pleasure in such secret wise, that no man shall 
be aware thereof." 

80. Then said Maleolme, " I am also the most auaritious creature on 
the earthy so that if I were king, I should seeke so manie waies to get lands 
and goods, that I would slea the most part of all the nobles of Scotland by 

B 
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sunnized accnsatioiis, to the end I might enioy their lands, goods, and 
possessions ; and therefore to show yon what mischiefe may insne on yon 
through mine vnsatiable conetousnes, I will rehearse nnto yon a fable." 
[Malcolme then teUs the fable of the wonnded fox, that refused to allow 
the flies to be driven from its sore, lest fresh and hungry flies should settle 
on it, and suck more of its blood than those that were already partly satis- 
fied ;— in like manner, the Scots were better with the half-exhausted 
tyranny of Makbeth than with Malcolme, whose blood-thirst was yet 
wholly unappeased.] 

81. Makduffe to this made answer, how it was a far woorse fault than the 
other : " For auarice is the root of all mischiefe, and for that crime the 
most part of our kings haue beene slaine and brought to their flnall end. 
Yet notwithstanding follow my counsell, and take ypon thee the crowne. 
There is gold and riches inough in Scotland to satisfie thy greedie desire." 
Then said Malcolme againe : " I am furthermore inclined to dissimulation, 
telling of leasings, and all other kinds of deceit, so that I naturallie reioise 
in nothing so much, as to betraie & deceiue such as put anie trust or con- 
fidence in my woords. Then sith there is nothing that more becommeth a 
prince than constancie, veritie, truth, and iustice, with the other laudable 
fellowship of those faire and noble vertues which are comprehended onelie 
in soothfastnesse, and that lieng vtterlie ouerthroweth the same ; you see 
how vnable I am to goueme anie prouince or region ; and therefore sith 
you haue remedies to cloke and hide all the rest of my other Tices, I praie 
you find shift to cloke this vice amongst the residue." 

32. Then said Makduffe : *' This yet is the woorst of all, and there 1 
leaue thee, and therefore sale ; Oh ye vnhappie and miserable Scotish- 
men, which are thus scourged with so manie and sundrie calamities, ech 
one aboue other ! Ye haue one curssed and wicked tyrant that now 
reigneth ouer you, without anie right or title, oppressing you with his most 
bloudie crueltie. This other that hath the right to the crowne, is so replet 
with the inconstant behauiour and manifest vices of Englishmen, that he is 
nothing woorthy to inioy it : for by his owne confession he is not onelie 
auaritious, and giuen to vnsatiable lust, but so false a traitor withall, that 
no trust is to be had vnto anie woord he speaketh. Adieu Scotland, for 
now I account myselfe a banished man for euer, without comfort or con- 
solation :" and with those woords the brackish tears trickled downe his 
cheekes verie abundantlie. 

83. At the last, when he was readie to depart, Malcolme tooke him by the 
sleeue, and said : " Be of good comfort Makduffe, for I haue none of 
these vices before remembred, but haue iested with thee in this manner, 
onelie to prooue thy mind : for diuerse times heeretofore hath Makbeth 
sought by this manner of meanes to bring me into his hands, but the more 
Blow I have showed my selfe to condescend to thy motion and request, the 
more diligence shall I vse in accomplishing the same." Incontinentlie 
heerevpon they imbraced ech other, and promising to be faithful! the one 
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to the other, tixey fell in consultation how they might best pronide for all 
their husinesse, to bring the same to good effect. Soone aftet, Makduffe re- 
pairing to the borders of Scotland, addressed his letters with secret dis- 
patch vnto the nobles of the realme, declaring how Malcolme was confe- 
derat vrith him, to come hastilie into Scotland to claime the crowne, and 
tnerefore he required them, sith he was right inheritor thereto, to assist 
him with their powers to recouer the same out of the hands of the wrong- 
full vsurper. 

34. In the meanetime, Malcolme purchased such fauour at Eling Edwards 
hands, that old Siward Earle of Northumberland was appointed with ten 
thousand men to go with him into Scotland, to support him in this enter- 
prise, for recouerie of his right. After these newes were spread abroad in 
Scotland, the nobles drew into two seuerall factions, the one taking part 
with Makbeth, and the other with Malcolme. Heerevpon insued oftentimes 
sundrie bickerings & diuerse light skirmishes : for those that were of 
Malcolmes side, would not leopard to ioine with their enimies in a pight* 
field, till his comming out of England to their support. B)it after that 
Makbeth perceiued his enimies power to increase, by such aid as came to 
them foorth of England with his aduersarie Malcolme, he recoiled backe 
into Fife, there purposing to abide in campe fortified, at the castell of Dun- 
sinane, and to fight with his enimies, if they ment to pursue him ; how- 
beit some of his friends aduised him, that it should be best for him, either 
to make some agreement with Malcolme, or else to flee "with all speed into 
the lies, and to take his treasure with him, to the end he might wage f sun- 
drie great princes of the realme to take his part, & reteine strangers, in 
whome he might better trust than in his owne subiects, which stale dailie 
firom him : but he had such confidence in his prophesies, that he belieued 
he should neuer be vanquished, till Bimane wood were brought to Dun- 
sinane ; nor yet to be slaine with anie man, that should be or was born of 
anie woman. 

S5. Malcolme following hastilie after Makbeth, came the night before 
the battell vnto Bimane wood, and when his armie had rested a while 
there to refresh them, he commanded euerie man to get a bough of some 
tree or other of that wood in his hand, as big as he might beare, and to 
march foorth therewith in such wise, that on the next morrow the might 
come closelie and without sight in this manner within view of his enimiea. 
On the morrow when Makbeth beheld them comming in this sort, he first 
maruelled what the matter ment, but in the end remembred himselfe that 
the prophesie which he had heard long before that time of the comming ' 
of Bimane wood to Dunsinane castell, was likelie to be now fulfilled. 
Neuerthelesse, he brought his men in order of battell, and exhorted them 
to doo valiantlie ; howbeit his enimies had scarselie cast from them their 
boughs, when Makbeth perceiuing their numbers, betooke him streict to 

• Pitched. So in leor, ii 1 :— " And found him pight to do it,"— i.«., fixed, re- 
Bolvod. t Hire, engage. 
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flight, whom Makduffe pursued with great hatred euen till he came vnto 
Lunfannaine, where Makbeth perceiuing that Makdufife was hard at his 
backe, leapt beside his horsse, saieng : " Thou traitor, what meaneth it 
that thou shouldest thus in yaine follow me that am not appointed to be 
slaine by anie creature that is borne of a woman, come on therefore, and 
receiue thy reward which thou hast deserued for thy paines," and there- 
withall he lifted vp his swoord thinking to haue slaine him. 

36. But Makduffe quicklie auoiding from his horsse, yer* he came at him, 
answered (with his naked swoord in his hand) saieng : *' It is true Mak- 
beth, and now shall thine insatiable crueltie haue an end, for I am euen 
he that thy wizzards haue told thee of, who was neuer borne of my mother, 
but ripped out of her wombe :" therewithall he stept vnto him, and slue 
him in the place. Then cutting his head from his shoulders, he set it vpon 
a pole, and brought it vnto Malcolme. This was the end of Makbeth, 
after he had reigned 17 yeeres ouer the Scotishmen. In the beginning of 
his reigne he accomplished manie woorthie acts, verie profitable to the 
common- weilth (as ye haue heard) but afterward by illusion of the diueL, 
he defamed the same with most terrible crueltie. He was slaine in the 
yeere of the incarnation, 1057, and in the 16 yeere of King Edwards 
reigne ouer the Englishmen. 

37. Malcolme Cammore thus recouering the relme (as ye haue heard) by 
support of king Edward, in tlje 16 yeere of the same Edwards reigne, he 
was crowned at Scone the 25 day of Aprill in the yeere of our Lord 1057. 
Immediatlie after his coronation he called a parlement at Forfair, in the 
which he rewarded them with lands and linings that had assisted him 
against Makbeth, aduancing them to fees and offices as he saw cause, & 
commanded that speciallie tbose that bare the surname of anie offices 
or lands, should haue and inioy the same. He created manie earles, 
lords, barons, and knights. Manie of them that before were thanes, were 
at this time made Earles, as Fife, Menteth, AthoU, Leuenox, Murrey, 
Cathnes, Bosse, and Angus. These were the first earles that have been 
heard of amongst the Scotishmen (as their histories doo make mention). 

etc. etc. 

* Before. Yer is contracted for Yei-ere, still before. Similarly Shakspere uses 
fne'r for vfhetke^{Jul. Ccm. 1. 8, etc.) ; and Wher' for Whenifbre {Lear, H 1). 
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PSBSONS EEPRBSENT£D. 

BuHCAN, King of Scotland, 
Malcoui, -son to Duncan. 
DovALBAiN, son to DnncaB. 
MxcBmn, general of the Kin^s army, 
Banquo, general of the King's army, 
Macdupp, a noUeman of Scotland, 
LbnoXi a noUeman of Scotland, 
RossB, a nohUman of Scotland. 
Mbwteth, a nobleman qf Scotland. 
Angus, a noUeman of Scotland. 
Oathness, a noUeman of Scotland. 
Flbance, eon to Banquo. 

SiwARD, Earl of Northumherland^ general of the English forces. 
Young SiWABD, son to the Earl of Northumberland. 
Seiton, an officer attending oh Macbeth. 
Son to Macduff. 
An English Doctor. 
A Scotch Doctor. 
A Soldier. 
A Porter. 
An old Man. 
Lady Macbeth. 
Ladt Macduff. 

Gentlewoman attending on. Lady Macbeth. 
Hbcatb. 
Three Witches* 

Lords, Gentlemen, Offices, Soldiers, Murderers, Attendants, and 
Messengers. The Ghost qf Banquo, and other Apparitions. 

SCENE—In Scotland : except in the end op Act IV., whbee rr 
IS IN England. 
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ACT 1. 

ScENB I. — An open Place, Thunder and Lightning. 

Enter three Witches. 

1 Witch, When ^all we three meet again 
In thunder, lightning, or in rain ? 

2 Witch. When the hiirlyburly's done, 
When the battle's lost and won : 

5 3 Witch, That will be ere the set of sun. 

1 Witch. Where the place? 

2 Witch, Upon the heath. 

3 Witch, There to meet with Macbeth. 

1 Witch, I come, Graymalkin ! 

2 Witch. Paddock calls :— Anon I— 
10 All, Fair is foul, and foul is fair : 

Hover through the fog and filthy wr. [Witches vanish. 

ScEN^ n. — A Camp near Forres. Alarum within. 

Enter King Duncan, Malcolm, Donalbain, Lisnox, with 
Attendants, meeting a bleeding Soldier. 

Dun, What bloody man is that ? He can report, 
As seemeth by his plight, of the revolt 
The newest state. 

Mai, This is the sergeant 

15 Who, like a good and hardy soldier, fought 
'Gainst my captivity : — 

Hail, brave friend I 
Say to the king the knowledge of the broil, 
As thou didst leave it. 

Sold. Doubtful it stood ; 

As two spent swimmers, that do cling together 
20 And choke their art. The merciless Macdonwald 
(Worthy to be a rebel ; for, to that. 
The multiplying villanies of nature 
Do swarm upon him) from the western isles 
Of kernes and gallowglasses is supplied : 
25 And Fortune, on his damned quarrel smilec?. 
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Bat airs too weak ; 

For brave Macbeth (well he deserves that name), 

Disdaining fortune, with his brandish'd steel, 

Which smoked with bloody execution, 
30 Like valour's minion. 

Carved out his passage till he faced the slave ; 

And ne'er shook hands, nor bade farewell to him. 

Till he unseam'd him from the nave to the chaps, 

And fix'd his head upon our battlements. 
35 Dun, valiant cousin ! worthy gentleman ! 
Sold. As, whence the sun 'gins his reflection, 

Shipwracking storms and direful thunders break ; 

So, from that spring whence comfort seem'd to come, 

Discomfort swells. Mark, king of Scotland, mark : 
40 No sooner justice had, with valour arm'd, 

Compell'd these skipping kernes to trust their heels, 

But the Norweyan lord, surveying vantage. 

With furbish'd arms, and new supplies of men, 

Began a fresh assault. 

Dun, Dismay'd not this 

45 Our captains, Macbeth and Banquo ? 

Sold. Yes: 

As sparrows, eagles ; or the hare, the lion. 
• K I say sooth, I must report they were 

As cannons overcharged with double cracks ; 

So they dotlbly redoubled strokes upon the foe : 
50 Except they meant to bathe in reeking wounds, 

Or memorize another Golgotha, 

I cannot tell : 

But I am faint, my gashes cry for help. 

Dun, So well thy words become thee as thy wounds ; 
55 They smack of honour both. — Go, get him surgeons. 

(Exit Soldier, attended. 

Enter RossB. 

Who comes here ? 

MaL The worthy thane of Rosse. 

Len. What a haste looks through his eyes ! 
So should he look that seems to speak thmgs strange. 

Rosse, God save the king 1 
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60 Dun. Whence catn'st thou, worthy thane ?. 
Rosse, From Fife, great king ; 
Where the Norweyan banners flout the sky, 
And fan our people cold. 
Norway himself, with terrible numbers, 
65 Assisted by that most disloyal traitor 

The thane of Cawdor, began a (Usmal ec»ifliot x 
Till that Bellona's bridegroom, lapp'd in proof, 
Confronted him with self-comparisons. 
Point against point rebellious, arm 'gainst arm, 
70 Curbing his laviA spirit : And, to oonclode, 
The victory fell on us ;-^ 

Dun, Great happiness ! 

Rosse, That now 
Sweno, the Norways' king, craves composition ; 
Nor would we deign him burial of his men, 
Till he disbursed, at Saint Cobnes-inch, 
75 Ten Uiousand dollars to our general use. 

Dun, No more the thane of Cawdor shall deceive 
Our bosom interest : — Go, pronounce his present death, 
And with his former titb greet Maebeth. 
Rosse, I '11 see it done. 
80 Dun. What he hath lost, noble Macbeth hath won. 

[^Exeunt. 

Scene EH. — A Heaths Thunckr, 
Enter the three Witches. 

1 Witch. Where hast thou been, sister? 

2 Witch, Killing swine. 

3 Witch. Sister, where thou? 

1 Witch, A sailor's wife had chesnuts in her lap, 

.85 And mounch'd, and mounch'd, and mounch'd : — "Give 
me," quoth I : 
" Aroint thee, witch !" the rump-fed ronyon cries. 
Her husband's to Aleppo gone, master o' the Tiger : 
But in a sieve I'll thither sail, 
And like a rat without a tail, 
90 rUdo, I'Udo, andl'lldo. 

2 Witch. I'll give thee a wind. 
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1 Wfkh. Thou art kind. 

3 Witch, And I another. * 

1 Witch, I myself have all the other ; 
96 And the very ports they blow, 

All the quarters that tiiey know 

I^ the shipman's card. 

I *11 drain him dry as hay : 

Sleep shall neither night nor day 
100 Hang upon his pent-house lid; 

He shall live a man forbid : 

Weary seVn-nights, nine times nine 

Shall he dwindle, peak, and pine : 

Though his bark cannot be lost, 
105 Yet it shall be tempest-toss'd. 

Look what I have. 

2 Witch, Show me, show me. 

1 Witch. Here I have a pilot's thumb, 
Wrack'd, as homeward he <£d come. [Drum within, 

3 Witch, A drum, a drum : 
110 Macbeth doth come. 

All. The i^eird sisters, hand in hand, 
Fosters of the sea and land, 
Thus do go about, about ; 
Thrice to thine, and thrice to mine, 
115 And thrice again, to make up nine : — — 
Peace 1 — the charm 's wound up. 

Enter Macbeth and Banquo. 

Macb, So foul and fair a day I have not seen. 
Ban, How far is 't call'd to Forres ?— What are these, 
So wither'd, and so wild in their attire ; 
120 That look not like the inhabitants o' the earth, 
And yet are on 't? — ^Live you? or are you aught 
That man may question ? You seem to understand me, 
By each at once her choppy finger laying 
Upon her skinny lips : — You should be women, 
125 And yet your beards forbid me to interpret 
That you are so. 

Macb, Speak, if you can ;— What are you? 

1 Witch. All hail, Macbeth! hail to thee, thane of 
(xlamis ! 



Digitized 



by Google 



26 MAOBXTH. [Act i. 

2 Witch. All hail, Macbeth! hail to thee, thane of 

Cawdor f 

3 Witch, All hail^ Macbeth ! that shalt be king here- 

after I 

130 Ban. Grood sir, why do you start ; and seem to fear 

Things that do sound so fair ? 

I' the name of truth, 
Are ye fantastical, or that in deed 
Which outwardly ye show ? My noble partner 
Tou greet with present grace, and great prediction 

136 Of noble having, and of royal hope, 

That he seems rapt withal ; to me you speak not : 
If you can look into the seeds of time. 
And say which grain will grow, and which will not, 
Speak then to me, who neither beg, nor fear, 

140 Your favours, nor your hate. 

1 Witch. Hail I 

2 Witch. Bail I 

3 Witch. Hail! 

. 1 Witch. Lesser than Macbeth, and greater. 

2 Witch. Not so happy, yet much happier. 

3 Witch. Thou shalt 'get kings, though thou be none : 
145 So all hail, Macbeth and Banquo I 

1 Witch. Banquo and Macbeth, all hail I 
Mach. Stay, you imperfect speakers, tell me more : 
By SineFs death, I know I am thane of Glamis ; 
But how of Cawdor ? the thane of Cawdor lives, 
150 A prosperous gentleman ; and, to be king. 
Stands not within the prospect of belief. 
No more than to be Cawdor. Say, from whence 
You owe this strange intelligence ; or why 
Upon this blasted heath you stop our way 
155 With such prophetic greeting: — Speak, I charge you. 

[Witches vanish. 
Ban. The earth hath bubbles, as the water has. 
And these are of them : Whither are they vanished ? 

Mach. Into the air : and what seem'd corporal, melted 
As breath into the wind. — 'Would they had stayed ! 
160 Ban. Were such things here as we do speak about ? 
Or have we eaten on the insane root 
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That takes the reason prisoner ? 
Macb» Your children shall be kings. 
Ban, You shall be king. 

Macb. And thane of Cawdor too ; went it not so ? 
165 Ban, To the self-same tune, and words. — Who 's here ? 

Enter RossE and Angus. 

Eosse, The king hath happily received, Macbeth, 
The news of thy success : and when he reads 
Thy personal venture in the rebels^ fight, 
His wonders and his praises do contend, 
170 Which should be thine, or his : silenced with that, 
In viewing o'er the rest o' the self-same day, 
He finds thee in the stout Norweyan ranks, 
Nothing afeard of what thyself didst make, 
Strange images of death. As thick as hail 
175 Came post with post ; and every one did bear 
Thy praises in his kingdom's great defence. 
And pour'd them down before him. 

Ang, We are sent, 

To give thee, from our royal master, thanks ; 
Only to herald thee into his sight, 
180 Not pay thee. 

Eosse^ And, for an earnest of a greater honour, 
He bade me, from him, call thee thane of Cawdor : 
In which addition, hail, most worthy thane 1 . 
For it is thine. 

Ban, What, can the devil speak true ? 

Mcu:b. The thane of Cawdor lives : Why do you dress me 
185 In borrowed robes ? 

Ang. Who was the thane, lives yet ; 

But under heavy judgment bears that life 
Which he deserves to lose. Whether he was combined 
With those of Norway ; or did line the rebel 
With hidden help and vantage ; or that with both 
190 He labour'd in his country's wrack, I know not ; 
But treasons capital, confess'd and proved. 
Have overthrown him. 

Mad>, Glamis, and thane of Cawdor : 

The greatest is behind. [AaideJi — Thanks for your pains.— 
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Do you not hope your children shall he kings, [To Banquo. 
195 When those that gave the thane of Cawdor to me, 
Promised no less to them ? 

Ban. That, trusted home, 

Might yet enkindle yon unto the crown, 
Besides the thane of Cawdor. But ^t is strange : 
And oftentimes, to win us to our harm, 
200 The instruments of darkness tell us truths ; 
Win us with honest trifles, to betray us 
In deepest consequence. — 

Cousins, a word, I pray you. [To Rossb and Angus. 
Macb, Two truths are told, [Aside, 

As happy prologues to the swelling act 
205 Of the imperial theme. — I thank you, gentlemen.*-- 

This supernatural soliciting [Aside, 

Cannot be ill ; cannot be good : — ^If ill, 
Why hath it given me earnest of success, 
Commencing in a truth ? I am thane of Cawdor : 
210 K good, why do I yield to that su^estion 
Whose horrid image doth unfix my hair, 
And make my seated heart knock at my ribs, 
Against the use of nature ? Present fears ' 
Are less than horrible imaginings : 
215 My thought, whose murther yet is but fantastical, 
Shakes so my single state of man, that function 
Is smother'd in surmise ; and nothing is 
But what is not. 

Ban. Look, how our partner's rapt. 

Macb. [Aside.] — ^If chance will have me king, why, 
chance, may crown me, 
220 Without my stir. 

Ban. New honours come upon him, 

Like our strange garments, cleave not to their mould, 
But with the aid of use. 

Macb. [Aside.'] Come what come may, 
Time and the hour runs through the roughest day. 
Ban. Worthy Macbeth, we stay upon your leisure. 
225 Macb. Give me your favour: — My dull brain was 
wrought 
With things forgotten. Kind gentlemen, your pains 
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Are register'd where every day I t^rn 

The leaf to read them. — Let us toward the king. — 

Think upon what hath chanced ; and, at more time, 

[To Ban QUO. 
280 The interim having weigh'd it, let ub speak 
Our free hearts each to other. 

Ban, Very gladly. 

Macb, Till, then, enough.— Come, friends. [Exeunt. 

Scene IV. — ^Forres. A Room in the Palace. 

Flourish, Enter Duncan, Malcolm, Donalbain, 
Lenox, and Attendants. 

Dun, Is execution done on Cawdor ? Are not 

Those in commission yet return'd ? 
Mai My liege, 

235 They are not yet come back. But I have spoke 

With one that saw him die : who did report. 

That very frankly he oonfess'd his treasons ; 

Implored your highness' pardon ; and set forth 

A deep repentance : nothing in his life 
240 Became him like the leaving it ; he died 

As one that had been studied in his death, 

To throw away the dearest thing he owed, 

As 't were a careless trifle. 
Dun, There 's no art 

To find the mind's construction in the face : 
245 He was a gentleman on whom I built 

An absolute trust. — 

Enter Macbeth, Banquo, Eosse, and Anous. 

worthiest cousin ! 
The sin of my ingratitude even now 
Was heavy on me : thou art so far before, 
That swiftest wing of recompense is slow 
250 To overtake thee. 'Would thou hadst less deserved ; 
That the proportion both of thanks and payment 
Might have been mine I only I have left to say, 
More is thy due than more than all can pay. 
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Mach, The service, and the loyalty I owe 
255 In doing it, pays itself. Your highness' part 
Is to receive our duties : and our duties 
Are to your throne and state, children and servants ; 
Which do but what they should, by doing everything 
Safe toward your love and honour. 

Dun, Welcome hither : 

260 I have begun to plant thee, and will labour 
To make thee full of growing. — Noble Banquo, 
That hast no less deserved, nor must be known 
No less to have done so ; let me infold thee, 
And hold thee to my heart. 

Ban, There if I grow, 

265 The harvest is your own. 

Dun, My plenteous joys, 

Wanton in fulness, seek to hide themselves 
In drops of sorrow. — Sons, kinsmen, thanes. 
And you whose places are the nearest, know, 
We will establish our estate upon 
270 Our eldest, Malcolm ; whom we name hereafter 
The Prince of Cumberland : which honour must 
Not, unaccompanied, invest him only. 
But signs of nobleness, like stars, shsill shine 
On all deservers. — From hence to Inverness, 
275 And bind us further to you. 

Macb, The rest is labour, which is not used for you ; 
I'll be myself the harbinger, and make joyful 
The hearing of my wife with your approach ; 
So humbly take my leave. 

Dun, My worthy Cawdor ! 

280 Mach. [Aside,'] The prince of Cumberland !— That is 
a step 
Or which I must fall down on, else overleap. 
For in my way it lies. Stars, hide your fires ! 
Let not light see my black and deep desires : 
The eye wink at the hand ; yet let that be, 
285 Which the eye fears, when it is done, to see. [Exit, 

Dun, True, worthy Banquo ; he is full so valiant ; 
And in his commendations I am fed ; 
It is a banquet to me. Let 's after him. 
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Whose care is gone before to bid us welcome : 
290 It is a peerless kinsman. [Flourish. Exeunt 

Scene V. — Inverness. A room in Macbetu's Castle. 

Enter Ladt Macbeth, reading a letter. 

Lady M. '* They met me in the day of success ; and I have learned 
by the perfectest report, they have more in them than mortal know- 
ledge. When I burned in desire to question them further, they 
made themselves air, into which they vanished. Whiles I stood 
rapt in the wonder of it, came missives from the kins, who all- 
hailed me, ' Thane of Cawdor ;' by which title, before, these weird 
sisters saluted me, and referred me to the coming on of time, with 
' Hail, king that shalt be !' This have I thought ^ood to deliver 
thee, my dearest partner of greatness ; that thou mightest not lose 
the dues of rejoicing, bv being ignorant of what greatness is pro- 
mised thee. Lay it to thy heart, and farewell." 

Glands thou art, and Cawdor ; and shalt be — 
What thou art promised : — Yet do I fear thy nature ; 
It is too full o' the milk of human kindness, 
To catch the nearest way : Thou wouldst be great ; 

295 Art not without ambition ; but without 

The illness should attend it. What thou wouldst highly, 
That wouldst thou holily ; wouldst not play false, 
And yet wouldst wrongly win : thou 'dst have, great Glamis, 
That which cries, *' Thus thou must do, if thou have it ; 

300 And that which rather thou dost fear to do. 

Than wishest should be un-done." Hie thee hither, 
That I may pour my spirits in thine ear ; 
And chastise with the valour of my tongue 
All that impedes thee from the golden round, 

305 Which fate and metaphysical aid doth seem 
To have thee crowned withal. 

Enter an Attendant. 

What is your tidings? 
Atten, The king comes here to-night. 
Lady M, Thou 'rt mad to say it : 

Is not thy master with him ? who, were 't so, 
Would have inform'd for preparation. 
310 Atten, So please you, it is true ; our thane is coming : 
One of my fellows had the speed of him ; 
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Who, almost dead foir bresl^, had siearcdlj metre 
Than woold make tip his message. 

Lady M. Give him tending ; 

He brings great news. [JEJa?»* Attendant. 

The raven himself is hoarse 

315 That croaks the fatal entrance of Duncan 
Under my battlements. Come, you spirits 
That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex ine here ; 
And fill me, from the crown to the toe, top-full 
Of direst cruelty I make thick my blood, 

320 Stop up the access and passage to remorse ; 
That no compunctious yisitings of nature 
Shake my fell purpose, nor keep peace between 
The effect and it I Come to my woman's breasts, 
And take my milk for gall, you murtherrng ministers, 

825 Wherever in your sightless substances 

You wait on nature's mischief I Come, thick Night, 
And pall thee in the dun nest smoke of hell ! 
That my keen knife see not the wound it makes ; 
Nor heaven peep through the blanket of the dark, 

330 To cry, «' Hold, hold ! ^' 

Enter Macbeth. 

G-teat Glamis ! worthy Cawdor ! 
Greater than both, by the all-hail hereafter I 
Thy letters have transported me beyond 
This ignorant present, and I feel now 
The future in the instant. 

Mach. My dearest love, 

335 Duncan comes here to-night. 

Lady M. And when goes hence ? 

Mach, To-morrow, — ^as he purposes. 

Lady M, Oh, never 

Shall sun that morrow see I 
Your face, my thane, is as a book where men 
May read strange matters : — To beguile the time, 
340 Look like the time ; bear welcome in your eye. 

Your hand, yotir toUgue : look like the innocent flower, 
But be the serpent under it. 'He that 's coMrig 
Must be proviaed for : and you shall put 
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Thi» night'g great bufiiiiBs$ into my despatch ; 
845 Which shall to all our nighto and days to come 
Gtire solely soyereign sway and masterdom. 

Mach. We will speak farther. 

JLaify M, Only look up clear ; 

To alter favour ever is to fear : 
Leave all the rest to me. [Exeunt 

Scene VI. — The same. Before the Castle, 

Hautboys. Servants of Macbeth attending. 

Enter Duncan, Malcolm, Bonalbain, Banqtjo, Lenox, 
Macduff, Rosse, Angus, and Attendants. 

850 Dun, This castle hath a pleasant seat ; the air 
Nimbly and sweetly recommends itself 
Unto our gentle senses. 

Ban, This guest of summer, 

The temple -haunting martlet, dees approve. 
By his loved mansionry, that the heaven's breath 

365 Smells wooingly here : no jutty, frieze, 

Buttress, nor coign of vantage, but this bird 
Hath made his pendent bed, and procreant cradle : 
Where they most breed and haunt, I have observed. 
The air is delicate. 

Enter Ladt Macbeth. 

Dun, See, see, our honour'd hostess I— 

860 The love that follows us sometime is our trouble, 
Which still we thank as love. Herein I teach you, 
How you shall bid God-eyld us for your pains, 
And thank us for your trouble. 

Lady M, All our«service 

Li every point twice done, and then done double, 
865 Were poor and single business to contend 

Against those honours deep and broad, wherewith 
Tour majesty loads our house : For those of old, 
And the late dignities heap'd up to them^^ 
We rest your hermits. 

Dun, Where 's the thane of Cawdor? 
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370 We couraed him at the heels, and had a purpose 

To be his purveyor : bat he rides well ; 

And his ^eat love, sharp as his spur, hath holp him 

To his home before us : fair and noble hostess, 

We are your guest to-night. 

Lady M. Your servants ever 

375 Have theirs, themselves, and what is theirs, in oompt, 

To make their audit at your highness' pleasure, 

Still to return your own. 

Dun, Give me your hand : 

Conduct me to mine host ; we love him highly, 

And shall continue our graces towards him. 
380 By your leave, hostess. [Exeunt. 

Scene VII. — The same. A Room in the Castle. 

Hautboys and torches. Enter, and pass over the stage, a 
Sewer, and divers Servants with dishes and service. Then 
enter Macbeth. 

Mach. If it were done when 't is done, then ^t were 
well 
It were done quickly : If the assassination 
Gould trammel up the consequence, and catch, 
With his surcease, success, — ^that but this blow 

385 Might be the be-all and the end-all, here. 

But here, upon this bank and shoal of time, — 
We 'd jump the life to come. But in these oases, 
We still have judgment here ; that we but teach 
Bloody instructions, which, being taught, return 

390 To plague the inventor : this even-handed justice 
Commends the ingredients of our poisoned chalice 
To our own Mps. He 's here in double trust : 
Fii'st, as I am his kinsman and his subject. 
Strong both against the deed ; then, as his host, 

395 Who should against his murtherer shut the door. 
Not bear the knife myself. Besides, this Duncan 
Hath borne his faculties so meek, hath been 
So clear in his great office, that his virtues 
Will plead like angels, trumpet-tongued, agiunst 
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400 The deep<iamiiation of his taking-off: 

And pity, like a naked new-born babe, 

Striding the bhist, or heaven's chernbim, housed 

Upon ^e sightless couriers of the air, 

Shall blow the horrid deed in every eye, 
405 That tears shall drown the wind. — I have no spur 

To prick the sides of my intent, but only 

Vaulting ambition, which o'erleaps itself, 

And falls on the other — 

Enter Jjady Macbbih. 

How now, what news ? 
Lad^ M, He has almost supp'd : why have you left 
the chamber? 
410 Macb, Hathheask'dforme? 

Lady M, Know you not he has ? 

Mach, We will proceed no further in this business : 
He hath honoured me of late ; and I have bought 
Golden opinions from ail sorts of people, 
Which would be worn now in their newest gloss, 
415 Not cast aside so soon. 

Lady M, Was the hope drunk, 

Wherein you dressed yourself? hath it slept since? 
And wakes it now, to look so green and pale 
At what it did so freely ? From this time, 
Such I account thy love. Art thou afeard 
420 To be the same in thine own act and valour, 
As thou art in desire ? Wouldst thou have that 
Which thou esteem'st the ornament of life, 
And live a coward in thine own esteem ; 
Letting ^^ I dare not" wait upon " I would," 
425 Like the poor cat i* the adage ? 

Macb, Prithee, peace : 

I dare do all that may become a man ; 
Who dares do more, is none. 

Lady if. What be^t was 't then, 

That made you break this enterprise to me ? 
When you durst do it, then you were a man ; 
430 And, to be more than what you were, you would 
Be so much more the man. Nor time, nor place, 



Digitized 



by Google 



86 MACBETH. [Act I. 

Did then adhere, and jet you would make both : 

They have made themselyes, and that their fitness now 

Does unmake you. I have given suck ; and know 
435 How tender 't is to love the babe that milks me : 

I would, while it was smiling in my face, 

Have pluck'd my nipple from his boneless gums, 

And dash'd the brains out, had I so sworn, as you 

Have done to this. 

Mach, If we should fail ? 

Lady M. We fail I 

440 But screw your courage to the sticking-place. 

And we *11 not fail. When Duncan is asleep 

(Whereto the rather shall his day's hard journey 

Soundly invite him), his two chamberlains 

Will I with wine and wassail so convince, 
446 That memory, the warder of the brain. 

Shall be a fiime, and the receipt of reason 

A limbeok only : when in swinish sleep 

Their drenched natures lie, as in a death, 

What cannot you and I perform upon 
450 The unguarded Duncan ? what not put upon 

His spongy officers ; who shall bear the guilt 

Of our great quell ? 

Mach. Bring forth men-children only ; 

For thy undaunted mettle should compose 

Nothing but males. Will it not be received, 
455 When we have mark'd with Uood those sleepy two 

Of his own chamber, and used their very daggers. 

That they have done 't? 
Lady M, Who dares receive it other, 

As we shall make our griefs and clamour roar 

Upon his death ? 

Mach, I am settled, and bend up 

460 Each corporal agent to this terrible feat. 

Away, and mock the time with fairest show : 

False face must hide what the false heart doth know. 

[Exeunt 
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ACT n. 

SoBNB I. — Inverness, Court of Maobeth*s Castle, 

Enter Banquo^ preceded by Flbancs with a torch. 

Ban. How goes the night, boy ? 
Fie. The moon is down ; I have not heard the clock. 
Ban, And she goes down at twelve. 
Fie. I take 't, 't is later, sir. 

Ban. Hold, take my sword : there 's husbandry in 
heaven, 
5 Their candles are all out : take thee that too. 
A heavy summons lies like lead upon me. 
And yet I would not sleep : merciful powers ! 
Restrain in me the cursed thoughts that nature 
Gives way to in repose I — Give me my sword j — 
10 Who 's there ? 

Enter Macbeth, and a Servant with a torch. 

Macb. A Mend. 

Ban. What, sir, not yet at rest? The king 's a-bed : 
He hath been in unusual pleasure, and 
Sent forth great largess to your officers i 
15 This diamond he greets your wife withal, 

By the name of most kind hostess f and shut up 
In measureless content. 

Macb, Being unprepared^ 

Our will became the servant to defect ; 
Which else should free have wrought. 

Ban. Airs well.-— ^ 

20 I dreamt last night of the three weird sisters : 
To you they have showed some truth. 

Macb. I think not of diem : 

Yet, when we can entreat an hour to serve, 
We would spend it in some words upon that business, 
K you would grant the time. 

Ban. At your kindest leisure. 

25 Macb. If you shall cleave to my consent, — ^when 't is, 
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It shall make honour for yon. 

Ban. So I lose none^ 

In seeking to augment it, but still keep 

My bosom franchised, and allegiance clear, 

I shall be counselled. 

Mach, Good repose, the while 1 

30 Ban, Thanks, sir : the like to you 1 

[Exeunt Banquo and Fleance. 
Mach. Go, bid thy mistress, when my drink is ready. 

She strike upon the bell. Get thee to bed. [Exit Serv. 

Is this a da^er which I see before me. 

The handle toward my hand ? Come, let me clutch thee : 
35 I have thee not, and yet I see thee still. 

Art thou not, fatal vision, sensible 

To feeling, as to sight ? or art thou but 

A dagger of the mind, a false creation, 

Proceeding from the heat-oppressed brain ? 
40 I see thee yet, in form as palpable 

As this which now I draw. 

Thou marshall'st me the way that I was going, 

And such an instrument I was to use. 

Mine eyes are made the fools o' the other senses, 
45 Or else worth all the rest : I see thee still ; 

And on thy blade, and dudgeon, gouts of blood, 

Which was not so before. — There 's no such thing. 

It is the bloody business which informs 

Thus to mine eyes. — ^Now o'er the one half woirld 
50 Nature seems dead, and wicked dreams abuse 

The ourtain'd sleep : witchcraffc celebrates 

Pale Hecate's offerings ; and withered murther, 

Alarum'd by his sentinel, the wolf. 

Whose howl *s his watch, thus with his stealthy pace, 
55 With Tarquin's ravishing strides, towards his design. 

Moves like a ghost. Thou sm*e and firm-set ea^th, 

Hear not my steps, which way they walk, for fear 

The very stones prate of my where-about, 

And take the present horror from the time, 
60 Which now suits with it. — Whiles I threat, he lives : 

Words to the heat of deeds too cold breath gives. 

[A bell ringi. 
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I go, and it is done ; the bell invites me. 

Hear it not, Duncan ; for it is a knell 

That summons thee to heaven, or to hell. J[Exit 

Enter Ladt Macbeth. 

65 Lady M, That which hath made them drunk hath made 
me bold : 
What hatii qnench'd them hath given me fire : — Hark ! — 

Peace ! 
It was the owl that shriek'd, the fatal bellman 
Which gives the stern'st good night. He is about it : 
l^e doors are c^en ; and the surfeited gi*ooms 
70 Do mock their charge with snores : I have drugg'd their 
possets, 
That death and nature do contend about them. 
Whether they live, or die. 

Macb. [Within,] Who's there?— what, ho ! 
Lady M. Alack ! I am afraid they have awaked, 
And 't is not done : — the attempt, and not the deed, 
75 Confounds us : — ^Hark ! — I laid their daggers ready, 
He could not miss them. — ^Had he not resembled 
My father as he slept I had done 't — My husband I 

Enter Macbeth. 

Macb, I have done the deed : — Didst thou not hear a 

noise? 
Lady M, I heard the owl scream, and the crickets 
cry. 
80 Did not you speak ? 

Mach, When ? 

Lady M. Now. 

Macb, As I descended ? 

Lady M, Ay. 
Macb, Hark !— 
Who lies i* the second chamber ? 

Lady M. Donalbain. 

Macb, This is a sorry sight. [Looking on Ms hands. 
85 La^ M, A foolish thought, to say a sorry sight. 
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Mach* There 's one did laugh in his sleep^ and one cried, 
"murtherl" 
That they did wake each other ; I stood and heard them : 
But they did say their prayers, and addressed them 
Again to sleep. 
90 Lady M. There are two lodged together. 

Macb. One cried, " God bless us I " and " Amen," the 
other ; 
As they had seen me, with these hangman's hands. 
Listening their fear, I could not say, " amen," 
When they did say, " God bless us." 

Lady M. Consider it not so deeply. 

95 Macb, But wherefore could I not pronouncCj ^^ am^n ? " 
I. had most need of blessing, and ^^amen" 
Stuck in my throat. 

Lady M, These deeds must not be thought 

After these ways ; so, it will make us mad. 
itfiacd. Methought I heard a voice cry, "Sleep no 
more 1 
100 Macbeth does murther sleep," — the innocent sleep, 
Sleep, that knits up the rayell'd sleave of care, 
The death of each day's life, sore labour's bath, 
Balm of hurt minds, great nature's second course. 
Chief nourisher in life's feast, — 
Lady M, What do you mean ? 

105 Macb, Still it cried, " Sleep no more I " to all the 
house: 
" Glamis hath murther'd sleep : and therefore Cawdor 
Shall sleep no more, Macbeili shall sleep no morel" 
Lady M, Who was it that thus cried? Why, worthy 
thane. 
You do unbend your noble strength, to think 
110 So brainsickly of things : — Go, get some water, 
And wash this filthy witness from your hand.— 
Why did you bring these daggers from the place ? 
They must lie there : go, carry them ; and smear 
The sleepy grooms with blood. 

Macb, I '11 go no more : 

115 I am afraid to think what I have done ; 
Look on ^ agaki I dare not. 
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Ladt^ M. Infirm of purpose ! 

Give me the daggers : The sleeping, and the dead, 
Are but as pictures ; 'tis the eje of childhood 
That fears a painted devil. If he do bleed, 

120 I '11 gild the faces of the grooms withal, 

For it must seem their gmlt. \_Exit, Knocking within, 

Macb, Whence is that knocking ? 

How is 't with me, when every noise appals me ? 
What hands are here ? Ha ! thej pluck out mine eyes I 
Will all great Neptune's ocean wash this blood 

125 Glean from my hand? No; this my hand will rather 
The multitudinous seas incarnadine, 
Making the green one red. 

Re-enter Ladt Macbeth. 

Lady M, My hands are of your colour ; but I shame 
To wear a heart so white. [Knock,'] I hear a knocking 
130 At the south entry : — ^retire we to our chamber : 
A little water clears us of this deed : 
How easy is it then ! Your constancy 
Hath left you unattended. — [Knocking,'] Harkl more 

knocking : 
Get on your nightgown, lest occasion call us, 
135 And show us to be watchers : — ^Be not lost 
So poorly in your thoughts. 
Macb. To know my deed, 't were best not know myself. 

[Knock, 
Wake Duncan with thy knocking ! — I would thou couldst ! 

[Exeunt, 

Enter a Porter. [Knocking within. 

Fort Here 's a knocking, indeed I If a man were 
140 porter of hell-gate, he should have old turning the key. 
[KfjtQcking,] Knock, knock, knock I Who 's there, i' the 
name of Beekebub ? Here 's a farmer, that hanged him- 
self on the expectation of plenty : Come in time ; have 
napkins enough about you ; here you *11 sweat for 't, 
145 [Knocking.] Knock, knock: Who's there,- i' the other 



Digitized 



by Google 



42 MAOBBTH. [AOT n. 

devirs name ? 'Faith, here 's an equivocator, that could 
swear in both the seales against either soale ; who com- 
mitted treason enough for God's sake, yet could not equi- 
vocate to heaven: oh, come in, equiyocstor. [^Knocking.'\ 

150 Knock, knock, knock : Who 's there ? 'Faith, here 's an 
English tailor come hither, for stealing out of a French 
hose : Oome in, tailor ; here you may roast your goose. 
[^nocA;m^.] Knock, knock: Never at quiet! What are 
you ? — ^But this pkee is too cold for hell. I 'U devil-porter 

155 it no further: I had thought to have let in some of all 
professions, that go the primrose way to the everlasting 
bonfire. iKnocIang.'] Anon, anon I lOpens the gcUeJj 
I pray you, remember the porter. 

Enter Ma€dufp and Lenox. 

Macd, Was it so late, friend, ere you went to bed, 

That you do lie so late ? 
160 Port. 'Faith, sir, we were carousing till the second 

cock. 

175 Macd. Is thy master stirring? — 

Our knocking has awaked him ; here he comes. 

Enter Macbeth. 

Len, Good morrow, noble sir ! 

Macb. Good morrow, both I 

Macd. Is the king stirring, worthy thane ? 

Mad>. Not yet. 

Macd. He did command me to call timely on him ; 
180 I have almost slipp'd the hour. 

Mad>. I '11 bring you to him. 

Macd, 1 know this is a joyfiil trouble to you ; 
But yet 't is one. 

Macb. The labour we delight in physics pain. 
This is the door. 

Macd. I '11 make so bold to call, 

185 For 't is my limited service. [^Eant. 

Lenj Gtoea the king hence to-day ? 

Meteb. He doed : he did afypoint sa. 

Len, The night has been unruly : Where we lay, 
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Our chimneys were blown down : and as they say, 
Lamentings heard i' the air ; strange screams of Aieath : 

190 And prophesying, with accents terrible, 
Of dire combustion and coi^sed events 
New hatched to the woful time, the obscure bird 
Glamour'd the livelong night : some say, the earth 
Was feverous, and did shake. 
Mach. 'T was a rough night. 

195 Len. My yoiong lemembrance cannot parallel 
A fellow to it. 

Me-mier Magdittv. 

Macd, horror I horror I horror ! Tongue, nor heart. 
Cannot conceive, nor name thee ! 
Macb*, Len, What's the matter? 

Macd, Confusion now hath made his masterpiece I 
200 Most sacrilegious murther hath broke ope 
The Lord's anointed temple, and stole thence 
The life o' the building. 
Macb, What is *t you say ? the life ? 

Len, Mean you his majesty? 

Macd, Approach the chamber, and destroy your sight 
205 With a new Gorgon : — Do not bid me speak ; 
See, and then speak yourselves. 

[Exeunt Macbeth and Lenox. 
Awake I awake! — 
Ring the alarum-bell :— -Murther I and treason I 
Banquo, and Donalbain ! Malcolm ! awake ! 
210 Shake ofif this downy sleep, death's counterfeit, 
And look on death itself : — up, up, and see 
The great doom's image I Malcolm I Banquot 
As from your graves rise up, and walk like sprites^ 
To countenance this horror ! [Alarum-bell rings, 

• 

Enter Lady Macbeth. 

Lady M, What's the business, 

i{15 That siiM^h a hideons trumpet calls to parley 
The sleepers of the house ? speak, speak 1 
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Macd, Oh, gentle lady, 

"B is not for you to hear what I can speak : 
The repetition in a woman's ear, 
220 Would murther as it fell.-^ — 

Enter Banquo. 

Banquo 1 Banquo I 
Our royal master 's murther'd I 

Lady M. Woe, alas I 

What, in our house ? 

Ban, Too cruel, anywhere.^ 

Dear Duff, I prithee, contradict thyself, 
And say it is not so. 

Re-enter Magbbth and Lenox* 

225 Mac^, Had I but died an hour before this chance, 
I had lived a blessed time ; for, from this instant, 
There ^s nothing serious in mortality : 
All is but toys : renown, and grace, is dead ; 
The wine of life is drawn, and the mere lees 

230 Is left this vault to brag of. 

Enter Maloolm and Donaldbain. 

Don, What is amiss ? 

Mach, You are, and do not know 't : 

The spring, the head, the fountain of your blood 
Is stopped ; the very source of it is stopp'd. 

Macd, Your royal father 's murther'd. 

Mai. Oh I by whom? 

235 Len, Those of his chamber, as it seemed, had done 't : 
Their hands and faces were all badged with blood, 
So were their daggers, which, unwiped, we found 
Upon their pillows : 

They stared, and were distracted ; no man's life 
240 Was to be trusted with them. • 

Mach, Oh, yet I do repent me of my fury. 
That I did kill them. 

Macd. Wherefore did you so ? 

Mach. Who can be wise, amaied, temperate, and 
furious, 
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Lojal, and neutral, in a moment? No man ; 
245 The expedition of my violent love 

Outrun the pauser, reason. — Here lay Duncan, 
His silver skin laced with his golden blood ; 
And his gashed stabs looked like a breach in nature 
For ruin's wasteful entrance : there, the murtherers, 
250 Steeped in the colours of 1?heir trade, their daggers 
Unmannerly breeoh'd with gore : Who could refrain 
That had a heart to love, and in that heart 
Courage to make his love known ? 

Lady M. Help me hence, ho I 

Macd. Look to the lady. 

Med, Why do we hold our tongues, 

255 That most may claim this argument for ours ? 

Don. What should be spoken here, where our fate, 
Hid in an aiiger-hole, may rush, and seize us ? 
Let 's away ; 

Our tears are not yet brew'd. 
Mah Nor our strong sorrow 

260 Upon the foot of motion. 

Ban, Look to the lady : 

[Lady Macbeth is canned out. 
And when we have our nak:ed frailties hid. 
That suffer in exposure, let us meet, 
And question this most bloody piece of work, 
To know it further. Fears and scruples shake us : 
265 In the great hand of God I stand ; and thence. 
Against the undivulged pretence I fight. 
Of treasonous malice. 
Macd. And so do I. 

All So all. 

Macb, Let's briefly put on manly readiness, 
And meet i' the hall together. 
270 AU, Well contented. 

[^Exeunt aU hut Mal. and Don« 
Mail, What will you do ? Let's not consort with them : 
To show an unfelt sorrow is an office 
Which the fiilse man does easy : I '11 to England. 
Don, To Ireland, I ; our separated fortune 
275 Shall keep us both the safer : where we are, 
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There 's daggers in men's smiles : the near in blood, 
The nearer bloody. 

MaL This nrartiierons shaft that's shot 

Hath not yet lighted ; and oar safest way 
Is to avoid the aim. Therefore, to horse ; 
280 And let us not be dainty of leaye-takiiig, 

But shift away : There's warrant in that theft 

Which steals itself, when there's bo meroy left. [Exit, 

Scene II. — The name. Without the Castle. . 
Enter Rossb and an Old Man. 

Old M. Threescore and ten I can remember well : 
Within the volume of which time, I have seen 
285 Hours dreadful, and things strange ; but this sore night 
Hath trifled former knowings. 

Roeie. Ah, good father, 

Thou see'st, the heavens, as troubled with man's act, 
Threaten his bloody stage : by the clock, 't is day. 
And yet dark night strangles the travelling lamp : 
290 Is 't night's predominance, or the day's shame, 
• That liarkness does the face of earth entomb. 
When living ]%ht should kiss it ? 

Old M. 'T is unnatural, 

Even like the d^d that's done. On Tuesday last, 
A falcon, towering in her pride of place, 
295 Was by a mousing owl hawked at suid kill'd. 

Ro88e. And Duncan's horses (a thing most estrange 
and certain). 
Beauteous and swift, the minions of their race. 
Turned wild in nature, broke their stalls, flung out. 
Contending 'gainst obedience, as they would 
Make war with mankind. 
300 Old M. 'T is.said, they eat each other. 
Mosse. They did so ; to the amazement of mine eyes. 
That looked upon 't. Here comes the good Macduff : 



Enter Macduff. 

How goes the world, sir, now ? 
Macd. Why, see you not ? 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



So. n.] MAOBSTH. 47 

jRoMf. Is't known who did this more than bloodj 
deed? 
305 Macd. Those that Maebeth hath slain. 

Roase, Alas, <^ day I 

What good oould they pretend ? 

Macd. They were siahom'd : 

Malcolm, and Donalbain, the king's two sons, 
Are stoi'n away and fled ; which puts upon ihem 
Suspicion of the deed. 
Bosse. ' 'Gainst nature still : 

810 ThriMess ambition, that will xavin up 

Thine own life's means ! — Then 't is most like 
The sovereignty will fall upon Macbeth. 

Macd, He is abready named ; and gone to 8c(me, 
To be invested. 

Rosse Where is Dunean's body ? 

315 Macd. Carried to Colme-kiU, 

The sacred storehouse of his predecessors. 
And guardian of their bones, 
ij^we. Will you to Scone ? 

Maed. No, cousin, I '11 to Fife. 
Rosse W^, I will thither. 

Macd. Well, may you see things well iliiiie' there : — 
adieu I — 
320 Lest our old robes sit easier than our new I 
Ro88e, Farewell, £Ktiher. 

Old M. God's benison go with you, and with those 
That would make good of bad, and friends of foes 1 

[^Exeunt. 



ACT m. 

SoJCBiB L-*->Forres. A Roam in ti» Palace. 
Enter Banquo. 

Ban. Thou hast it now, — ^king, Qaw>dor, Gcbtfnis^ <J1, — 
As the weird women promised ; and I fear 
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Thou play'dst most foully for 't : yet it was said, 

It should not stand in thy posterity ; 
5 But that myself should be the root and father 

Of many kings. K there come truth from them 

(As upon thee, Macbeth, their speeches shine), 

Why, by the verities on thee made good, 

May they not be my oracles as well, 
10 And set me up in hope ? But, hush ; no more. 

Sennet sounded. Enter Maobsth, as King ; Ladt Macbeth 
as Queen ; Lenox, Rosse, Lords, Ladies, and Atten- 
dants. 

Macb. Here 's our chief guest. 

Lady M, U he had been forgotten, 

It had been as a gap in our great feast. 
And all-thing unbecoming. 

Macb, To-night we hold a solemn supper, sir, 
15 And I '11 request your presence. 

Ban, Let your highness 

Command upon me ; to the which my duties 
Are with a most indissoluble tie 
For ever knit. 

Macb, Ride you this afternoon ? 

Ban, Ay, my good lord. 

20 Macb, We should have else desired your good advice 
(Which still hath been both grave and prosperous) 
In this day's council *, but we '11 take to-morrow. 
Is 't far you ride ? 

Ban, As far, my lord, as will fill up the time 
25 'Twixt this and supper : go not my horse the better, 
I must become a borrower of the night, 
For a dark hour, or twain. 

Macb. Fail not our feast. 

Ban, My lord, I will not. 

Macb, We hear, our bloody cousins are bestow'd 
30 In England, and in Ireland ; not confessing 
Their cruel parricide, filling their hearers 
With strange invention : but of that to-morrow ; 
When, therewithal, we shall have cause of state, 
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Craving us jointly. Hie you to horse : Adieu, 
86 Till you return at night Goes Ileance with you? 

Ban. Ay, my good lord : our time does call upon us. 
Mad). I wish your horses swift and sure of foot ; 

And so I do commend you to their backs. 

Farewell. \Exit Banquo. 

40 Let every man be master of his time 

Till seven at night; to make society 

The sweeter welcome, we will keep ourself 

Till supper-time alone : while then, God be wi' you. 

S Exeunt Ladt Maobbth, Lords, LadieSj etc. 
; — ^attend those men our pleasure ? 
45 Attend. They are, my lord, without the palace gate. 
Macb. Bring them before us. — [Exit Attendant.] 

To be thus, is nothing ; 

But to be safely thus :— our fears in Banquo 

Stick deep ; and in his royalty of nature 

Reigns that which would be feat'd : 't is much he dares ; 
60 And, to that dauntless temper of his mind. 

He hath a wisdom that doth guide his valour 

To act in safety. There is none but he 

Whose being I do fear ; and under him 

My Genius is rebuked ; as, it is said, 
65 Mark Antony's was by CaBsar. He chid the sisters, 

When first they put the name of king upon me. 

And bade them speak to him ; then, prophet-like, 

They hailed him father to a line of kings : 

Upon my head they placed a fruitless crown, 
60 And put a barren sceptre in my gripe, 

Thence to be wrench'd with an imlineal hand, 

No son of mine succeeding. If it be so, 

For Banquo's issue have I filed my mind ; 

For them the gracious Duncan have I murther'd : 
65 Put rancours in the vessel of my peace. 

Only for them ; and mine eternal jewel 

Given to the common enemy of man, 

To make iktm kings, — ^the seed of Banquo, kings ! 

Bather than s6, come, fate, into the list, 
70 And champion Hie to the utterance !-^Who '« ther^?— • 
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Re-enter Attendant, with two Murderers. 
Now go to the door, and stay there till we call. 

lExit Attendant. 
Was it not yesterday we spoke together? 
1 Mur, It was, so please your 'highness. 
Macb. Well then, now 

Have you consider'd my speeches ? Know 

75 That it was he, in the times past, which held you 
So under fortune ; which, you thought, had been 
Our innocent self : this I made good to you 
In our last conference ; passed in probation with you. 
How you were borne in hand, how cross'd ; the instruments ; 

80 Who wrought with them ; and all things else that might, 
To half a soul, and to a notion crazed. 
Say, " Thus did Banquo." 

1 Mur. You made it known to us. 

Macb. I did so ; and went further, which is now 
Our point of second meeting. Do you find 

85 Your patience so predominant in your nature. 
That you can let this go ? Are you so gospell'd 
To pray for this good man and for his issue. 
Whose heavy hand hath bow'd you to the grave. 
And beggar'd yours for ever ? 

1 Mur. We are men, my liege. 

90 Macb. Ay, in the catalogue ye go for men ; 

As hounds, and greyhounds, mongrels, spaniels, curs, 
Shoughs, water-rugs, and demi-wolves, are clept 
All by the name of dogs : the valued file 
Distinguishes the swift, the slow, the subtle, 

95 The housekeeper, the hunter, every one 
According to the gift which bounteous nature 
Hath in him closed; whereby he does receive 
Particular addition, from the bill 
That writes them all alike : and so of men. 
100 Now, if you have a station in the file. 
Not in the worst rank of manhood, say it ; 
And I will put that business in your bosoms 
Whose execution takes your enemy off; 
Orapples you to the heart and love of us, 

1 05 Who wear our health but sickly in his life. 
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Which in his death were perfect. ^ 

2 Mur, I am one, my liege, 

Whom the vile blows and buffets of the world 
Have so incensed, that I am reckless what 
I do to spite the world. 

1 Mur, And I another, 

110 So weary with disasters, tugged with fortune, 
That I would set my life on any chance. 
To mend it, or be rid on 't. 

Mach, Both of you 

Know, Banquo was your enemy. 

2 Mur, True, my lord. 
Mad). So is he mine ; and in such bloody distance 

115 That every minute of his being thrusts 

Against my near'st of life ; and though I could 
With bare-faced power sweep him from my sight, 
And bid my will avouch it, yet I must not. 
For certain friends that are both his and mine, 

120 Whose loves I may not drop, but wail his fall 
Whom I myself struck down : and thence it is 
That I to your assistance do make love ; 
Masking the business from the common eye. 
For sundry weighty reasons. 

2 Mur, We shall, my lord, 

125 Perform what you command us. 

1 Mur, Though our lives 

Macb. Your spirits shine through you. Within this hour 

at most, 
I will advise you where to plant yourselves ; 
Acquaint you with the perfect spy o' the time. 
The moment on 't ; for 't must be done to-night, 

130 And something from the palace ; always thought 
That I require a clearness. And with him 
(To leave no rubs nor botches i^ the work) 
Fleance his son, that keeps him company, 
Whose absence is no less material to me 

135 Than is his father's, must embrace the fate 
Of that dark hour. Kesolve yourselves apart ; 
I '11 come to you anon. 

Both, Mur, We are resolved, my lord. 
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Macb, I'll call upon you straight: abide within. [£9?. Ms, 
It is concluded : — Banquo, thy soul's flight, 
140 If it find heaven, must fijid it out to-night. [Exit, 

Scene II. — The same. Another Room. 

Entsr Lady Macbeth and a Servant. 

Lady M, Is Banquo gone from court ? 

Serv. Ay, madam, but returns again to-night. 

Lady M. Say to the king, I would attend his leisure 
For a few words. 

^erv. Madam, I will. \ExiU 

Lady M, Naught 's had, all 's spent, 

145 Where our desire is got without content : 
'T is safer to be that which we destroy, 
Than, by destruction, dwell in doubtfiil joy. 

Enter Macbeth. 

How now, my lord I why do you keep alone, 

Of sorriest fancies your companions making ; 
150 Using those thoughts which should indeed have died 

With them they think on ? Things without all remedy 

Should be without regard : what 's done is done. 
Mach. We have scotched the snake, not killed it : 

She '11 close, and be herself; whilst our poor malice 
155 Eemains in danger of her former tooth. 

But let the frame of things disjoint, both tibe worlds suffer, 

Ere we will eat our meal in fear, and sleep 

In the affliction of these terrible dreams 

That shake us nightly : better be with the dead, 
160 Whom we, to gain our peace, have sent to peace, 

Than on the torture of the mind to lie 

In restless ecstasy. Duncan is in his grave ; 

After life's fitful fever he sleeps well ; 

Treason has done his worst : nor steel, nor poison, 
165 Malice domestic, foreign levy, nothing, 

Can touch him farther ! 

Lady M. Come on ; 

Gentle, my lord, sleek o'er your rugged looks ; 

Be bright and jovial 'mong your guests to-night. 
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170 Maxib, So shall I, love ; and so, I pray, be you : 

Let your remembranoe apply to Baoquo ; 

Present him eminence, both with eye and tongue : 

Unsafe the while, that we 

Must lave our honours in these flattering streams ; 
175 And make our faces vizards to our hearts, 

Disguising what they are. 

Lady M, You must leave this. 

Macb, Oh, full of scorpions is my mind, dear wifel 

Thou know'st that Banquo, and his Fleance, lives. 
Lady M, But in them nature's copy 's not eteme. 
180 MoIA. There 's comfort yet ; they are assailable ; 

Then be thou jocund : Ere the bat hath flown 

His cloister'd flight ; ere, to black Hecate's summons, 

The shard-borne beetle, with his drowsy hums, 

Hath rung night's yawning peal, there shall be done 
185 A deed of dreadful note. 

Lady M. What 's to be done ? 

Mojcb. Be innocent of the knowledge, dearest chuck, 

Till thou applaud the deed. — Come, seeling night, 

Scarf up the tender eye of pitiful day ; 

And, with thy bloody and invisible hand, 
190 Cancel, and tear to pieces, that great bond 

Which keeps me pale ! — ^Light tibickens ; and the crow 

Makes wing to the rooky wood ; 

Good things of day begin to droop and drowse ; 

Whiles night's black agents to their prey do rouse. — 
J 95 Thou marvell'st at my words : but hold thee still ; 

Things bad begun make strong themselves by ill : 

So, prithee, go with me. [Exeunt. 

Scene III. — The same, A Park, with a Gate leading to 
the Palace. 

Enter three Murderers. 

1 Mur. But who did bid thee join with us ? 

3 Mur. Macbeth. 

2 Mur. He needs not our mistrust ; since he delivers 
200 Our offices, and what we have to do. 

To the direction just. 
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1 Mur. Then stand with us. 

The west yet glimmers with some streaks of day * 
Now spurs the lated traveller apace, 
To gain the timely inn ; and near approaches 
205 The suhject of our watch. 

3 Mur. Hark I I hear horses. 

Ban, [Within,'] Give us a light there, ho ! 

2 Mur, Then 't is he ; the rest 
That are within the note of expectation, 

Already are i' the court. 

1 Mur, His horses go about. 

3 Mur, Almost a mile ; but he does usually, 
210 So all men do, from hence to the palace gate 

Make it their walk. 

2 Mur. A light, a light ! 

3 Mur, 'T is he. 
1 Mur, Stand to 't. 

Enter Banqtjo, and Fleance. With a torch. 

Ban, It will be rain to-night. 

1 Mur, Let it come down. 

[Assaults Banquo. 
Ban, 0, treachery ! Fly, good Fleance, fly, fly, fly ; 
215 Thou mayst revenge. — dave I 

[Dies, Fleance escapes, 
3 Mur. Who did strike out the light ? 

1 Mur, Was *t not the way ? 
3 Mur, There 's but one down ; the son is fled. 

2 Mur, Wd have lost best half of our affair. 

1 Mur, Well, let 's away, and say how much is done. 

[Exeunt, 

Scene IV. — A Boom of State in the Palace, A Banquet 
prepared. 

Enter Macbeth, Lady Macbeth, Eossb, Lenox, 
Lords, and Attendants. 

220 Macb. You know your own degrees, sit down : at first 
And last, the hearty welcome. 

Lords. Thanks to your majesty. 
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Mach, Ourself will mingle with society, 
And play the humble host. 
Our hostess keeps her state ; but, in best time, 
225 We will require her welcome. 

Lady M, Pronounce it for me, sir, to all our friends; 
For my heart speaks, they are welcome. 
Macb. See, they encounter thee with their hearts' 
thanks : 
Both sides are even : Here I '11 sit i' the midst : 
230 Be large in mirth ; anon, we '11 drink a measure 
The table round. — 

Enter first Murderer, to tJie door. 

There 's blood upon thy face. 
Mur. 'T is Banquo's then. 
Macb, 'T is better thee without, than he within. 
Is he despatch'd ? 
235 Mur. My lord, his throat is cut ; that I did for him. 
Mach, Thou art the best o' the cut-throats : Yet he 's 
good, 
That did the like for Fleance : if thou didst it, 
Thou art the nonpareil. 

Mur, Most royal sir, 

Fleance is 'scaped. 
240 Macb. Then comes my fit again: I had else been 
perfect ; 
Whole as the marble, founded as the rock : 
As broad and general as the casing air : 
But now, I am cabin'd, cribb'd, confined, bound in 
To saucy doubts and fears. But Banauo 's safe ? 
245 Mur, Ay, my good lord : safe in a oitch he bides, 
With twenty trenchM gashes on his head ; 
The least, a death to nature. 

Macb, Thanks for that : 

There the grown serpent lies ; the worm that 's fled 
Hath nature that in time will venom breed, 
250 No teeth for the present. — Get thee gone ; to-morrow 
We '11 hear, ourselves again. ^JExit Murderer. 

Lady M, My royal lord. 

You do not give the cheer ; the feast is sold 
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That is not often yoach'd, while 't is a-making, 
'T is given with welcome : to feed, were best at home ; 
255 From thence, the sauce to meat is ceremony, — 
Meeting were bare without it. 

Macb, Sweet remembrancer ! — 

Now, good digestion, wait on appetite, 
And health on both 1 

Len. May it please your highness, sit? 

The Qhost o/'Banquo rises^ and sits in Magbbth's/z/occ. 

Macb. Here had we now our country^s honour roof d, 
260 Were the graced person of our Banquo present ; 
Who may I rather challenge for unkindness 
Than pity for mischance ! 

Bosse. His absence, sir, 

Lays blame upon his promise. Please it your highness 
To grace us with your royal company ? 
265 ifocft. The table 'sfaU. 

Len, Here is a place reserved, sir. 

Macb. Where? 

Len. Here, my good lord. What is 't that moves 
your highness ? 

Macb. Which of you have done this ? 

Lords. What, my good lord ? 

Macb. Thou canst not say I did it : never shake 
270 Thy gory locks at me. 

Bosse. Gentlemen, rise ; his highness is not well. 

Ladt/ M. Sit, worthy friends : — my lord is often thus, 
And hath been from his youth : 'pray you, keep seat ; 
The fit is momentary ; upon a thought 
275 He will again be well : if much you note him, 
You shall offend him, and extend his passion ; 
Feed, and regard him not. — Are you a man ? 

Macb. Ay, and a bold one, that dare look on that 
Which might appal the devil. 

Ladif M. proper stuff I 

280 This is the very painting of your fear : 

This is the air-drawn dagger, which, you said, 
Led you to Duncan. 0, these flaws, and starts 
(Impostors to true fear), would well become 
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A woman's story, at a winter's fire, 
285 Authorized by her grandam. Shame itself! 

Why do you make such faces ? YiThcn all 's done, 
You look but on a stool. 

Ma(^. Prithee, see there I behold I look I lo ! how say 
you?— 
Why, what care I ? If thou canst nod, speak too. — 
290 If charnel-houses, and our graves, must send 
Those that We bury, back, our monuments 
Shall be the maws of kites. 

[^Ghost disappears. 
Lady M, What I quite unmanned in folly ? 

Mach. If I stand here, I saw him. 
Lady M, Fie, for shame I 

295 Majch, Blood hath been shed ere now, i' the olden time, 
Ere human statute purged the gentle weal ; 
Ay, and since too, murthers have been perform'd 
Too terrible for the ear : the times have been, 
That, when the brains were out, the man would die, 
800 And there an end ; but now they rise again, 
With twenty mortal murthers on their crowns, 
And push us from our stools : This is more strange 
Than such a murther is. 

Lady M, My worthy lord. 

Your noble friends do lack you. 

Mad>. I do forget : — 

305 Do not muse at me, my most worthy friends ; 
I have a strange infirmity, which is nothing 
To those that know me. Oome, love and health to all , 
Then I'll sit down : — Give me some wine, fill full : — 
I drink to the general joy of the whole table, 
810 And to our dear friend Banquo, whom we miss : 
Would he were here I to all, and him, we thirst, 
And all to all. 

Lords, Our duties, and the pledge. 

[Ohost re-appears. 
Macb, Avaunt! and quit my sight! Let the earth 
hide thee I 
Thy bones are marrowless, thy blood is cold ; 
315 Thou hast no speculation in those eyes 
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Which thou dost ghure with 1 

Lady M. Think of tlus, good peers, 

But as a thing of custom : *t is no other ; 
Only it spoils the pleasure of the time. 
Max^, What man dare, I dare : 
320 Approach thou like the rugged Eussian bear, 
The arm'd rhinoceros, or the Hyrcan tiger, 
Take any shape but that, and my firm nerves 
Shall neyer tremble : Or, be aUve again, 
And dare me to the desert with thy sword ; 
825 If trembling I inhabit then, protest me 

The baby of a girl. Hence, horrible shadow I 

Unreal mockery, hence ! — \(3:hjoit disi^ears 

Why, so ; — ^being gone, 
I am a man again. — Pray you, sit still. 
Lady M. You have displaced the mirth, broke the good 
meeting, 
330 With most admired disorder. 

Macb, Can such things be, 

And over-come us like a summer's cloud, 
Without our special wonder? You make me strange 
Even to the disposition that I owe. 
When now I think you can behold such sights, 
335 And keep the natural ruby of your cheeks. 
When mine are blanch'd with fear. 

Rosse. What sights, my lord ? 

Lady if. I pray you, speak not ; he grows worse and 
worse ; 
Question enrages him : at once, good night : — 
Stand not upon the order of your going, 
340 But go at once. 

Len, Grood night, and better health 

Attend his majesty ! 

Lady M, A kind good night to all ! 

[Exeunt Lords and Attendants. 
Macb, It will have blood; they say, blood will have 
blood : 
Stones have been known to move, and trees to speak ; 
Augurs, and understood relations, have 
345 By magot-pies, and choughs, and rooks, brought forth 
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The secret'st man of blood. — ^What is the night ? 

Lady M, Almost at odds with morning, which is which. 

Mach, How say'st thou, that Macduff denies hia person, 
At our great bidding ? 

Lady M, Did you send to him, sir? 

350 Mach. I hear it by the way ; but I will send : 
There's not a one of them, but in his house 
I keep a servant fee-d. I will to-morrow 
(And betimes I will) to the weird sisters : 
More shall they speak. For now I am bent to know, 
355 By the worst means, the worst : for mine own good. 
All causes shall give way ; I am in blood 
Stepped in so far, that, should I wade no more, 
Eetuming were as tedious as go o'er : 
Strange things I have in head, that will to hand ; 
360 Which must be acted, ere they may be scanned. 

Lady M, You lack the season of all natures, sleep. 

Macb. Oome, we'll to sleep : My strange and self-abuse 
Is the initiate fear, that wants hard use : — 
We are yet but young in deed. [^Exeunt. 

Scene Y.-^The Heath Thunder. 

Enter Hecate, meeting the three Witches. 

365 1 Witch, Why, how now, Hecate ? you look angerly. 
Hec, Have I not reason, beldams as you are, 

Saucy, and over-bold ? How did you dare 

To trade and traffic with Macbeth, 

In riddles and affairs of death ; 
370 And I, the mistress of your charms, 

The close contriver of all harms, 

Was never call'd to bear my part, 

Or show the glory of our art ? 

And, which is worse, all you have done 
375 Hath been but for a wayward son. 

Spiteful, and wrathful ; who, as others do, 

Loves for his own ends, not for you. 

But make amends now : Get you gone. 

And at the pit of Acheron 
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380 Meet me i' the morning ; thither he 

WiU come to know his destiny. 

Your yessels, and your spells, provide, 

Your charms, and everytibdng beside : 

I 'm for the air ; this night r 11 spend 
385 Unto a dismal and a fatal end. 

Great business must be wrought ere noon : 

Upon the comer of the moon 

There hangs a vaporous drop, profound ; 

I '11 catch it ere it comes to ground : 
390 And that, distill'd by magic slights, 

Shall raise such artificial sprites. 

As, by the strength of their illusion. 

Shall draw him on to his confusion : 

He shall spurn fate, scorn death, and bear 
395 His hopes 'bove wisdom, grace, and fear : 

And you all know, security 

Is mortal's chiefest enemy. 

\8ong Within. " Come away, come away," etc.] 

Har£, I am caU'd ; my little spirit, see, 

Sits in a foggy cloud, and stays for me. [Exit, 

400 1 Witch. Come, let 's make haste ; she 'U soon be back 

again. [Exeunt. 

Scene VI. — Forres. A Room in the Palace. 
Enter Lenox, and another Lord. 

Len. My former speeches have but hit your thoughts, 

Which can interpret farther : only, I say. 

Things have been strangely borne. The gracious Duncan 

Was pitied of Macbeth : — ^marry, he was dead : — 
405 And the right-valiant Banquo walked too late ; 

Whom, you may say, if *t please you, Fleance killed. 

For Fleance fled : men must not walk too late. 

Who cannot want the thought, how monstrous 

It was for Malcolm, and for Donalbain, 
410 To kill their gracious father? damned fact ! 

How it did grieve Macbeth ! did he not straight. 

In pious rage, the two delinquents tear, 

That were the slaves of drink, and thralls of sleep : 
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Was not that nobly done ? Ay, and wisely too ; 

415 For 't would have anger 'd any heart alive 
To hear the men deny 't. So that, I say, 
He has borne all things well : and I do think, 
That, had he Duncan's sons under his key 
(As, an 't please heaven, he shall not), they should find 

420 What 't were to kill a father ; so should Fleance. 

But, peace I — ^for from broad words, and 'cause he fail'd 
His presence at the tyrant's feast, I hear, 
Macduff lives in disgrace : Sir, can you tell 
Where he bestows lumself ? 
Lord. The son of Duncan, 

425 From whom this tyrant holds tiie due of birth, 
Lives in the English court ; and is received 
Of the most pious Edward with such grace, 
That the malevolence of fortune nothing 
Takes from his high respect : Thither Macduff 

430 Is gone to pray the holy king, upon his aid 

To wake Northumberland, and warlike Siward : 
That, by the help of these (with Him above 
To ratify the work), we may again 
Give to our tables meat, sleep to our nights ; 

485 Free from our feasts and banquets bloody knives ; 
Do faithful homage, and receive free honours ;*— 
All which we pine for now : And this report 
Hath so exasperate the king, that he 
Prepares for some attempt of war. 
Len. Sent he to Macduff? 

440 Lord, He did : and with an absolute, " Sir, not I," 
The cloudy messenger turns me his back, 
And hums ; as who Edumld say, '^ You 'U rue tibe time 
That clogs me with this answer/' 

Len, And that well might 

Advise him to a caution, to hold what distance 

445 His wisdom can provide. Some holy angel 
Fly to the court of England, and ui^old 
His message ere he come ; that a swift blessing 
May soon return to this our suffering country 
Under a hand accursed I 
Lord, I '11 send my prayers with him I 

[Exeaml, 
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ACT IV. 

Scene I. — A dark Cave. In the middle^ a Caldron boiling. 
Thunder. 

Enter the three Witches. 

1 Witch. Thrice the brinded cat hath mew'd. 

2 Witch. Thrice ; and once the hedge-pig whined. 

3 Witch. Harpier cries : — 'T is time, 't is time. 

1 Witch. Kound about the caldron go ; 
5 In the poison'd entrails throw : — 

Toad, Uiat under cold stone, 
Days and nights hast thirty-one 
Swelter'd venom sleeping got, 
Boil thou first i* the charmed pot I 
10 All. Double, double, toil and trouble ; 
Fire, bum ; and, caldron, bubble. 

2 Witch. Fillet of a fenny snake. 
In the caldron boil and bake : 
Eye of newt, and toe of frog, 

15 Wool of bat, and tongue of dog, 

Adder's fork, and blind-worm's sting, 

Lizard's leg, and owlet's wing, 

For a charm of powerful trouble ; 

Like a hell-broth boil and bubble. 
20 All. Double, double, toil and trouble ; 

Fire, bum ; and, caldron, bubble. 

3 Witch. Scale of dragon, tooth of wolf ; 
Witches' mummy ; maw, and gulf, 
Of the ravin'd salt-sea shark ; 

25 Root of hemlock, digg'd i' the dark ; 
Liver of blaspheming Jew ; 
Ghdl of goat, and slips of yew, 
Sliver'd in the moon's eclipse ; 
Nose of Turk, and Tartar's lips ; 



30 Make the gmel thick and slab ; 
Add thereto a tiger's chaudron, 
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For Hie ingredients of our caldron. 

All. Double, double, toil and trouble ; 

Fire, bum ; and, caldron, bubble. 

85 2 Witch. Cool it with a baboon's blood, 

Then the charm is firm and good. 

Enter Heoate, to the other three Witches. 

Hec. 0, well done ! I commend your pains ; 
And every one shall share i' the gains. 
And now about' the caldron sing, 
40 Like elves and fairies in a ring. 

Enchanting all that you put in. 

[Music and a Song, 'Black spirits/ etc. 
2 Witch. By the pricking of my thumbs, 
Something wicked this way comes : — 
Open, locks, whoever knocks. 

Enter Macbeth. 

45 Mach. How now, you secret, black, and midnight hags I 

What is 't you do ? 

All. A deed without a name. 

Mach. I conjure you, by that which you profess 

(However you come to know it), answer me : 

Though you untie the winds, and let them fight 
50 Against the churches; though the yesty waves 

Confound and swallow navigation up ; 

Though bladed com be lodged, and trees blown down ; 

Though castles topple on their warders' heads ; 

Though palaces and pyramids do slope 
55 Their heads to their foundations ; though the treasure 

Of nature's germins tumble all together. 

Even till destruction sicken : answer me 

To what I ask you. 



our 





1 Witch. 


Speak. 




2 Witch. 


Demand. 




3 Witch. 


We '11 answer. 




1 Witch. 


Say, if thou 'dst rather hear it from 
mouths, 




Or from our 


masters' ? 


60 


Macb. 


Call them, let me see theim. 
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I Witch. Ponr in sow'b blood, that hath eaten 
Her nine farrow ; grease, that 's sweaten 
From the murderer'a gibbet, throw 
Into the flame. 
AIL Gome, high, or low ; 

66 Thyself, and office, deffcly show. 

Thunder, An Apparition of an armed Head ri$e8* 

Mach, Tell me, thou unknown power,— ^ 

1 Witch. He knows thy thought ; 

Hear his speech, but say thou nought. 

App. Macbeth I Macbeth ! Macbeth I beware Macduff; 
Beware the thane of Fifc^-Dismiss me : — Enough, 

[^Descends. 

70 Mach, Whatever thou art, for thy good caution, thanks ; 

Thou hast harped my fear ari^t : — ^But one word more : — 

1 Witch, He will not be commanded : Here 's another, 
More potent than the first. 

Thunder. An Apparition of a bloody Child rises. 

App. Macbeth ! Macbeth I Macbeth ! — 

Maeb. Had I three ears, I 'd hear thee. 
75 App. Be bloody, bold, and resolute ; laugh to scorn 
The power of man, for none of woman born 
Shall harm Macbeth. [Descends, 

Macb. Then live, Macduff : What need I fear of thee ? 
But yet I 'U make assurance double sure, 
80 And take a bond of fate : thou shalt not live ; 
That I may tell pale-hearted fear it lies, 
And sleep in spite of thunder. — ^What is this, 

Thunder. An Apparition of a Child crowned^ with a Tree 
in his Hand, rises. 
That rises like the issue of a king ; 
And wears upon his baby brow the round 
85 And top of sovereignty ? 

AIL Listen, but speak not to 't. 

App. Be lion-mettled, proud ; and take no care 
Who chafes, who frets, or .where oonspirers are : 
Macbeth shall never vanquished be, until 
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Great Birnam wood to high Donsinane hill. 
Shall come against him. [Descends, 

90 Mach, That will never be ; 

Who can impress the forest ; bid the tree 
Unfix his earth-bound root ? sweet bodements ! good 1 
Rebellion's head, rise never, till the wood 
Of Birnam rise, and our high- placed Macbeth 
96 Shall live the lease of nature, pay his breath 
To time, and mortal custom. — Yet my heart 
Throbs to know one thing : Tell me (if your art 
Can tell so much), shall Banquo's issue ever 
Reign in this kingdom ? 
All, Seek to know no more. 

100 Mach. I will be satisfied : deny me this. 

And an eternal curse fall on you ! Let me know : — 
Why sinks that caldron ? and what noise is this ? 

[^Hauthoys. 
1 Witch. Show I 2 Witch I Show ! 3 Witch. Show 1 
AIL Show his eyes, and grieve his heart ; 
105 Come like shadows, so depart. 

Eight Kings appear, and pass over the Stage in order ; 
the last with a Glass in his hand ; Bxsqjj o folloiving. 

Macb, Thou art too like the spirit of Banquo ; down I 
Thy crown doth sear mine eyeballs : — And thy hair, 
Thou other gold-bound brow, is like the first : — 
A third is like the former : — Filthy hags I 

110 Why do you show me this? — A fourth ? — Start, eyes 1 
What I will the line stretch out to the crack of doom ? 
Another yet ? — A seventh ? — ^111 see no more : — 
And yet the eighth appears, who bears a glass 
Which shows me many more ; and some I see, 

115 That twofold balls and treble sceptres carry : 
Horrible sight I — Now, I see, 't is true ; 
For the blood-bolter'd Banquo smiles upon me, 
And points at them for his. — ^What, is this so ? 
1 Witch, Ay, sir, all this is so : — But why 

120 Stands Macbeth thus amazedly ? 

Oome, sisters, cheer we up his sprites. 
And show the best of our delights ; 

E 
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I 'U cliarm the air to give a sound, 
Wlxile you perfonn your antic round : 
126 That this great king may kindly say, 
Our duties did his welcome pay. 

[Mmic, The Witches dance, and vanish, 
Mach* Where are they ? €kme ? — Let this pernicious 
hour 
Stand aye accursed in the calendar ;-^ 
Gome in, without there I 

Enter Lenox. 
Len, What 's your grace's will ? 

130 Macb. Saw you the weird sisters? 

Len, No, my lord. 

Mcuib. Came they not by you ? 
Len. No, indeed, my lord. 

Mach, Infected be the air whereon they ride ; 
And damned aU those that trust them I — I did hear 
The galloping of horse : Who was 't came by ? 
135 Len, 'T is two or three, my lord, that bring you word, 
Macduff is fled to England. 

Mach Fled to England ? 

Len, Ajj my good lord. 

Macb. Time, thou anticipat'st my dread exploits : 
The flighty purpose never is o'ertook, 
140 Unless the deed go with it : From this moment. 
The yery firstlings of my heart shall be 
The firstlings of my hand. And even now. 
To crown my thoughts with acts, be it thought and done : 
The castle of Macduff I will surprise ; 
145 Seize upon Fife ; give to the edge o' the sword 
His wife, his babes, and all unfortunate souls 
That trace him in his line. No boasting like a fool , 
This deed I '11 do before this purpose cool : 
But no more sights I — Where are these gentlemen? 
150 Come, bring me where they are. [Exeunt 

Scene IT. — ^Fife. A Boom in Macduff's Castle. 

Enter Last Magdu??, her Son, and Bobse. 
Lad^ Macd. What had he done, to make him fly the 
land? 
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Rosse, You mvust have patience, madam. 

L, Macd. He had none : 

His flight was madness : When onr actions do not, 
Our fears do make us traitors. 

Bosse. You know not 

155 Whether it was his wisdom, or his fear. 

L. Macd. Wisdom! to leave his wife, to leave his 
babes. 
His mansion, and his titles, in a place 
From whence himself does fly ? He loves us not ; 
He wants the natural touch : for the poor wren, 
160 The most diminutive of birds, will fight. 
Her young ones in her nest, against the owl. 
All is the fear, and nothing is the love ; 
As little is the wisdom, where the flight 
So runs against all reason. 

Rosse. My dearest coz, 

165 I pray you, school yourself : But, for your husband. 
He is noble, wise, judicious, and best knows 
The flts o' the season. I dare not speak much further : 
But cruel are the times, when we are traitors, 
And do not know ourselves ; when we hold rumour 
170 From what we fear ; yet know not what we fear ; 
But float upon a wild and violent sea 
Each way, and move. — I take my leave of you : 
Shall not be long but I '11 be here again : 
Things at the worst will cease, or else climb upward 
175 To what they were before. — My pretty cousin. 
Blessing upon you I 

L. Macd, Father 'd he is, and yet he 's fatherless. 

Rosse, I am so much a fool, should T stay longer, 
It would be my disgrace, and your discomfort : 
I take my leave at once. \^Exit Rossis. 

L, Macd, Sirrah, your father 's dead ; 

180 And what will you do now ? How will you live ? 

Son, As birds do, mother. 

L. Macd, What, with worms and flies ? 

Son, With what I get, I mean ; and so do they. 

L. Macd, Poor bird ! thou 'dst never fear the net, nor 
lime. 
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The pit-fall, nor the gin. 
186 Son. Why should I, mother ? Poor birds they are not 
set for. 
My fiither is not dead, for all your saying. 

Zr. Macd, Yes, he is dead ; how wilt thou do for a 

father? 
Son. Nay, how will you do for a husband ? 
L, Macd. Why, I can buy me twenty at any market. 
X90 Son. Then you '11 buy 'em to sell again. 

Zf. Macd. Thou speai'st with all thy wit; and yet, 
i' faith. 
With wit enough for thee. 
Son. Was my father a traitor, mother? 
Zr. Macd. Ay, that he was. 
195 Son. What is a traitor? 

L. Macd. Why, one that swears and lies. 
Son. And be all traitors that do so ? 
L. Macd. Every one that does so is a traitor, and 
must be hanged. 
Son. And must they aH be hanged that swear and lie? 
200 L. Macd. Every one. 

Son. Who must hang them ? 
L. Macd. Why, the honest men. 
Son. Then the liars and swearers are fools : for there 
are liars and swearers enough to beat the honest men, 
205 and hang up them. 

L. Macd. Now God help thee, poor monkey! But 
how wilt thou do for a father ? 

Son. If he were dead, you 'd weep for him : if you 
would not, it were a good sign that I should quiokly have 
a new father. 
210 L. Macd. Poor prattler 1 how thou talkest I 

Enter a Messenger. 

Mess. Bless you, feir dame I I am not to you known, 
Though in your state of honour I am perfect. 
I doubt, some danger does approach you nearly : 
If you will take a homely man's advice, 
215 Be not found here ; hence, with your little ones. 
To fright you thus, methinks, I am too savage ; 
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To do wone to you were fell enielty, 

Wbiqh ia too uigh your person. Hearen p^aerve you I 

I dare abide no longer. lExit. 

L. Macd. Whither should I fly ? 

220 I have done no harm. But I remember now 

I am in this earthly world ; where, to do harm^ 

Is often laudable ; to do good, sometime 

Accounted dangerous folly : why then, alas ! 

Do I put up that womanly defence^ 
225 To say, I have done no harm ? — What are these faces ? 

Enter Murderers. 

Mur» Where is your husband? 
L, Macd. I hope, in no place so unsanotified 
Where such as thou mayst find him. 
Mur, He 's a traitor. 

Son. Thou liest, thou shag-hair'd villain. 
Mur. W^t, you egg ! [SicUfhing Mm. 

230 Young fry of treachery I 

Son. He has kill'd me, mother : 

Bun away, I pray you. {Dies. 

[ExU Ladt Macduff, cr^/ing " Murder,^* and 
pursued by the Murderers. 

SoEKB in.~England. B^ore the Bang's Palace. 
Enter Malcolm and Macduff. 

Mdl. Let us seek out some desolate shade, and there 
Weep our sad bosoms empty. 

Macd. Let us rather, 

Hold fast the mortal sword ; and, like good men, 
285 Bestride our down-fall'n birthdom : each new mom. 
New widows howl ; new orphans cry ; new sorrows 
Strike heaven on the face, that it resounds 
As if it felt with Scotland, and yell'd out 
Like syllable of dolour. 

Mai. What I believe, I 'U wail ; 

240 What know, believe ; and what I can redress. 
As I shall find the time to friend, I will. 
What you have spoke, it may be so, perchance. 
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This tyrant, whose sole name blisters our tongues, 

Was once thought honest : you hare loved him well ; 
245 He hath not touch'd you yet. I am young, but some- 
thing 

You may deserve of him through me ; and wisdom 

To ofEiar up a weak, poor, innocent lamb 

To appease an angry God. 
Macd. I am not treacherous. 
MaL But Macbeth is. 

250 A good and virtuous nature may recoil 

In an imperial charge. But I shall crave your pardon ; 

That which you are my thoughts cannot transpose : 

Angels are bright still, though the brightest fell : ^ 

Though all things foul would wear the brows of grace, 

Yet grace must still look so. 
255 Macd. I have lost my hopes. 

Med. Perchance even there where I did find my 
doubts. 

Why in that rawness left you wife and child 

(Those precious motives, those strong knots of love)^ 

Without leave-taking? — I pray you, 
260 Let not my jealousies be your dishonours. 

But mine own safeties : — You may be rightly just. 

Whatever I shall think. 

Macd. Bleed, bleed, poor country ! 

Great tyranny, lay thou thy basis sure. 

For goodness dare not check thee ! wear thou thy wrongs* 
265 Thy title is affeer'd.— Fare thee well, lord : 

I would not be the villain that thou tiunk'st 

For the whole space that 's in the tyrant's grasp, 

And the rich East to boot. 

Mai. Be not offended ; 

I speak not as in absolute fear of you. 
270 I think our country sinks beneath the yoke ; 

It weeps, it bleeds : and each new day a gash 

Is added to her wounds : I think, witiial. 

There would be hands uplifted in my right ; 

And here, from gracious England, have I offer 
275 Of goodly thousands : but, for all this, 

When I shall tread up(m the tyrant's head. 
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Or wear it on my sword, yet my poor eoontry 
Shall have more vices tlian it had before ; 
More su£fer, and more sundry ways than ever, 

280 By him that shall succeed. 

Macd. What should he be ? 

MaL It is myself I mean : in whom I know 
All the particulars of vice so grafted, 
That, when they shall be open'd, black Macbeth 
Will seem as pure as snow ; and the poor state 

285 Esteem him as a lamb, being compared 
With my confineless harms. 

Macd, Not in the legion^ 

Of horrid hell, can come b, devil more d^nn'd 
In evils, to top Macbeth. 

MaL I grant him bloody, 

Luxurious, avaricious, false, deceitful, 

290 Sudden, malicious, smacking of every sin 

That has a name : But there's no bottom, none, 
Li my voluptuousness : . . . and my desire 
All continent impediments would o'erbear. 
That did oppose my will : Better Macbeth, 
Than such a one to reign. 

295 Macd. Boundless intemperance 

In nature is a tyranny ; it hath been 
The untimely emptying of the happy throne. 
And fall of many kings. But fear not yet 
To take upon you what is yours ; you may 

300 Convey your pleasures in a spacious plenty. 

And yet seem cold, the time you may so hoodwink. 
• .*.*•• 

Mai, With this there grows, 

In my most ill-composed aflfection, such 
A stanchless avarice, that, were I king, 

305 I should cut off the nobles for their lands ; 
Desire his jewels, and this other's house : 
And my more-having would be as a sauce 
To make me hunger more ; that I should .forge 
Quarrels unjust against the good and loyal, 
Destroying them for wealth. 

310 Macd. This avarice 
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Sticks deeper ; grows with more pemioioas root 
Than summer-seeming lust ; and it hath been 
The sword of our slain kings : jet do not fear ; 
Scotland hath foysons to fill up your will, 

315 Of your mere own : all these are portable, 
With other graces weigh'd. 

MaL But I have none : the king-becoming graces, 
As justice, verity, temperance, staUeness, 
Bounty, perseverance, mercy, lowliness, 

320 Devotion, patience, courage, fortitude, 
I have no relish of them ; but abound 
In the division of each several crime. 
Acting it many ways. Nay, had I power, I should 
Pour the sweet milk of concord into hell, 

325 Uproar the universal peace, confound 
AU unity on earth. 
. Macd. Scotland! Scotland! 

Mah If such a one be fit to govern, speak : 
I am as I have spoken. 

Macd. Fit to govern ! 

No, not to live. — nation miserable, 

330 With an untitled tyrant bloody-scepter'd. 

When shalt thou see thy wholesome days again ? 

Since that the truest issue of thy throne 

By his own interdiction stands accursed. 

And does blaspheme his breed ? — Thy royal father 

336 Was a most sainted king : the queen that bore thee, 
Oft'ner upon her knees than on her feet. 
Died every day she lived. Fare thee well ! 
These evils thou repeat'st upon thyself 
Have banished me from Scotland. — 0, my breast, 
Thy hope ends here ! 

340 Mai, Macduff, this noble passion. 

Child of integrity, hath from my soul 
Wiped the black scruples, reconciled my thoughts 
To thy good truth and honour. Devilish Macbeth 
By many of these trains hath sought to win me 

845 Into his power ; and modest wisdom plu(^s me 
From over-credulous haste : but €^od above 
Deal between thee and me I for even now 
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I put myself to thj direction, tmd 
Uuspeak mine own detraction ; here abjnire 

350 The taints and blames I kid upon mjself, 
For strangers to my nature. I am yet 
Unknown to woman ; never was forsworn ; 
Scarcely have coveted what was mine own ; 
At no time broke my faith ; would not betray 

865 The devil to his fellow ; and delight 

No less in truth than life : my first false speaking 
Was this upon myself : what I am truly, 
Is thine, and my poor country's, to command : 
Whither, indeed, before thy here-approach, 

360 Old Siward, with ten thousand warlike men, 
All ready at a point, was setting forth : 
Now, we '11 together ; and the chance of goodness 
Be like our warranted quarrel ! Why are you silent? 
Macd. Such welcome and unwelcome things %t once, 

365 'T is hard to reconcile. 

McU, Well ; more anon. — 

JSnter a Doctor. 

Comes the king forth, I pray you ? 
DoeL Ay, sir : there are a crew of wretched souls 
That stay his cure : their malady convinces 
The great assay of art ; but, at his touch, 
870 Suoh sanctity hath heaven given his hand, 
They presently amend. 
Mat I thank you, doctor. 

lEwit Doctor. 
Macd. What 's the disease he means ? 
Mai. T is call'd the evil ; 

A most miraculous work in this good king : 
Which often, since my here'remain in England, 
375 I have seen him do. How he solicits heaven, 
Himself best knows : but strangely- visited people, 
All iBWoln and ulcerous, pitiM to the eye, 
The mere despair of surgery, he cures ; 
Hanging a golden stamp about their necks, 
380 Put on with holy prayers : and 't is spoken. 
To the succeeding royalty he leaves 
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The healing benediotion. With this strMi^e virtue, 
He hath a heavenly gift of prophecy ; 
And sundry blessings hang about his throne, 
385 That speak him full of grace. 

Maed, See, who comes here ? 

Mdl, My countryman ; but yet I know him not 

Enter Rossk. 

Macd. My ever-gentle cousin, welcome hither. 

Mai. I know him now : good God, betimes remove 
The means that make us strangers 1 

Mosse, Sir, Amen. 

390 Macd. Stands Scotland where it did ? 

Rosse. Alas, poor country ; 

Almost afraid to know itself I It cannot 
Be call'd our mother, but our grave : where nothing, 
But who knows nothing, is once seen to smile ; 
Where sighs, and groans, and shrieks that rent the air, 
395 Are made, not mark'd ; where violent sorrow seems 
A modem ecstasy ; the dead man's knell 
Is there scarce adt'd, for who ; and good men's lives 
Expire before the flowers in their caps. 
Dying or ere they sicken. 

Macd. 0, relation 

400 Too nice, and yet too true I 

Mah What 's the newest grief? 

Rosae. That of an hour's age doth hiss the speaker ; 
Each minute teems a new one. 

Macd. How does my wife ? 

Rosae. Why, well. 

Macd. And all my children ? 

Rosae. Well too. 

Macd. The tyrant has not batter'd at their peace ? 
405 Rosae, No ; they were well at peace, when I did leave 
them. 

Macd. Be not a niggard of your speech : how goes it ? 

Roase. When I came hither to transport tiie tidings, 
Which I have heavily borne, there ran a rumour 
Of many worthy fellows that were out ; 
410 Which was to my belief witness'd the rather, 
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For that I flaw the tyrant's power a-foot : 
Now is the time of help ; your eye in Scotland 
Would create soldiers, make our women fight. 
To doff their dire distresses. 

McU, Be 't their comfort, 

415 We are coming thither : gracious England hath 
Lent us good Siward, and ten thousand men ; 
An older and a better soldier, none 
That Christendom gives out. 

Rosse, 'Would I could answer 

This comfort with the like ! But I have words 
420 That would be howPd out in the desert air, 
Where hearing should not latch them. 

Macd. What concern they ? 

The general cause ? or is it a fee-grief, 
Due to some single breast ? 

Hosse. No mind that 's honest 

But in it shares some woe ; though the main part 
• Pertains to you alone. 
425 Macd. If it be mine. 

Keep it not from me, quickly let me have it. 

Rosse. Let not your ears despise my tongue for ever, 
Which shall possess them with the heaviest sound, 
That ever yet they heard. 
Macd, Hum I I guess at it. 

430 Eosse, Tour castle is surprised ; your wife, and babes, 
Savagely slaughtered : to relate the manner, 
Were, on the quarry of these murdered deer, 
To add the death of you. 

Mai, Merciful heaven I — 

What, man ! ne'er pull your hat upon your brows ; 
435 Give sorrow words: the grief that does not speak 
Whispers the o'erfraught heart, and bids it break. 
Macd. My children too ? 
Basse. Wife, ohildren, servants. 

All that could be found. 

Macd. ^nd I must be from thence ! 

MywifekiU'dtoo? 

Rosse. I have said. 

440 Mai. Be comforted : 



Digitized 



by Google 



76 HACBSTH. [Act t» 

Let 's make us medicines of our gsoat revenge, 
To cure this deadly grief. 

Macd, He has no children. — All my pretty ones? 
Did you say, all ?— 0, hell-kite I— All ? 
445 What, all my pretty chickens and their dam, 
At one fell swoop ? 

MaJL. Dispute it like a man. 

M<Kd. I shall do so ; 

But I must also feel it as a man : 
I cannot but remember such things were, 
450 That were most precious to me. — Did heaven look on, 
And would not take their part ? Sinful Macduff, 
They were all struck for thee ! naught that I am ! 
Not for their own demerits, but for mine, 
Fell slaughter on their souls : Heaven rest them now ! 
455 Mdl. Be this the whetstone of your sword : let grief, 
Oonvert to anger, blunt not the heart, enrage it. 

Macd. 0, 1 could play the woman with mine eyes, 
And braggart with my tongue I-^But, gentle heavens^ 
Cut short all intermission ; front to front, 
460 Bring thou this fiend of Scotland, and myself; 
Wit^ my sword's length set him ; if he 'scape. 
Heaven forgive him too I 

McU. This tune goes manly. 

Gome, go we to the king ; our power is ready ; 
Our lack is nothing but our leave : Macbeth 
465 Is ripe for shaking, and the powers above 

Put on their instruments^ Eeceive what cheer you may ; 
The night is long that never finds the day. [Exeunt. 



ACT V. 

ScBiCB I.«~I>unsi]uinfi. A Room in the Caede. 

Enter a Doctor of Physic, and a Waiting Gentlewoman. 

Doct I have two nights watched with you, but can 
perceive no truth in your report. When was it she last 
walked? 
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Oent Since his majesty went into the field, I have 

5 seen her rise from her bed, throw her nightgown upon 

her, unlock her closet, take forth paper, fold it, write 

upon 't, read it, afterwards seal it, and again return to 

bed ; yet all this while in a most fast sleep. 

Doct A great perturbation in nature, — to receive at 

10 once the benefit of sleep, and do the effects of watching ! 

— In this slumbery agit^on, besides her walking and 

other actual performances, what, at any time, have you 

heard her say ? 

Oent, That, sir, which I will not report after her. 
15 DocL You may, to me ; and 't is most meet you 
should. 

Oent. Neither to you nor any one; having no wit- 
ness to confirm my speech. — ^Lo you, here she comes I 

Enter Ladt Maobsth, with a taper* 

This is her very guise ; and, 
20 upon my life, fast asleep. Observe her : stand close. 
Doct How came she by that light? 
Oent. Why, it stood by her : she has light by her con- 
tinually ; 't is her command. 

Doct, You see, her eyes are open. 
25 Oent. Ay, but their sense is shut. 

Doct. What is it she does now ? Look how she rubs 
her hands. 

Oent. It is an accustomed action with her, to seem 
thus washing her hands. I have known her continue in 
SO this a quarter of an hour. 

Ladi/ M. Yet here 's a spot. 

Doct. Hark ! she speaks : I will set down what comes 
from her, to satisfy my remembrance the more strongly. 
Lady M. Out, damned spotl out, I say! — One; 
35 two : Why, then 't is time to do 't : — Hell is murky I 
— Fie, my lord, ^e I a soldier, and afeard ? What need 
we fear who knows it, when none can call our power to 
account? — Yet who would have thought the old man to 
have had so much blood in him ? 
40 Doct. Do you mark that ? 

Lady M. The thane of Fife had a wife ; where is she 
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now ? — What, will these hands ne'er be clean ?— No more 
o* that, my lord, no more o' that : you mar all with this 
starting. 
45 Doct Go to, go to ; you have known what you should 
not. 

Oent She has spoke what she should not, I am sure 
of that : Heaven knows what she has known. 

Lacfy M, Here 's the smell of the blood still : all the 
50 perfumes of Arabia wil not sweeten this little hand. 
OhI ohi ohi 

Doct, What a sigh is there I The heart is sorely 
charged. 

Oent. I would not have such a heart in my bosom, for 
55 the dignity of the whole body. 
Doct, Well, well, well,— 
Gent, Pray God it be, sir. 

Doct This disease is beyond my practice : yet I have 
known those which have walked in tibeir sleep who have 
60 died holily in their beds. 

Lady Id, Wash your hands, put on your night-gown ; 
look not so pale : — I tell you yet again, Banquo's buried ; 
he cannot come out on 's grave. 
Doct, Even so ? 
65 Lady M, To bed, to bed ; there 's knocking at the 
gate. Come, come, come, come, give me your hand. 
What's done cannot be undone ; To bed, to bed, to bed. 

l^Exit Lady Maobxth. 
Doct. Will she go now to bed? 
Oent. Directly. 
70 Doct. Foul whisperings are abroad : unnatural deeds 
Do breed unnatural troubles : infected minds 
To their deaf pillows will discharge their secrets. 
More needB she the divine than the physician. — 
God, God forgive us all ! Look after her ; 
75 Remove from her the means of all annoyance, 
And still keep eyes upon her : — so, good-night : 
My mind she has mated, and amazed my sight : 
I think, but dare not speak. 

Oent. Good-night, good doctor. 

[^Exeunt. 
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SoBKi U.'^The Country near DtitisiBftiie. 

Enter^ with drum and colours^ Mentbith, Caithness, Angus, 
Lenox, and Soldiers. 

Ment. The English power is near, led on by Malcolm, 
80 His uncle Siward, and the good MacdufF. 
Revenges bum in them ; for their dear causes 
Would, to the bleeding and the grim alarm, 
Excite the mortified man. 

Ang, Near Bimam wood 

Shall we well meet them ; that way are they coming. 
85 Caik Who knows if Donalbain be with his brother ? 
Len, For certain, sir, he is not : I have a file 
Of ail the gentry : there is Siward's son, 
And many unrough youths, that even now 
Protest their first of manhood. 

Ment, What does the tyrant ? 

90 Cath, Great Dunsinane he strongly fortifies : 
Some say he 's mad ; others, that lesser hate him, 
Do call it valiant fury : but, for certain. 
He cannot buckle his distemper'd cause 
Within the belt of rule. 

Ang, Now does he feel 

95 His secret murthers sticking on his hands ; 
Now minutely revolts upbraid his faith-breach ; 
Those he commands move only in conunand. 
Nothing in love : now does he feel his title 
Hang loose about him, like a giant's robe 
100 Upon a dwarfish thief. 

Ment Who, then, shall blame 

His pester'd senses to recoil and start, 
When all that is within him does condemn 
Itself for being there ? 

Caih, Well, march we on. 

To give obedience where 't is truly ow'd : 
105 Meet we the medicine of the sickly weal ; 

And with him pour we, in our country's purge, 
Each drop of us. 
Len, Or so much as it needs. 
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To dew the soTereign flower, and drowa i^e weeds. 
Make we oor nsaceh towarda Bienam* 

[Exeunt, man'ching. 



SoBNS m.— ^Dunsinaoe^ A Boom in the Cas&e. 

Enter Maobsth, Doctor, and Attendants. 

110 Macb, Bring me no more reports ; let them fly all ; 
Till Bimam wood remove to Dunsinane, 
I cannot taint with fear. What *s the boy Malcolm ? 
Was he not bom of woman ? The spirits that know 
All mortal consequences have pronounced me thus : 

115 " Fear not, Macbeth ; no man that 's bom of woman 

Shall e'er have power upon thee." Then fly, false thanes, 
Arid mingle with the English epicures : 
The mind I sway by, and the heart I bear, 
Shall never sag with doubt, nor shake with fear. 

Enter a Servant. 

120 The devil damn thee black, thou cream-faeed loon ; 
Where gott'st thou that goose look ? 
Setv. There is ten thousand^^ 
Macb. &ee8e, villain ? 

Serv, Soldiers, sir. 

Macb, Go prick thy face, and over-red thy fear, 
Thou lily-liver 'd boy. What soldiers, patch I 
125 Death of thy soul 1 those Hnen cheeks^ of thine 

Are counsellors to fear. What soldiers^ whey^faoe ? 
8erfK The English force, so please you. 
Macb, Take^ l£y face he&ce.^^ [Exit. Servant. 

Seyton t^-"I am susk at heaort, 
When I behold— Seyton, I say J-^-This push 
130 Will chair me ever, or dis-seat me now. 
I have lived long enough : my way of life 
Is feillen into the sear, the ydilow leaf : 
Amd that which should accompany old age, 
As honour, love, obedience, troops of friends, 
135 I must not look to have ; but, in their stead, 
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Chirses not loud but deep, moutii-boiioiir, breath, 
Which the poor heart would fiiiu deny, and dare not. 
SeytonI— 

Enter Sbtton. 

jS^. What 's your gracious pleasure ? 

Madb. What news more ? 

140 Sey. All is confirmed, my lord, which was reported. 

Macb, 1 11 fight, till from my bones my flesh be hacked. 
Give me my armour. 

Sey. 'T is not needed yet. 

Mach. I '11 put it on. — 
Bend out more horses, skir the country round ; 
145 Hang those that talk of fear. — Give me mine armour.—* 
How does your patient, doctor ? 

Doet Not so sick, my lord, 

As she is troubled with thick-coming fancies, 
That keep her from her rest. 

Miicb. Cure her of that : 

Canst thou not minister to a mind diseased ; 
150 Pluck from the memory a rooted sorrow ; 
Base out the written troubles of the brain ; 
And, with some sweet oblivious antidote^ 
Cleanse the stuflTd bosom of that perilous stuff 
Which weighs upon the heart ? 

Doct. Therein the patient 

155 Must minister to himself. 

Maob. Throw physio to the dogs, I *11 none of it.- 
Come, put mine armour on ; give me my staff :-^ 
Seyton, send out. — ^Doctor, the thanes fly from me.-— 
Come, sir, despatch. — ^If thou couldst, doctor, cast 
160 The water of my land, find her disease. 

And purge it to a sound and pristine health, 
I woidd applaud thee to the very echo, 
That shoiid applaud again.— Pull 't off, I say.— 
What rhubarb, senna, or what purgative drug, 
165 Would scour these English hence? Hear'st thou of them? 

Doct Ay, my good lord ; your royal preparation 
Makes us hear something. 

Macb, Bring it after me. — 
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I will not be afraid of death and bane, 
Till Bimam forest come to Ihutsmsne. [Exit. 

170 Doct Were I from Dunsinane away and clear^^ 

Profit again should hardly draw me here. [Exit 

Sojstii rV.— Country near Dunsinane. A Wood in mew. 

Enter, with drum and colours^ Malcolm, old SiWARp and his 
Son, Macduff, Menteith, Oaithkbbs, ANaxrs, Lenox, Bosse, 
and Soldiers, marching, 

Mai, Cousins, I hope the days are near al hand, 
That chwnbers trill be safe. 

Ment, We doubt it nothing. 

Siw. What wood is this before ua? 

MenL The wood of Birnam. 

175 Mai Let every soldier hew him down a bo^h, 
And bear 't before him ; thereby shall we shadow 
The numbera of our host, and make diseovery 
Err in repovt (rf us. 

Soldiers, It shall be done. 

8iw, We learn no other but the confident tyrant 
180 Keeps still in Dunsinane, and will endnite : • 
Our setting down before 't. . 

Mai 'T is liis main hcf)e : 

For whei^e there is advantage to be ^ven, . 
Both more and less have given him the revolt ; 
And none serve with hi«i but oonstarained things, 
Whose hearts are absent too. 
185 Macdi Let our j^t censures 

Attend the tarue erent, and put we on. 
Industrious soldierc^ip, 

Siw, ^ The time appyoa0h^8, 

That will with doe decicdon make us know 
What we shall say we have, and wbat we owe. 
190 Thoughts speculative their unsure hopes relate ; 
But certain issue strdses must arbitrate : 
Towairds which advance the w«r» . [ExtufU^ marching 
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SoBNi Y. — DuQnnane. Within the Castle* 

Eniery with drums and colours^ Maobeth, Setton, and 
Soldiers. 

Maeb. Hui£ ont our banners on the outward walls ; 
The erj ie erHU, '* They eome :■' our oastle's strength 

195 Will laugh a siege to soom : here let them lie 
Till famine and the ague eat them up : 
Were they not^drced with those that should be ours, 
We might hare met them dareful, beard to beard, 
And bmit them backward home. [A cry within^ of women. 

What is thftt noise ? 

200 Sey, It is the cry of women, my good lord. [Exit, 
Mach, I have idniost forgot the taste of feiM : 
The time has been, my senses would have ooal'd 
To hear a mght-shriek ; and my fell of hair 
Would at a (Ssmal ^efttise rouse and stir 

205 As life were in 't : I have supp'd full with horrors ; 
Direness, familiar to my slaughterous thoughts, 
Cannot once start me.— [^Bs-enter Sbyton. 

Wherefore was that cry ? 
Bey, The- queen, my lord, is dead. 
Mach. She should have £ed hereafter ; , 

210 There would have been a time for such a word. — 
To-morrow, and to-morrow, and to-morrow, 
Creeps in this petty pace horn day to day, 
To the last syllable of recorded time ; 
And all our yesterdays have lighted fools 

215 The way to dusty death. Out, out, brief candle ! 
Life 's but a -wa&itig shadow ; a poor idiayer, 
That struts and frets his hour upon the stage, 
And then is heatd lio more : it is a tale 
Told by to idiot, full of sound and fury, 

220 Signifying nothing.— 

Enter a Messenger. 

Thou com'st to use thy tongue ; thy story, quickly. 

Mess, Gracious my lord, 
I should report that which I say I saw, 
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But Iqiow not how to do it. 

Madf, ' Well, say, sir. 

225 Me98*^ As I did stand my watch upon the hill, 
T looked toward Birnam, and anon, methought, 
The wood began to move. 
Macb. Liar and slave I 

Mew, Let me endtire yonr wrath, if t be not so i 
Within this three mile may you see it coming ; 
I say, a moving grove. 

230 Macb. K thou speak'st Mie, 

Upon tiie next tree shalt thoa hang alive, 
Till famine cling thee : if thy speech be sooth, 
I care not if thou dost for me as much.**-- 
I pull in resolution ; and begin 

235 To doubt the equivocation of the fiend, 

That lies like truth : <^ Fear not, till Bimam wood 
Do come to DunsiniM&e ; "—and now a wood 
Gomes toward Dun8inan6.--.-Ann, arm, and out I«^ 
K this which he avouches does appear, 

240 There is nor fiying hence, nor tarryixLg here* 
I 'gin to be pi-weary of the sun, 
And wish the estate o' the world were now undone.— 
Bing the alarum-bell : — Blow wind I pome wrack I 
At least we 'U die with harness on our back. [Exeunt, 

Scene VI,-r,r2%« same. A Plain before the CasOe^ 

EnUr^ with drupa and coloun^ Malcolm, old Siwa^d, 
Jf AcnUFF, etc,, and their Army, with loughn, 

245 Malr Now, near enough; your Iteavy screens throw 
down, 

And show like those you w?e.— You, worthy uncle, 

Shall, with my cousin, your righti-noble i^n. 

Lead our first battle : worthy Macduff and we . 

Shall take upon *s what elpe remains to do, 

According to our order. 
250 8iw. Fare you well. — 

Do we but find the tyrant's power to-night, 

Let us be beaten if we cannot fight, 
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Macd. Make all our trumpets speak ; give them all 
breath, 
Those clamorous harbingers of blood and death. . 

[Exeunt, 

ScoENS YIl — The same, . Another part qfthe Plain. 
Enter Macbeth. 

255 Maeb, They have tied me to a stake ; t oannot fly, 
But, bear-like, I must fight the course.— ^What 's he 
That was not bom of woman ? Such a one 
Am I to fear, or none. 

Enter Yoimg SrWABn* 

To: saw. What is thy name? 

Mw^. Thou 'It be afraid to hear it. 

260 To, Siio, Ko; thou^ t^ou call'st thyself a hotter 
name 
Than any is m hell. 
Mach, My name 's Miacbeth. 

Fo. Sim. The devil himself could not proiiounce a 
title 
More haMful to mine ear^ 
Macb, No, nor more fearful. 

To. Siw, Thou licst, abhorred tyrant ; with my sword 
1*11 prove the lie thou speak'st. 

- '■■ '■.^ - [Th^jfigkt, and young, BiwXBj^ is ilain. 

265 Macb. Thou wast bom of woman. — 

But swords I smile at, weapons laugh to scom, 
Brandished by man that 's of a woman bom. [Exit. 

Alarums, JS?n/er Macduf*. 

Macd, That way the noise is :— Tyrant, show thy face t 
If thou be'st slain, and with no stroke of mine, 
270 My wife and ohil^en's ghosts will haunt me stiQ. 
I cannot strike at wretched kernes, whose arms 
Are hired to bear their staves ; either thou, Mstcbeth, 
Or else my sword, with an unb&tter^d edge, ' 
I sheathe again undeeded. There thou shouldist b^ ; 
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275 By this great clatter, one of greatest note 
Seems bruited. Let me find him, fortune ! 
And more I beg not. lExit Alarum, 

Enter Malcolm and old Siwabd. 

Siw, This way, my lord ; — :the castle 's gently rendered : 
The tyrant's people on both sides do fight ; 
280 The noble thanes do bravely in the war ; 
The day almost itself professes yours. 
And little is to do. 

MaL We have met with foes 

That strike beside us. 
Siwn Enter, sir, the castle. 

[^Exeunt Alarum* 

Me-enter Maobwtu. 

Macb. Why should I play the Eoman fool, and die 
285 On mine own sword ? whiles I see lives, the gashes 
Do better upon them. 

Se-enier MAoiHrnr. 

Mood. Tom, hell-hound, turn. 

Macb. Of all men else I have avoided thee : 
But get thee back, my soul is too much charged 
With blood of tiune already. 

Macd, I have no words, 

290 My voice is in my sword ; thou bloodier villain 

Than terms can give thee out. [They fight, 

Macb. Thou loosest labotlr : 

As easy mayst thou the intrenchant air 
With thy keen sword impress, as make me bleed : 
Let fall thy blade on vulnerable crests ; 
295 I bear a charmed life, which must not yield 
To one of woman born. 

Macd, Despair thy charm ; 

And let the angel whom thou still hast served 
Tell thee, Macduff was from his mother's womb 
Untimely ripp'd. 
300 Macb. Accursed be that tongue that teUs me so, 
For it hath cow'd my better part of man ! 
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And be these juggling fiends no more betieyed, 

That palter with us in a double sense ; 

That keep the word of promise to our ear, 
305 And break it to our hope.— I '11 not fight with thee. 
Macd. Then yield thee, coward, 

And lire to be the show and gaze o' the time. 

We '11 have thee, as our rarer monsters are, 

Painted upon a pole ; and underwrit, 

" Here may you see the tyrant," 
310 Macb. I will not yield, 

To kiss the ground before young Malcolm's feet, 

And to be baited with the rabble's curse. 

Though Birnam wood be come to Dunsinane, 

And thou opposed, being of no woman bom, 
315 Yet I will try the last : Before my body 

I throw my warlike shield : lay on, Macduff; 

And dainn'd be him that first cries, " Hold, enough ! " 

[Exeunt fighting. 

Retreat. Flourish, Re-enter^ with drum and colours, 
Maicolm, old SiWARD, KosSB, Lenox, Angus, Caith- 
ness, Menteitu,' and Soldiers. 

MaL I would the friends we miss were safe arrived. 
Siw, Some must go off; and yet, by these I see, 
320 So great a day as this is cheaply bought. 

Med, Macduff is missing, and your noble son. 
Eosse. Your son, my lord, has paid a soldier's debt : 
He only lived but till he was a man ; 
The wmch no sooner had his prowess confirm'd, 
325 In the un9hrinking station where he fought, 
But like a man he died. 

Siw. Then he is dead ? 

Eosse. Ay, and brought off the field: your cause of 
sorrow 
Must not be measured by his worth, for then 
It hath no end. 

Siw. Had he his hurts before ? 

Basse, Ay, on the front. 
330 Siw. Why, then, God's soldier be he I 
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Had I as many sons as I have hairs, 
I would not wish them to a fairer death : 
And so his knell is knoU'd. 

Mai. He 's worth more sorrow, 

And that I 'U spend for him. 

8itt>, He 's worth no more ; 

335 They say, he parted well, and paid his score : 

And so, Gk>d be with him !--«>Here comes newer comfort. 

Re-enter MAODvit, ipi^ MAOslstH's head, 

Macd, Hail, king I for so thou art: Behold, where 
stands 
The nsurper^s cnrs^ head : the time is frjse : 
1 see theid compass'd with thy kingdom's pearly 

340 That speak my saluta^io^ }Xl theit niinds ; 
Whose Toices I desire aloud with minci— • 
Hail, king of Scotland I 

AIL Hail, king of Scotland t [Flourish. 

Mai. We shall not spend a large expense of time, 
Before we reckon with yonr 6eve)*iil lotes, 

345 And make ns even with you. My thanes and kinsmen. 
Henceforth be earls, the filrst that ever Scotland 
In such an honour natned. What 's more to do, 
Which woidd be planted newly with the time^— '^ 
As calling home our exiled friends abroad : 

360 That fled the snafes 0i watohfol tyranny ; ' > 

Producing forth the cruel ministers 
Of this dead butcher, and his fiend-like queen. 
Who, as 't is thought^ by self and violent hands 
Took oflf her life ;— this, and What needful else 

355 That calls upon us^ by ihe gmce of Oraoe, < 

We will perform in measure, time, and place : 
So thanks to all at once, and to each one. 
Whom we invite to see us erown'd at Soone. 

[Flourieh. Exgunt. 
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ACTL 

I. When, in tbis line is an interrogative adyefb. In Uncft 8 and 4, 
when is an adrerbial eonJnndtion, Connecting the clauses it introduces 
with " we shall meet/*^ unaentood. 

9. Ancn t is tlie atiswttr of second Witeh to the call df Paddock. 

II. Hiywrf 1st pen. plur. imp. ; horer we « let us horer. 

18. Ae seemeth hy hia plight, an att. cl. ittfoduced by t}ie rel. as, and 
qualifying the statement that " he can rejJorf 

16. *GaSfMt my taptMty, i.e,, ligAinst my being taken cftptird. 

19. Aa two ap&nt $uriimwr8t sell, -stand. A forcible simile : the two 
armies are so dosdy looked in combat, that they hayenot room to ^ght< 

21« To thai, sdl./'dei^ee'' or «« extent/ adv. phr. to "do swarm." 

24. 0/,'^'wUh, Oomp. F. mmd de. The R </ iraa once aa yariouslT 
used as the F< de now is. In 1 Oo^. x, 10^ " destroyed of the destroyer/' 
o/=by. 

24 Komes and gaihufglataee, Iflsh fbot-soldiem. Both words are used 
by Holinshed, § 8. The kernes were armed with a diort aword and tscrget ; 
the gallowelasses were partly dad in mail. Shakespeare uses kerne oon- 
temptuousiy, I. 41 ; v. 271. 

27. That name, referring to the epithet " brave." 

28. With his hftrndiaKd eteel, adv. phi*, of instrument, to " carVd out." 
Like valou^e nwnion is an adv. phr. of manner ; i,e.f as if he were the 
special favourite of Valour. 

82. And n^er shock hands, etc The readilig of the fttio ii^ ** Which 
ne'er shook hands, ;" but as that connects the clause with " slave " rather 
than with ** Macbeth/' the reading in the text is preferable. In either case, 
ni?er , , , tiU (88) Is equivalent to no^ . . . ere, TtU properly indicates 
merely the potftt>oning of one Action tiU another has been performed. 
H«ri^«iid elMirhere in Shakespeare, it signifies an indefinite postponement 

87. As whence the etin, etc. These lines must be thus cointrued : — " As 
shipwracking storms and direfiil thunders break {trom the place) Whence 
the sun 'gins his reflectioil ; So discomfort swells from that spring whence 
comfort seem'd to come." The toire here is a Simile ; rendered as a 
Metaphor it would be^ '* The sunshine and the storms of life often spring 
from the same source. 
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40. zVb sooner . . . fyit, the modern idiom is "no sooner than.*' The 
construction and analysis of jbhe sentence may be thus indicated :— 
A. Justice had compelled these skipping kernes, etc., no sooner, 
a. {adv, of companaon)' hvit the Norweyan lord, etc, began a fresh 
assault (soon). 

42. The Norweyan Lord, Qweyn or Sueno, brother of Canute, king of 
England.— Vide Holinshed, §§ 6-9. It will be observed that, in the chron- 
icle, the rebellion of Macdonwald terminating in his suicide, the first in- 
vasion of the Danes, which ended ^n*thB destruction of their fleet, and the 
second invasion of the Danes, which ended in the tombs of Inchcolm, are 
mentioned as three separate events. Shakespeare's purpose is better 
served by their being thrown into one, his genius giving them a new unity 
in harmony with the leading action of the plot. 

48. Overcharged with double crcuks; like "doubly redoubled" in the 
next line, is a Pleonasm. 

50. To bathe ; middle voice, sell. themselTes. The meaning of the sen- 
tence, which is abruptly broken off by the soldier's ftiintness, is~*<I 
cannot tell (what they meant), ezoept (i.e., unless) they meant to bathe in 
reeking wounds, or memorize another Golgotha. " Calvary (L. Calwts, bald) 
which is a Latin translation of Golgotha, only occurs omos In the English 
Bible (Luke xxiiL dS), and not onee in the orlgijiaL It has obvioiisiy 
been borrowed from the Latin Vulgate. 

51. Memorisse aiHother O^l-goiha^ Golgotha is tiie place where Christ 
was cnicified, and means "the ,plftce of a skull." Here it must be taken 
in the general sense of a place of self-sacrifice, and to "memorize" it, is 
to make it memorable. 

65. Assisted by that most didoyaZ traitor, etc. ; another instance of 
Shakespeare's power of adaptation. The hint in H^linshed is a ve»y slen- 
der one (§ 16). The paitlcular act of treason is devised by Shakespeare so 
as to fit into the texture of his plot. 

66. Oawdw, also spielt CaldAr^ hut pronoiai^. Ca'der, a pi^fa in 
Sootl«nd, COS. Nairn and Znvemess. 

67. Bellona^s bridegroom, Macbeth. Bellona was the Bomasi goddess 
of war. 

67. Lapped in proof, lit. clad in armour. Proof may, however, here be 
taken in a moral sigm^catlon, viz.^ irresistible firraness^ or courage, 

68. Confronted him vfith self-comparisons, matched every feat of bravery 
that he performed, by a feat as brave. 

72. That no20, so thijit now^ subordinatjing the clause to "the victory 
f^lonus," 

74. At &Unt Colmes* inch, now InchQoln;!, a small island in the Firth of 
Forth, about<two miles from thp Fife coast. The island was named aiter 
St. Colnmba, to whom a monastery upon it wi^ dedicated by Alexander 
m., about ei^^ty yeara after th». events hjare referred to. Gomp. Ho}. § 14. 

79. rU see it done, "It," direct object; "done," indir8et<>b|eet| after 
see ; i.e., I'll see that it is done. 

80. What he ha^ lost, n. cL, object to " hath won." 
86, Aroint thee, witch I so in l4ewr, iif. 4,— 

*' Aroint thee; witifl», Jiroiut thee," 



Digitized 



by Google 



NOT198. — AGS 1. 91 

8?» ToAUd^pa {fm9f maater <f the Tiger,-^In " Haklnyt's Voyages ** 
(1598), there are sevem letters and journals of a voyace made to Aleppo 
in the ship " Tiger/' of London, in 1683. Aleppo is in mo north of SjTia. 

lOL Forbid, pp. for f oibidden, %.€., inteidioted, iTitlia cone upon him. 

102. Sev*n-n%gkt$y weeks; also se'enight and sennight. Comp. fort- 
night, i.e., fourteen-night, two weeks. 

118. Forres, a town in the north of Korayshire (Scotland), ten miles 
from Blgin, and about thirty from Inverness. 

118. What are theee, et eeq, Oomp. Hoi. S 15- 

127. QlamU, a parish in Forfarshire (Scotland). 

134. My noble partner you greet, etc. Comp. Hoi, §16. 

137. If you can, . . . epeak then to me; a hypothetical sentence, 
having the apodosis in the imperative. 

139, Who neither beg, nor /ear, your favours, nor your hate, verbs and 
objects must be taken alternately : *^ who neither beg your favours, nor 
fear your hate." 

144. Thou Shalt 'get hinge, Comp. Hol„— '<0f thee there sliall 
be borne which shall gouem the Scottish kingdome," etc. , and the chron« 
icU) afterwards traces the line of the Stewarts from Banquo's son Fleance. 

147. Ton imperfect speakers; speakers wlto leave their message half- 
told. It is not their speaking but their news that is imperfect. 

154. Or why upon, itc, n. ol., object to ''say." 

l6l. The insane root, root causing insanity ; Henbane, a narcotic plant, 
the juice of which, botanists tell us, dilates the pupil of the eye. 

160. Macbeth ; the vocative, or nominative of address. 

169. Sis toondets and his praises do contend, 
Which should be thine, or his ; 

i.e.. There is a contest whether most wonder should be his, or praise 
thine ;— a most felicitous compliment The alternative form resembles 
that of lines 139, 140. 

170. Silenced vdth that, adv. phr. to ''he finds.** Struck dumb by 
that thought. 

174. Strange images qf death, n. phr. in apposition with «what thyself 
didst make." 

174. As thick as hail came post v/UhposL The folio has a comma after 
death, and reads, " as thick as tale can post with post." The objections to 
the latter reading and connexion are, (l)tbat the clause, in any case, must 
refer to the number and speed of the reports, not to the number of Mac- 
beth's death-blows ; and (2) thati with tne latter reading, there is nothing 
for " and *' to corOidinate with ** did bear." The obvious meanifig is, that 
the posts or couriers came thick as hail, and every one of them did bear 
Mocbeth'spraiaes. 

180. Pay, inf. of purpose under the regimen of " sent." 

182. In which addition, i.e,, title, a heraldic and legal term. 

185. WhowastheVi€tif(^/ this (like all relative clauses with the corre- 
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lative omitted) may be regarded as a b. cL, snljeet to/' lives.** It Ik rMdly 
an att. cl. to ** h», understood. 

187. Whether he vfos comMned with those o/ Norufay, n. cl., object to *' l 
know not ; " means, I know not whether he openly joined the Norwegians, 
or secretly aided them. Analyse the whole passage thus :— 

A. I know not 
whether he was combined with those of Norway ; 
or he did line the rebel with hidden help a]ad vantage ; 
or that he labour*d with both in his country's wraok. 

B. But capital treasons^ confessed and proved, have overthrown him. 

192. OldnUe and thane of Cawdor, tto. Macbeth*8 speeches are partly 
soliloquy, partly conversational, throughout the Kest of the seen*. How 
admirably this reflects his mental agitation 1 

196. No less, here, is equivalent to ** something greater.'* 

196. Trusted home, adv. phi', of eause or condition to "'miffht' en- 
kindle." If trusted home, t.0., if trusted thoroughly. Home is here an 
adv. 

198. Besidee the thane qf Cawdor, ue,, in addition to the thaneship of 
Cawdor. 

199. To win us to our harm, inf. of purpose, adv. to " tell." Bo idso, to 
betray us, ^1, 

207. ff m, i.e., if it be ill, adv. of condition to "hath given.'* Bo 
also, if good, 210. 

216. Shakes so my single state of man, etc> so overpowers my feeble 
human nature-^so unmftns me>— that aU power of paresent action is pata- 
lysed by my fears. 

217. Nothing is hut what is not; i,B^, theftiture alone (th&t which is 
not yet) is present to his thougbts. 

220. WiOumi mu sHr* Macbeth would evidently })refer that it should 
come about by "cnance.** We can trace in this hesitation and struggle 
what his wife stigmatized as the " milk of human kindness " in his nature. 
Comyare Hoi. § 17,— " He thought with himselfe that he must tarie a time, 
whicn should aduance him theoreto (by the diuine providence) as it had 
come to pass in his former prefermenik.' 

220. Come is here the pp. ; atti to "honours.** 

222. Oome what come may, the first come ts 3d perS. Sing. imp. ; the 
second co^ne is the inf. =s'* let that come which may come." 

230. The interim having weighed it. Abs. phr.=we having weighed it 
in the interim. 

235. They are not yet come, like "are returned** in line 267. Intransi- 
tive verbs of motion in English are fluently coi^ugated with are, as well 
as with have. But the forms are not identical in meaning : he has eome 
refers to the imst act of arriving'; he n come to the present state of 
being arrived. In the Isftter casei ame is used a4Jectively. 

253. More is thy due, n. cl., object to ''say.*' Macbeth deserves not 
•nly " more than all oaa pay/' but even matt tfasen that. 
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268. Know, 2d pers. plur. imp. ; Sons, htnsmen, etc. (267), are in the 
nom. of addresA. We mU estMuk, n. d., obj, of knew, 

271. The Prince of Qumberlan4» Comp. HoL § 17. 

271. Which, here an adj., att. to ** honour/' ^sand this. 

274. Inverness, a royal bnrsh, capital of InyernesB-shire. and of the 
Northern highlands of Scotland, on line river Neas, nine mUes from the 
Moray Firth- 

281 The ej^ wifik at the hand ; ue., Let the eye wink at the hand. 

800. And that, s^MjO, thou must do ihML 

d04. Oolden round, golden circle, the crown. It may also refer, figura- 
tiyely, to the completion of hia career. 

806. Withal is here a preposition governing tohich,S»d Vooabnlaiy. 

807. To say it, adv. of cause to art mad, ^vThoa'rt mad since thou say'st it. 

808. Is not thy master with him f =:Thy master is, etc. The negative in- 
terroMtion, when exclamatory, is equal to an affiiinative proposition. So, 
an affirmative interrogation is equivalent to a negative proposition ; as, 
"Am I my brother's keeper ?"si9ram not, etc. 

31L Sad the speed qfhim, outran him. 

813. Than would make up his message, contr. for '< Than that is (much) 
which would make up," etc. adv. cl. of comparison to "had more j" the 
last d. " which would," etc., is att to " is much." 

821. TkainooommmctikMS tisUings, etc., i,e.. That no feeling of com- 
punction may step m between my purpose and its accomplishment ; adv. 
of purpose, to " stop.*' 

887. that morrow, i.e., there never will be a morrow in which Duncan 
shall ** gpo hence. " Morrow is here used in the sense of moming generally, 
not specially of next moming. 

B$9. To beguile the time, inf. of purpose, adv. to "look/* 

848. To altfir /ovpur, to diange the expression. 

858. Where they most breed, etc. ; analyse thus i^ 
A. I have observe^ 
a^ (n. d.) The air is delleate, 
o^ (adv. c2.) Where they most breed and haunt. 

360. The love that/oltotos us, etc. The meaning is, " Your love is often 
ifoublesome to me, yet I thftnk you for it ; if my love causes you trouble, 
you in like manner ought to thank me therefor." 

864. In every point twice done, and then done double, adv. phr. of 
condition to "were poor and single business."="Xf our service were 
multiplied indefinitely, it were poor and single business," etc 

869. We rest your hermits, %.e., you auiy count upon our pravets for 
you. Mermits here means beadsmen, those engaged to pray for others. 

371. To be hispmwyoir. The right of the crown to btiy up, forcibly if 
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neeeaaaxj, proTUions for the use of the wytA. lioaaehold, irm oatted nw- 
veyance. Tb» commissionen who performed this duty were called the 
king's purveyors. There is here, then, a delicate compliment to Macbeth. 
The king meant to be his purveyor. 

377. Still to return yowr oton; i.e., As we hold everything from you, 
whatever we give you is but returning your own. 

381. If it leere done, etc. It has often been pointed out tha^ the word 
done has a diiferent meaning each time It is used in this passage. It may 
be thus paraphrased :— <'If the matter were all over when the deed is 
accomplished, then it were well it were gone through quicklyi" The third 
it is a demonstrative particlet relating to the cL " it were done quickly." 
The sentence may be thus analjrsed :— 





Con. 


Sub. 


PtlBDICA.TK. 


Obj. 


Adverbial. 


Apodosii. {^ 
Protasis. 1^ 


that 

if 

when 


It 

it 
it 
it 


were well 

were done 

were done 

is done 


.. 


quickly. 


The lelations of the ohoues stand that :~ 
A. 

.. , 1- . 


1«<».C1..8UW 


at^ (adv. cL, oond.) 




OS (adv. el., time.) 



The sentence is both hjrpothetical and potential^clauees A and la together 
form the Apodosis, 2a and a* t^getiber form the Protasis. It has been 
sujSgested that a period should be placed after " well/' and that the cL 
"it were done qiuckly " should stand as apodosis to uie following cl. *' if 
the assasination,^' etc. The only ol^ection to this emendation is that thereby 
the apodosis " we'd jump the li^ to come/'- is left without a protasis, 
unless^ indeed, the optative *'that but this blow might be," etc., is to be 
taken as also implying a condition. 

385. Be-all, endall; ''the final cenaummatien." Tha meaning of the 
whole passage, which its abruptness makes ditHcuLt of analysis, seems 
to be, that " if we could exhaust the consequences of the deed herSf if 
we could get quit of the pricking of conscience here, then we might face 
the lifb to come fearlessly. But we still have judgment here, telling us 
that we but teach," etc. 

396. Who should . . . myself; vrho is here 1st pers. relating to /, in 
''as I am his host." 

405. That tears shall droum the wind, so that tens ete., adv. cl. of effect 
to "shall blow." 

406. The feelings which this speech diseloses as woiking in Macbeth's 
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mind are, fift^, fear of oonseqiifliicefe, i^eeially dread of the tormartB of Ids 
own oTil oonscience ; tetxmd, a sense of the basenera of so violating the 
laws of hospitality, of kindiipy of gratitude, and of loyalty ; thirds a feel- 
ing of kindness and pitv for Duncan (the ''milk of hnman kindness" 
again) ; fowrthf f^ar of the sympathy for Duncan that will be evoked by 
the deed ; fifth, a eonvietion that, except his ambition, he has no real 
motive for the deed. Influenced by these feelings, he has resolved to 
"proceed lo farther in this business,'* when his wife, his evil genius, 
appearsj to tatmt him out of his unmanliness, as she deems it. 

414 Wmdd he, desire to be,MWoiild fain be. 

410. Whttein you dresid yqwrtelff att. cl. to "hope.** 

417. So green and pcde, with so much jealousy (the green-eyed monster) 
and fear. 

425. Like the poor cai€ the adage. The proverb refened to is, "The 
cat loves flsh^ but dares not wet her feet" 

428. That made you break thte enterprise to me. She adroitly throws 
the responsibility of originating the enterprise upon Macbeth, in order to 
make him appear recreant. But it really originated with herself. 

429. Durst, p. of dare^sdidst dare. 

432. Did then adhere, did then enter into omr calculotionsj or were theb 
favourable. 

449. What cannot you and 1, etc. Lady Maeb«fth is careful not to raise 
again the fears she has laid, by using words as plain and as strong as in 
the opening of her speech. Slie puts her thought in the most ineinuatiBg 
form, and tiiat as a question to which there is but one inevitable answer. 



ACTIL 

Z.'Tis later, n. cl. in apposition With « it/* obj. of <'take.** 

6, Their eandles, the stars. 

8. Restrain in me, etc. ; Sanqtio (as he hints at line 20) has been tempted 
in his dreams—" in repose**— to commit some crime from which his waking 
nature recoils, and he implores Heaven's aid against the temptation. 

16. Shut up, i.e., He is shut up, or enclosed. 

19. TFifeicA, relative to" our wUl." 

22. Entreat an hour to serve ; engage or arrange for a suitable time. 

25. deave to my consent^ adhere to my piirpose, or plan. 

26. So I lose rume, so that I lose none (no honour), adv. cL of condition 
to " I shall be counseU'd : " so that -^ if. 

32. She strike upon the beU, n. cl., obj. to "Md** (scU.) that she strike. 
We should now use the simple inf. after. " bid.*' 
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47. Whdeh, here refers to the itaU of the blade end dudgeon oovered 
with blood. 

48. Informs thus, presents this form or appearance. 

52. ffemU ; Hecate was, in Greek mythology, one of the Titans, who, 
having become a goddess of the lower world, sent demons. upon the earth 
and taught witchcraft, whence the allusion in the text Bogs, honey, and 
black female lambs were saorifloed to her. See Note on IIL 365. 

55. With TcurqviiCs ravtsTUng strides ; the folio reads sides^ which has 
perplexed the commentators, and led to the usual efforts of emendation. 
Pope suggested strides, which, from the reference to ''^ace" above, and 
<' steps*' below, seems to give the truest meaning, and is now eenerallT 
adopted. The steps of a ravisher, or of any one who moves stealthily with 
criminal intent, are generally long and cautious. The Tarquin referred 

^^ ** Proud Sextus, who wrought the deed of shame,"—- 

the son of Superbus and seducer of Luoretia. The name, however, must 

here be understood as a general term,=a Tarquin. 

57. WTiich way they wdUc, Which is here an adjective, qualifying its 
cor. '< way,"?=s" hear not the direction in which they walk.'*^ 

58. Where-about, a noun. Where itself is used as a noun : — 

" Thou losest here, a better where to find."— Xear, j. \, 

69. And take the present htyrror from the time, etc. ; i.e., lest my foot- 
steps break the silence which is so suitable to the season and the circum- 
stances, 

' ^. Words , . . ^ives; here grammar is sacrificed to rhyme. 
67. The owl that shrieked; so, 

"And yesterday the Hrd of night did sit 
Even at noonday, upon the market-place. 
Hooting and ahnehmg^—JuLias Ccesar, i. S. 

08. ffe is^ubout it, he is doing it, engaged in the deed. 

70. Possets, potions of wine and milk, which it appears to have been 
customary to take at bed-time. It was evidently his ^sset that Macbftth 
referred to at line 31. In Hamlet, the verb to posset is used, meaning to 
thicken or curdle, as milk does when vinegar is poured upon it. 

74. The attempt . . . eonfoimds, our danger or confusion lies not in the 
deed, but in its being an attempt and no more, that is, a failure. 

87. That, t.«., so that, the cl is adv. of effect to "did laugh," and 
" cried." 

92. As they had seen me, i.e., as if, adv. ol. to "one cried," etc., con- 
racted for " as thejf would have done if they had seen me." Oomp. L. ton- 
qitam^tanquam m. 

98. Listening their fear, i.e., listening to. So, 
" And now, Octavius, 
Listen great things."— Ji^tuf Ccesar* rv. 1. 

There are other instances in old authors of verbs used without the prepoti* 
tion, by which now they are invariably followed^ Thus also. 
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"But ere we could arrive the point proposed."— /«^ti« Cassar, i. 2; 
Milton also has 

" Ere he arrive the happy iale."^Par. Zost, h. 409. 

98. So, %,e,j ** If they are so thought f adv. of condition to '' wiU make." 

103. Ba^ o/ h^iflrt minds, great nature's second course. Oomp. 
** Sleep, gentle sleep, 
Nature's soft nurse:"— ifewry IV. (Part ii.) nx. 1. 
The line in the text was probably in Young's mind wben he wrote-* 
" Tnwd nature's sweet restorer, balmy sleep."— iVtpA< Thoughts, 1. 1. 

105. StiU it cried, etc. It is characteristic of the guilty mind that it 
should fancy itself beset by hidden witnesses, and hear accusing voices in 
the air. 

** Suspicion always haunts the guilty mind ; 
The thief doth fear each bush an officer."— J?«wy VX. (Part iii.) T. ^. 
117<^ /f^^fHi of pwrpose, a voeatlTe phr.na noun in the nom. of address. 

120. Withal. ^' Blood," the object of this prep., must be taken out of 
the oon^ittonal cl., ''if he do bleed." Shakespeare's puns, with which, as 
in the text (gild and guilt) he has marred many iine passages, are even 
more objectionable than his rhymes, (See i. 61 ; u. olO, etc.) Shake- 
speare has repeated this pun in 

" England shall double gild his treble guilt."-'Sen/ry IV. Part ii. 
And in 

** Have for the gilt of France ; guilt indeed."— iTenry V. 

126. The multitudinous seas incarnadine. To incarnadine the sea is to 
give it the same hue that blood gives to flesh. The epithet '' multitudin- 
ous " is not here used for populous, as regards the inhabitants of the sea, 
as has been suggested, but signifies ezhaustless, as regards the extent of its 
waters. 

130. Retire we, 1st pers. plur. imp.9let us retire. 

131. A little toater. What a grand antithesis, to the " multitudinous 
seas," and ''all great Neptune's ocean," of Macbeth's soliloquy ! 

138. Duncan, here the obj. of " wake," not the nom. addressed as has 
sometimes been supposed. The whole phr. is an exclamation, rather than 
a direct address, though " thy " refers to the person knocking. 

liO. ffe should htme oldi.e.,E.G should have olded, or become old, worn 
himself out with the constant fatigue, so numerous are the calls. (See 
Vocabulary, old. 

146. An equivocator, — a Jesuit ; the name was so applied in the sixteenth 
century. 

. 185. My limited service, a service to which I am appointed. 

187. The wight has been unruly, etc. Comp. Juliiu Oassar, Act I. Se^ 3, 
and Act n. Sc. 2. "The obscure bird" is again the owL Vide Note 
on n. 67, 

204. Destroy yowr sight vnth a new Gorgon, This metaphor is taken 
from the legend of Medusi^ the most famous of the Gorgons, and the only 
one of them who was mortal.. For hair, she had hissmg serpents, and 
every one who lo(^xd upon her was changed into stone.. 

a 
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210, Detsih*6 cotmterfeit, etc. Oomp. ii. 117, 118 ; \mt contrast the cir- 
eumstances in wMch the figure is introauced. 

214. To countenance this horror, to be in keeping with the horrible 
circumstances. 

215. That such, etc., adr. cl. of effect to " What's the business." What 
therefore^" how great." 

231. rim (w«, scil. "amiss." 

236. Bodged with btood, with the hadge, or distinctive mark of blood 
upon them. 

242. / did hiU therh,. In HoliHshed's account of the murder of Duncan, 
no details are giyen. Shakespeare has, however, taken many of the cir- 
cumstances inti^uced into the play from Holinshed's account, in an earlier 
part of his Historic, of the muroer Of King Duffe by Dowald, at his wife's 
mstigation (▲.!). 960). From it he has taken the surfeiting of the grooms, 
and their subsequent murder, as well as the feigned grief and mock revenge- 
fulness of Macbeth. 

251. Breeched vHth gore, sheathed in blood ; covered with gory hreeches 
or cases. Stevens suggests that it means covered with blood quite to the 
breeches or hilts. It is more probably a play tipon the word '* breach" in 
line 248, applied to the stabs which the daggers '* unmannerly breeched 
with gore" nad made. 

261. Our naked frailties hidf etc. It must be remembered that they 
have been suddenly called up from rest> and are standing in the castle 
court Comp. n. 134. 

' 266. Against the tmdivtUged pretence J fight, i.e., 1 declare war against 
whatever designs, (pretence) df this treasonous malice are yet undivulged. 

268. Let *8 Iriefiy put on manly readiness. Macbeth echoes Banquo's 
advice : ** Let us dress ourselves and meet in the hall." It would not 
become him to do anything else than encourage the inquiry. ^ 

283. Scene n.— It is noteworthy that the " Old Man" of this scene 
appears nowhere else in the p^^y* He serves the purpose of carrying? us 
outside the castle, and of giving expression to contemporary opinion in the 
ipanner of a " chorus." 

287> As troubled with fnan's act Adv. phr. df cause to " threaten." 

288. Mis bloody stage,— Cottip, 

"All the world's a stage."— il* You Like It, n. 7. 

289. Strangles the troDelling lamp, obscures the siin. 

. 291. That darkness, etc., n. cl. in apposition with "it" in 290. "Is it, 
viz., that darkness does entomb the &ce of earth, etc.,~(owing to) night's 
predominance, or the day's shame ?" 

294 A falcon, etc.. Com}), the enumeration of prodigies here with the 
scene in JtUius Ccesar, descnbing the portents that filled the air of Borne 
on the night preceding Osesai^s murder. 

30S. Are stotn, perfect tense. Vide Note on I. 235. 

810. Thriftless ambiUon, scil., That if thriftless ambition. 
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310, Here we hare an hiBtaxiee of the awkwardnese into which Shake- 
speare's rhyming perorations lead him : the " adieu" conies between two 
clauses of the same sentence. 

812. The sovereigntv laill faU upon Macbeth, n. d. in apposition with 
"it" (811). 

818. And gone to Scone, etc. Gomp. Hoi. § 18. 

813. Scone (pron. Scoon), an ancient royal palace, in the neighbourhood 
of Perth. 

915. Carried to Cotme-kiU. Comp. Hoi. § 18, "It was remdued and 
conueied vnto Colmekill, and there laid in a sepulture amongst his pre- 
decessors." 

818. Thither, i,e,, to Soone. 



ACT? III. 

7. Shine upon, like " to smile upoui** is here used metaphorically for to 
favour. Ae in this line is not the relatiye, but a pure conjunction : If there 
came truth.from them (a thing that may be, since their speeches shine upon 
thee, Macbeth), Why, etc. 

14. We hold. The use of the present for the future brings the future 
event nearer, and indicates the speaker's great interest in it. The 
peculiarity in this case is, that it is followed by a future in the next line^ 
" ril request," which may be called the future of politeness. 

16. The which ; the use of the demonstrative before the relative is com- 
mon with old authors. Comp» It. II spittle, and P. Lequet. The correla- 
tive of which must be taken out of the preceding clause : His duties are 
for ever knit to whatev^ his highness may command upon him. 

25. Go not my horee; the protasis of a conditional sentence, = if my 
horse go not 

27. FaU not ourfeaH ; fail used transitively means to abandon, or be 
absent from, its object, because thereby It Would be dieappoi'nted. The 
object, however, is usually persotial, e.q. (The Lord) " will not /m7 ihecy 
nor forsake thee," Deut. xxxl 6. " I will not faU you."-^-Mer. o/Ven. 1. 1. 

38. Thereunthal, in cOflAetion with all that, ilot necessarily in addition 
to it. 
43. While then^ i.e., in the ihterval, in the meanwhile. 
47. But to he safety ihus, n. phr., subj. of " were some^hiug,*' understood. 

50. To, i.e., up to, equivalent to, to match. His Wisdom is equal to (as 
great as) his dauntless temper, or his valour. 

52. But he, though a false concotd in oiir day. Was not so regarded by 
Shakespeare, or by still earlier writers. This solecism probably arose from 
the use of but sometimes as a ooivj.) sometimes as a prep. 

63. For Banqwfs issue, i.e., for their behoof, a good example of a dative 
of advantage. Observe the repetition of " for them" and ''them" in this 
passage, prompted by contemptuous hste. 
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66. Mine eternal Jewel, i.e,, my soul. Comp. " my darling/ Ps. xzii. 
20, xxxF. 17; "mine honour," Ps. yii. 6; Jer. xlix. 6; "my glory,'^ 
Ps. xyi. 9. etc 

70. Champion me to the utterance, i.e., challenge me to a combat d 
Voutrance, which in the language of chivalry meant a life-and-death contest 
with nakeid spears. 

76. Which held pou. The oor. of this " which" is not " he," hut " it :" 
— " It (».«,, that) which held you so under fortune was he." 

76. Which, you thought, etc. This "which" has for its cor. "it which 
held vou so imder fortune :** constr. You thought which (i.e., it which held 
you so under fortune) had been our innocent self. 

79. How vou were home, etc. A series of n. oL, in the objective after 
"I passed." 

79. ffow you were home in hand, how you were made a tool of. 

81. A notion crazed. Notion is here used, by metonymy, for the mind. 

BQ. So aospeird to pray, i.e., as to pray. So gospelTd means, so full of 
the gospel that they could " pray for them which despitefolly use you and 
persecute you." There is probably also a reference to the name of 
Gospellers, applied contemptuously to the early Puritans. " Qood man" 
(87) is of course ironical. 

93. Valued JUe; what would correspond with a modem "priced 
list," a list in which the quality and value of each dog are particularly 
stated. 

98. Particular addition, a' peculiar title, v. i. 195. From, in the sense 
of different from. 

100. File .... rank. The reference here is more directly (above it 
was so only by anticipation) to the "rank and file" of an army : i.e,, to the 
distinction between the common soldiers of the line who form the rank, 
and the sergeants, etc., and inferior officers who form the JUe, 

103. Whose, neuter, relating to business, the possessive of which, 

114. Bloody distance, etc. ; i.e,. Our enmity has come to such close 
quarters, that every moment of his life is a direct attack upon mine. 

120. But wail his fall; "but "here correlates antithetically "I must 
not sweep him from my sight," and " I must wail his fall." 
122. To your assistance do make love. Court or woo your aid. 

128. The perfect spy of the time. This somewhat perplexing expression 
seems to be sufficiently explained by the appositional phrase, " the moment 
on't." To spy is to look out warily ; a spy is either one who does so, the 
act of doing so, or the result of doine so. The meaning, then, is, that he 
will give them minute infonnation, fast as to the place (127)> and second 
as to the time when the deed is to be performed, 

130. Always thouaht that I require a deamesa ; an abs. phr., the n. of 
which is a ol. = it always being kept in mind that I am to be kept clear of 
the deed. 

146. 'Tie safer, etc. The sentiment is, that it is safer not to have dii* 
turbed peace, than, having disturbed it^ to dwell in doubtful ^Gy. 
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153. We have scotch' d the snake; scotched has been snbstitiited for 
" scorch*d," the reading of tlie first folio. 

157. Both the worlds suffer, i.e., let both the worlds suffer, or sustain 
damage. Frame and toorids are obj. after let ; di^oint and suj^er are inf. 

172. Present him eminence, treat him with great honour. 

173. Unsafe the while, etc. This is a reflection suggested by the advice 
he has just given to his wife : The while (this interval of time) is unsafe, 
since we are compelled to tinge our honour with flattery. This is a proof, 
or indication, of our iasecurity. 

175. And make ourf<toes vizards, eto. Oomp. 

" False face must hide what the false heart doth know."— i. 462 : and^ 
" Look like the innocent flower, 
But be the serpent under it."— i. 341, 842. 

179. Natwre*scopy, ue,, Nature's copyhold or lease. 

184. Yavming jpeal, \a evidently a repetition of the "drowsy hum" of 
the preceding line. 

192. Rooky wood, a wood frequented by rooks, a rookery. 

199. He needs not our mistrusL etc., is said by the secovid murderer to 
the^r«^, regarding; the third: We need not mistrust him, since he delivers 
to us the instructions which Macbeth promised.— Vide line 120. 

216. Was* t not the way t Was it not part of the plan? It will be observed 
that this question is addressed to the third murderer, who in various wayt) 
shows better acquaintance with the ground and the plot than the other two. 
He probably belonged to the household of Macbeth. 

220. You know your own degrees, yott know the gradation of rank 
according to which you ought to sit at table. 

224. Keeps her state, keeps her position of honour ; while he descends 
from it and plays ** the humble host." 

230. We 7Z drink a measure. Measure is the goblet in which the wine 
was measured, here, as is common in modem poetry, used by metonymy 
for the wine itself. 

233. '7Hs better thee without than he withm, i.e., the blood is better out- 
side you, than he is in here. 

241. WTiole as the marble. Marble is often used as the type of perfection. 
The meaning here> therefore, is, stainless and without flaw, as unblemished 
marble. 

260, No teeih, etc., obj. of "hath." 

252. The feast is sold, etc Johnson explains this to mean, <* That which 
is not given cheerfully cannot be called a gift ; it is something that must 
be paid for." 

254. ^Tis given with welcfmie, n. cl., indirect obj. of "vouch'd." That 
feast is formal and merely mercenary, which in the course of it is not often 
vouched (that) it is given with welcome. 

261. Who. Syntax requires wA<»». 
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262. Than pity for nUacharice, Here Whately (quoted by Malone) well 
remarks, Macbeth betrays himself '^ by an overacted regard for Ba&quo, of 
whose absence ^m the feast he affects to complain, that he may not be 
stLspected of knowing the cause, though at the same time he very unguard- 
edly dflrops an aUusUm to that cause, 

280. The i)ery padnting. Nothing but the imagining or deceiving raised 
by your fear. 
282. Flaws, here used (as in Hakluyt) to mean sudden gusts or storms. 
285. Authoriaed by, on the authority of. 
29L Monuments here means tombs^—another instanoe of metonymy, . 

292. Maws of kites, the peculiarity of the kite which is here referred to- 
is, that it is their nature to disgorge by the maw certain portions of their 
food. 

294. Jflstandhere ; this is an oath ss As 8urely;a8 1 stand here. 

301. Murthers, here means death-wounds. Comp. 2i7, *' The least, a 
death to nature." 

Sll. We thirst, we drink,~the cause put for the effect. 

312. And all to all, and drink all good wishes to all, a repetition of line 
309. 

321. ffyrcan, belonging to Hyrcania, a province in ancient Persia, on 
the south and east of the Caspian Sea {ffyroanuTn Mard). 

325. If trembling J inluMt then. Inhabit is here used as a compound 
of " in-" and *' habit" to dress, esc n. h(Mt, a dress. It has "trembling" 
for its object, and we explain ** If I inhabit trembling" to mean, If I wear 
trembling as a habit, dress,or covering. It may also be explained to mean 
If, from fear, I remain at home then. In this case fyrembling is an attr. 
to/. 

332. You make me strange, etc. He means to say, I thought I knew 
myself, and I thought I was a bold man ; but when I see you unappalled 
by sights which blanch my cheeks, I begin to suspect that I do not truly 
know my own disposition. 

339. Stand not upon the order of your going, Comp. line 220, "You know 
your own degrees. Their waiting to retire (as court etiquette requiredy^ 
in the order of their rank would waste time ; when, to prevent the revela-^ 
tions to which Macbeth's madness in leading him, it is necessary that the 
hall should be cleared instantly. 

344. Understood relations, i.e., the relations (understood by augurs) 
between the different aspects of the omens and the events foresladowed; 

346. Magot-pies, magpies; the former, according to Steevens, **i8 the 
original name of the bird." The pie has always be^ regarded as a bird of 
ill omen. In some parts of the countiy, to this day, the superstitiouft 
augur from the appearance of one magpie a birth ; from that of two, a 
marriage ; of three, a death, 

346. The seorefst man qf blood, the most thoroughly concealed murderer. 

848. ffow sa^st thou t ie., what explanation do you give? 
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852. / keep a tervarU /ee*d. Comp. Hoi. § 26, " For Makbeth had in 
euery uoble man's house, one slie fellow or other in fee with him" 

968, Returning were as tedious as go o*er, Comp. Dryden,— 
'* I have already past 
The middle of the stream ; and to return 
Seems greater labour, than to venture o*ex"^<Edijptu, rv. 

364. Young in deed, i.e., inexperienced in doing, in crime, as appears 
from his saying that his fear '' wants hard use." 

865. ScENB y. — Shakespeare has been blamed for mixing up classical 
with northern mythology by making Hecate, a Greek divinity, the mistress 
of the Gothic weird sisters of this play. Toilet defends Shakespeare, 
quoting Scof s Discovery of Witchcraft, to the effect that it was a common 
belief that, in the night-time, witches "ride abroad with Diana, the 
goddess of the Pagans. Diana being one of the divinities with whom the 
triple Hecate is identified. It is also noticeable that Middleton has com- 
mitted the same confusion in his Witch, which is believed to have appeared 
before Macbeth, and to whieh it ha* been maintained that Shakespeare was 
indebted for the whole of the incantations, if not for the very conception 
of the weird sisters. The witches' song, " Come away, come away" at the 
close of this scene, is given at full length by Middleton ; and there are 
other ooincidences, hardly less striking, throughout the scenes in which 
they appear. Dr. Craik, however, justly censures the zeal of the com- 
mentators in making out everything in Shakespeare "to be borrowed or 
stolen," and su^sts, in regard to these coincidences, that probably ** the 
verses in question were common popular rhymes, preserved amongst the 
traditions of the ntUMry or the country fireside." 

876. As others do. Steevens suggests that these words are an interpola- 
tion, and that the lines originally stood, 

" A spiteful, and a wrathful ; who 
Loves for nis own ends, not for you," 
Certainly the words objected to add too much to the line, and too little to 
the sense. 

870. Acheron is here used not in Its earlier sense of a river of the lower 
world, but in its later one, of the lower regions in general. The pit of 
Acheron, from the lines following, must here be taken as meaning the 
mouth or opening of the passage from the upper to the nether world, 
Milton, translating the name (Axea ^tav^ the stream of woe), calls it 
" Sad Acheron, of sorrow black and deep."— Par. Lost, n. 678. 
Acheron was the name of several rivers in Greece and Italy, sX\ of which 
were believed to be connected with the lower world. 

388. Vaporous dro]^, profound. The drop is vaporous as to its form, 
profound as to qualities; and the effects which it is to produce. 

897. *'C€me away, etme moay,^* The whole of this song is found in 
Middlefeon's Witch, above referred to. 

402. Can interpret, middle voice ; meaning " Which admit of further 
interpretation." 

408. Who cannot want the thought, etc. Malone observes correctly, that 
the sense requires "who can want the thought?" the affirmative interro-. 
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gation being equal to the negative response, "no one can want tke 
thought," etc. See Note to i. 308. 

425, ffolds the due of birth; »*.«., wi^^holds the crown, 

427. The most pious JSdward ; i.e,, Edward the Confessor, then King of 
England. 

432. That, introduces a number of adv. cl. of purpose, modifying " is 
gone." 

435. Free Jrom our feasts, etc. The sense requires us to connect /fYm» 
vrith knives: "Our feasts and banquets free from bloody knives." The 
infinitives give, free, do, receive, are all under the regimen of '' That we 
may." 

441. Turns me ; the " me" is here analogous to the Greek, Latin, and 
German dative used to indicate the person indirectly affected. Originally 
it was used of the person to whose advantage or disadvantage anything 
redounded; but it came to be applied to one only remotely connected with 
a transaction, as on-looker or listener. The " me" was used in this sense 
indiscriminately for all persons, first, second, and third : JB.a, "The skil- 
ful shepherd piePd me {i.e., for his own use) certain wands."— J/er. qf 
Ven. I. 3. 

446. Fly, the 3d pers. sing. imp. 

449. Under relates ** hand" to " suffering." 



ACT IV. 

44. Open, locks, whoever knocks, ** Open," 2d pers. plur. imp. ; 
"locks," nom. of address ; "whoever knocks" adv. cl. to "open." 

61. That hath eaten, etc. Holinshed has preserved a law of Kins 
Kenneth n. of Scotland, which devotes to death by stoning any " sowe 
that shaU " eat hir pigges," while she is also to be buried, " that no man 
eate of hyr fleshe." 

^, et seq. The apparitions. Steevens, following Upton, explains the 
" armed head" to symbolize the head of Macbeth, afterwards cut off by 
Macduff, and carried to Malcolm ; the " bloody chil<L" to represent Mac- 
duff untimely ripped from his mother's womb ; and tne "child crowned," 
to foreshadow Malcolm, bearing the boughs of Bimam wood. 

74. Had I three ears, I'd hear thee. The apparition has called his name 
three times, and tMs is his mode of answering each call, and of intmiating 
that each has excited in him an intense desire to hear. 

81. That I may tdl, etc. Adv. cL of purpose to " shaltnot live." 

89. Bimam wood, anciently a royal forest, including Bimam hill, south 
of Dunkeld, Perthshire. 

89. Dunsinane hill, one of the Sidlaw hills in Scotland, co. Perth. The 
name is here accented on the second syllable, Dun-sin'-ane ; in v. iii., 
and subsequent places, the accent is on the first and third syllables, 
Dnn'-sin-ane'. 

91. Impress the forest, %.e,, treat or command the forest like an imprest 
soldier. 
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107. Doth sear mine effe-baUs, i.e,, doth bxun tbem by its fiery, flashing 
brilliancy, referring to the custom of burning the eyes to blindness by 
holding before them a red-hot plate. 

111. The crojck of doom, to the np>brea]dng and dissolution of the 
universe. 

115. Twofold balls and treble sceptres, doubtless intended as a compli- 
ment to King James i., of the house of Stuart, which, according to Holin- 
shed, whom Shakespeare closely followed, was descended from Banqno, 
through his son Fleance (comp. Hoi. § 22). James I. was the first sovereign 
who reigned over the two islands containing the three kingdoms of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland. 

139. Flighty purpose, a purpose suddenly entertained, as if caught when 
on flight 

147. No boasting, i.e., this is no boasting, like a fool. 

155. Whether it was his wisdom, or his fear, n. cL, object to *'know/' 

161. Her young ones in her nest, abs. phr. ; adv. to " fight." 

167. TheJUs 0* the season. The changes of the times ; as in the ezpreS" 
sion *' fits and starts." 

169. And do not know ourselves, scil. " to be so \** because treason then 
Included offences not usually held to be treasonable, or what were no 
offences at all. 

169. When we hold rumour Jrom what we fear, i.e,, when we accept or 
circulate rumours, because we fear them to be true. 

173. ShaU not be long butrUbe here again. The sub. of " shall be*' is 
"it." " But" is a prep, governing the n. cl. following in the obj. case. 

212. Though in yowr state of honour I am perfect, is an antithesis to the 
preceding line : You do not know me, but I am fully aware of your rank. 

216. To fright you thus, adv. phr. of cause to " I am too savage." 

217. To do worse to you, i.e., to do worse than " to fright tou thus ;" 
which probably means to abstain from frighting them thus, to let them be 
attacked without a warning. 

228. Where such as thou may st find him, we should expeet " so unsancti- 
fied that." The construction is to be explained by supplying, after "so 
unsanctified," as to be a place where, etc. 

233. Empty, is an indirect object of "weep." 

235. Bestride ow down-fairn birthdom. Stand over our down-fallen 
birth-right, sword in hand, for the purpose of defending it. 

237. That it resounds, i.e., so that it resounds ; adv. cl. of manner to 
"strike." 

239. Sif liable of dolour, a compressed cry of grief,— appropriate in con- 
nexion with " yell'd.*' 

242. What you have spoke, n. cl. in app. with "it," subj. of "may be 
so." 

243. Sole name, whose name alone, without mentioning his deeds, 
" blisters our tongue." 
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246. You maydewrve. The old copy reads "discerne." The emenda- 
tion (which is Theobald's) is obviouslf correct. Macduff may ** deserve 
something" of Macbeth by betraying Malcolm. 

246. And wisdom, scil. ''it is" trisdom, 

250. A good and virtuous natwe ituxy recoil in an im^^terial charge. 
Johnson well explains this to mean, '*A sood mind may recede from 
goodness in the execution of a royal commisston." 

254. Yet grace must stUl look so, i.e,, though foul things may look fair, 
fair things cannot look fairer. 

260. Let not mijf jealousies, etc., i.e,, do not suppose that my suspicions 
are meant to dishonour you ; they arise onl^ from a regard to my own 
safety. 

279. More suffer, etc., hy him that dtaU succeed, Comp. the whole of 
this scene with Uol. §§ 27-33. 

282. So grafted, i.e,, "to be" so grafted; inf. obj. to "know." 

294. Better Macbeth, than such a one to reign, Constr. : (It is) better 
(for) Macbeth (to reign), than (for) such a one to reign. 

801. The time you may so hoodwink; a translation of Holinshed's "that 
no man shall be aware thereof." 

306. His, this one's, to correspond with "this tithef s." 

315. Of your mere ovm, i.e., of what is simply your awo, withmit toiidi- 
ing the goods of others. 

837. Died every day she lived. Comp. 1 Cor. xv. 81, "I did daily," 

888. ItepeaCst upon thyself, reptoachest thyself with. 

361. At a point, concentrated, assembled at a rendezvous. 

362. Arid the chance qf goodness he like our warranted quarrel, i.e., and 
may the event in its goodness correspond with the justness of our quarrel ; 
be is therefore the imp. It has been proposed to read— 

'' And the chance, of goodness, 
Be like our warranted quarrel 1 " 
And also, 

'* And the chance, goodness, 
Be like our warranted quarrel ! " 
But neither of these emendations seems to throw much light upon what, 
at the best, is a somewhat obscure passage. 

868. ThcU stay his cure, that wait to be cured by him. The malady, as 
appears from the sequel, was scrofula or the king's-evil, so called because 
it was believed that the power of removing the sickness by " touching" 
was inherited by the English kings, from Edward the Confessor (the king 
referred to in the text) downwards, even to the Hanoverian dynasty. The 
practice reached its height in the reign of Charles ii., who, oetween 1660 
and 1664, is said to have "touched" 24,000 persons. The last who 
"touched" for the evil was the Pretender, who claimed this as part of his 
royal prerogative. 

^ 878^ The mere despaiir of surgery, those whom surgery has despaired of 
euring. 
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379. A golden 8tamp, Coins toached by the king were supposed to 
h«ve tlie power, when wom about the person, of warding on certain 
diseases, liiese coins were called Koyal Touch-pieces. 

880. Put on with holy prayers ; the kin^ in touching for the evil, pro- 
nounced words to the effect: "I touch, bnt God healeth." In eanier 
editions of the Common Pi^yer, " the office for the healing" was an integ- 
ral part of the aervice. 

881. JTe leaves, etc., n. cl. in app. to "it," subj. of "is spoken." 

S03. But who knows toothing, except (those) who are ignorant ; att cl. 
to ** those" understood. 

8816. A modem ecstasy, i.e., a new kind of rapture. 

897. For who ; grammar would require " for whom," ic, for whom the 
knell is tolled. 

899. Or ere, before. These two words are a repetition of each other, for 
they are in meaning and origin the same. See Vocabulary, or. 

401. That of an howl's age doth hiss the speaker, so thick and fast do 
they come, that even those but an hour old are stale, and held in contempt. 

407. When I earns hither, etc. Observe that Bosse does not yet answer 
MacdufTs anestions directly, or yield to his last appeal, but again goes 
into generalities, as if seeking for courage to tell his sad tale. 

409. ThtU were eut, that were in rebellion. 

417. An older, etc. Constr. : ** None that Christendom gives out is an 
older and a better soldier." 

484. PuU your hat upon your brows, an indication of deep and speechless 
sorrow. So in the old oallad :-- 

** He pulled his hat over his browe. 
And in his heart he was full woe." 

443. ffe has no children, clearly refers to Malcolm, who knew nothing of 
a father's feelings, and is thus chidden fbr his premature suggestion of 
revenge. 

452. Naught that I am, is self-crimination, as a man may exclaim, 
"Fool that I am." 

455. Let grief, convert to atiger, blunt not the heart, enrage it. The 
msual punctuation of this passage is, 

" Let grief convert to anger ; blunt not the heart, enrage it." 
With this reading, it is difficult to see whom or what " grief" is to " con- 
vert to anger ;" out by taking " convert " as an adj. or participle Qualify- 
ing « grief," a ^od meaning is obtained, and the idea of grief not blunting 
but enraging his heart, appropriately follows up the suggestion, that the 
reflections of MacdufTs last speech should be the whetstone of his sword. 

462. Heaven forgive him too. The word modified by too is forgive : If 
he escape, let him also be foi^given. The meaning is, I will as soon let him 
escape, as heaven will forgive him for his crimes. 

' 464. Our lack is nothing but «tur leave, i.e,, all that we want now is the 
order or leave to start. 
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ACT V. 

4. Since his majegty went into iheJUHd, Steev^ens remarks that ** this is 
one of Shakespeare^s oversights. He foivot ^at he had shut vp Macbeth 
in Donsinane, and surronnded him with oesiegers." This criticlBm seems 
to take the words too literally. They simply mean, since Macbeth fast 
took the field against Malcolm, and do not necessarily imply that he is 
still actually *' in the field" when they are spoken. 

19. TJUa is her very guise, Le,, the dress and appearance which she 
usually presents when thus walking in her sleep. 

85. HeU is murky. Steevens suggests that Lady Macbeth contemptu- 
ously quotes these words from her husband, and shames him for hinting at 
such an idea, with the taunt, " a soldier, and afeard." 

37. Wfio knows it, n. cl., obj. of " fear," = any person's knowing it. 
What, in line 86, is tke obj. of measure or defl;ree, ana may be taken as an 
interrogative adverb, to which the understood, answer is ** not at all.** 

65. For the dignity of the whole body, ue., for the sake of outward rank 
and dignity. 

77. ifo^, in the sense of eAedb^Motsii at chess. 

80. His uncle Sitoard. Duncan, aooording to Holinshed, had married a 
daughter of Siward, Earl of Northumberland, the father of the Earl who 
accompanied Malcolm to Scotland^ 

83. Excite the mortified man. Their provocation would excite even* a 
man who has ''mortified" his body, and in whom all earthly passion is 
dead, i.e., a recluse or monk. 

89. Protest their first of manhood^ fbr the first time claim to be men. 

93. He cannot buckle his distempered cause within the belt of rule, i.e., 
his cause is not one that can be carried on by the usual expedients ; his 
excitement is either madness or rage. 

102. When all that is within him does condemn itself for being there. 
He is so filled with self-reproach, that he sees nothing but crime on his 
soul. 

105. Medicine, Steevens says, means here ''physician," from F. nUdedn, 
and he spells the word in the text "medecin.^ This alteration seems as 
unnecessary as, on comparing it with what follows, the explanation appears 
erroneous. If Caithness speaks of himself and his associates as dropsxo be 
poured along with him, it seeems wrong to represent him as calling Malcolm 
anything but the physic or remedy for the sickness of the state. 

110. Let themfiy aU, a concessive cL « though they all fly ; indicating 
that reports had been brought him of the desertion of his subjects. 

118. I sway by, t.&, I am swayed by ; another example of an English 
middle voice. 

V2S. Q4> prkk thy foM, and over-red thy fmur. Draw blood from thy face 
to smear over thy pueness. 



Digitized 



by Google 



NOTTO. — ^AOT V. 109 

130. WiU chair m$ ever, or die-seat me now. The first folio reads^ " -will 
cheere me eiier or diseat me now.*' The second folio substitutes " disease " 
for " diseat/ which is evidently an attempt to get over the incompatibility 
of " cheere " with " diseat." The substitution of ** chair " for " cheere " 
is, of course, only another wa> of overcoming the same difficulty : and it 
certainly gives a more rational sense than can be derived from the other 
readings. 

136. Curses, . . . mou^Aonour, etc.,— obj. after "I must look to have/' 
understood. 

146. Not so sicky us,, she is ill not so mueh from sickness as, etc. 

168. Deaih and Ifane, a pleonasm, perhaps, like " away and dear " two 
lines afterwards, for the sake of the rhyme. 

179. We learn no other hut, i.e,, we learn no other re^^t but that, etc. 

183. Both more and less, both the greater and the less in rank. 

185. Let our just censures attend the true event, i.e,, may the event justify 
our censures. 

189. WTtat we shall say we have, and what we owe, %,e., the limits 
of our right and our duty, 

197. Were they not * forced, were they not strengthened or re-enforoed. - 

210. Such a word, such intelligence. 

213. Recorded time, i,e,, time of which a record shall be kept, as opposed 
to eternity. 

215. The way to dusty death. Comp. Ps. zxii 15, "Thou hast brought 
me into the dust ofdeeUh,*' 

221. Thy story, the obj. to some such verb as <' repeat," " give me," 
understood. 

234. IpnU in resolution, I restrain or check myself in that which I had 
resolved upon. Jn, adv. modifying "pulL" 

256. Bear-like, I must fight the course, i.e,, like a baited bear, I m^st 
fight against all who enter tne arena against me. 

272. Either thou, Macbeth, etc. If "thou** is correctly taken as the 
nom. h«re, where is its predicate ? Either thou, or else I, sheathe my sword, 
is hardly a logical di^'unction. Malone suggests that a line has been lost 
here, it is not necessary to suppose anything of the kind. It is more 
likely that ** thou " is here used as the pronoun of address without refer- 
ence to its case, and that we should grammatically construe it as the obj. 
Shakespeare has used "he" for "him" in m. 52 ; why not "thou" for 
"thee^ here, especially as it is considerably separated from its regimen? 
The connexion is : "I cannot strike at wretched kernes ; either I strike at 
thee, Macbeth, or else I sheathe my sword undeeded." 

283. Beside its, on our side. 

284. Play the Boman/ool. Probably Shakespeare was thinking of the 
death of Brutus on the field of Philippi (JuUus Ooesar, v. 5), or of the words 
of Brutus in the same tragedy (v. 1),— 
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"By which I did blame Cato for the deaih 
Which he did give himself." 
285. WkUes I see lives, the gashes do better upon them, i.e,, so long as L 
see liying men opposed to me^ the gashes do better upon them than upon 
m«. • 

309. Painted upon a poUf i.e., a painting hoisted on a pole : it hence 
appears that the practices of modem showmen are as old at least as Shake- 
speare's time. 

817. And damned beMm; another instance of Shakespeare's disregard 
of the cases of pronouns. Vide in. 52 ; v. 272, Notes. 

826. JVo sooner . . . biUy for " no sooner than," frequently to be met 
with in Shakespeare. Vide i. 40, Note, and comp.— 

" fairest flower ! no sooner blown but htasted-^^MUton, 

339. Thy kingdom's pearl, i.e,, the best and truest men of thy realm. 

847. Whafsmore todo^tL cl., obj. of "we will perform," line 366. 



EXPLANATION OF TERMS. 



ApodoHs, the principal member of a double 
period, or of a hypothetical sentence; 
th6 conclusion, answering to the pro- 
tasis, ^ 

l*rotasis^ the subordinate member of a 
double period or hypothetical sentence, 
containing the premisses or supposition. 
Itgenerally precedes tiie apodosw: htobe 
its name. 

Diminutive, a derivative word expressing 
the lUtU of Its primitive, e.g., duckling 
worn duek, mannikin fh>m wan, etc. 

Fo^ronyiaic, a derivative from the name 
of an ancestor, to express descent, or 
sop-ship, e.0., Paides, the sons of Pelens ; 
IJojMoi*, the son of Thomas ; FUb- 
WtUianiy WiUiaiMon. 

Metonymy, a rhetorical figure, by which 
correlative terms are in^rclianged; as, 
anthor for works, sign for thing signi- 
fied, vessel for contents, etc., e.^. , *• He 
drank the fatal cup (poison)." 

Simile, a figure of comparison in which the 

The Elements of 



sign of comparison (as, like) ie em- 
ployed. 

Metaphor, a figure of comparison in whic9i 
no sign of comparison IS used. 

Pleonasm, an admissible or legalised re- 
dundancy ; as when the Psalmist says, 
" / cried unto the Lord toith my voice." 

Parage, a form of words without a sultJect 
or predicate; as, Spring returning. 

Clause, a member of a sentence containing 
a subject and predicate within itself; as. 
When spring returns. 

Analysis : The system of Analysis fai the 
forcing notes regards the elements of 
whidi a sentence is composed as of three 
degrees, (l) * single word, (2) a phrase, 
(8) a clause. Thwe elements are elassl- 
fled. not according to the parts of speech 
that introduce them— but according to 
the ftinctlons they perform in sentences. 
Thus classified wey are either Attribu- 
tive, Substantive, or Adverbial The fol- 
lowing table exhibits the system :— 

a Sentence are,— 



1st Degree, 


Verb 


A<iUective. 


Noun or 
Pronoun. 


Adverb. 


2d Degree, 


Predicative 
Phrase. 


Attributive 
Phrase. 


Substantive 
Phrase. ' 


Adverbial 
Phrase. 


9d Degree. 


Predicative 
Chiuse. 


Attributive 
Clause. 


Substantive 
Clause. 


Adverbial 
Clause. 
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VOCABULARY. 



Abed, in bed, ii. 12. [A.S. on, on or in ; 

6«i.bed.] 
aboat, engaged in, lu 68L yLH. TnU-an, 

around.] 
addition, title, a heraldic and legal term, 

1. 182 ; III. 98. [L. od, to ; do, I give.] 
adhere, suit, answer. [L. dd, to ; hctreoj 

I stick.] 
adieu, to God I a aatntaiion at parting, 

n. 819. [F. a, to ; dieu, God.] 
afeaxd, afraid, i. 410. [A.S. a/flmui, to 

fri^^ten, of which a/bBred is the pp.] 
aCawd, conflrmed, iv. 265. [F. affewrtr, 

to appraise, fix a price upon.] 
alaruin'd, apprised, signalled, ii. 58. [It 

a/Z'arme, to arms.] 
all-thing, wholly, ui. IS. Somertliiiig is 

also used as an adv. , u. 9. He was some- 
thing disappointed. [Comp. Sc. d'thing 

Bseverything ; d't(;A«re=seVei'ywhere.] 
an, if. HI- 419. [Radically the same 

word as aridt indicating the equality 

of the two propositions it connects.] 
annoyance, hurt, injury, v. 75. [L. dd, 

to; noceo, I hurt; N. F. annoyer; F. 

nuire.} 
anon, immediately. L 9. [A. 8. on an, in 

one.1 
appal, to make pale, iil 279. In 

dnaucer, intrans., to become pale. 

[L. od, paiUot 1 am pale; F. pcUir.] 
aroint, get iMhind, begone, i. 86. [Goth. 

ar^ car. go; hynt, behind.] 
auger-nole, the hole bored by an 

auger, ii. 257. [A.S. gdr^ a sharp point, 

a spear.] 
ayannt, forward! be off I ni. 818. [F. 

avarUf from atwnoer, to advance ; hence 

vaunt, to boast ; wm, the front of an 

army.] 
aTOUdbea, attests, asserts, v. 289. [N. F. 

voucher, to call ; L. voeo.] 



»^f^ 



marked, smeared, dabbled, ix. 



bane, poison, death, y. 168. [A.S. hana, ■ 

death; whence also Am-tone, a poi< 

sonotis herb.] 
battle, division, battalion, t. 248. [F. 

biMUi W. bcUel The radical idea is 

that of UeOing, A.S. heat^n.} 
be-all all that in, i. 885. [Be, Imper. ; 

aU, intensifying particle.] 
become, to be befltt}ng,=L. decet, i. 54. 

[A.B. ge-cw€man : Ger. he-qutmen, to be 

suitable : (fi- is the A.S. augment^ O £. y, 

as y-cUpt.'\ 
become, to be made, or come to be,sB]l 

fttri. [A.S. t>e-cuflian, to happen.] 



witch, hag^ III. 366. [F. ^eUf, 
fidr : dams, lady. It is used by Spenser 
in \U litcFBl sense, of ** fair lady.**] 

benison, blessing, it. 822. [F. henisaon^ U 
Unedictio.} 

bestoWd, concealed, m. 29. [A. 8. bt-, 
intensifying particle, same as Goth, 
pe-, (L. con-. Prof. Key) ; stotf, a place, 
hence Eng. ttow^ to lay up, stowage, 
eteufard, StuarL] 

birtbdom, birth-right, or privilege of 
birth, IV. 235. [A.S. beorth, ftx)m oear, 
and -ddm, judgment ; as a suffix, juris- 
diction. e.g., kingdom: or state, €.g.i/ru 
dom, wisdom.] 

blanket, thick covering, l 829. [F. 
blanehA) 

blasted, Darren, subjected to a blighting 
influence, lit. destroyed by wind, i 154. 
[A. 8. blasetan, blaesan, to blow ; whence 
blase, blossom, blast, bluster, etc.] 

blood-bolter'd, smeared or be-spattered 
with blood, iv. 117 [Steevens says the 
word boUer is peculiar to Warwickshire, 
and means to daub or smear.] 

boot, addition ; to boot, besides, iv. 268. 
rA.S. bdtf amends, satisfaction, from 
Man, to amend; whence booty and 
bootl^e (profitless).] 

breecbeo, covered, or sheathed, ii. 251. 
(See Note on that line.) 

bralnsLeUjr, weakly, irresolutely, ix. lia 
111 
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Inindad, streaked, as with flames, iv. 1. 
rA.S. brynt, aflame, hryiuint to bum; 
Ger. brennan.} 

bmlted, Doised abroad, v. 276w [F. 
bntUf noise ; bruire, to roar.] 

IlUt, (1) prep., except, ui. 52 (sea Note) 
(2) adv., only, iil 105 ; (S) coi^., express- 
ing the adversative relation, ii. 182; 
(4) negative relative, = which— not [A. 8. 
5ifton=&e-tftan, be out, without; but 
used as an adverb is always preceded 
by a negative, expressed or Implied; 
not htU^only.} 

liattreBB, a projection firom a wall, 
built between the windows, and at 
the angles, a prop or support^ z. 856. 
XF. houter, to thrust] 

"by, prep., past, beside, near to, rv. 181. 
[A. 8. hi, big: the radical 4dea is that 
of nearness; the secondary meaning 
is that of instrvmentcUity. In the fol- 
lowing line from Julius Cassar, the 
first by denotes nearness, the second* 
instrumentality : — 
" As here, bjf Omar, and by yon, cut 
oft"J 



Caldron, a boiler, lit a vessel capable of 
standing heat, rv. 4. [L. ooMarivm, from 
ccddus, (xUidvSf hot] 

capti'vlty, the act of making captive, i. 
16, where it is equivalent to eaptivaiion 
in its literal sense. CcvpHvity is now 
limited to the state of being a captive. 
[L. oaptus, taken.] 

card, diart, I. 97 ; bnt here the reference 
probably is to the "card** or fly of the 
compass, on which the "quarters'* or 
points are marked. [L. cikarta; F. 
carte.} 

ceremony, forms of courtesy, lit a reli- 
gious rite, IIL 255. [L. ceremonia.] 

Chamberlains, those who attend in the 
chamber, i. 443. [F. dumbellan: Du. 
kam&rling.} 

diance, event, that which happened, ii. 
225. |:L. oobdere, to fall ; F. echoir.] 

Chaudron, entrails, iv. 81. 

Cliamel-llOUBe, a place for keeping the 
bones of the dead, ii. 290. [F. chamier, 
a dead-house ; L. oam-iSt of flesh.] 

Cleaye, adhere, stick to, n. 25. [A.S. 
cleo/ldn, or dimm: cleave, to split (woodX 
is from a different root, A.S. c2e(^n, or 
dtl/an, to split] 

<lmt, named, iii. 92. [AH that remains 
or ge-dypodSy the pp. of A.B. deopian. 
dypian. Robert of Gloucester (ISOO) 
writes it ydtpud, Wiclif and Chaucer, 
ydeptf depid: Spenser, deapsd ; Shake- 
speare^ dipt.} 



Cllng» shrink or shrivel up, v. 232. [A.S. 
dimgcMf to wither.] 

coign, an angle or comer, i. 856. In 
masonry, a coznfir stone is eaUed a 
quoin, iv. coin ; L. ctmetw, a wedge. 
*' Coin,* money, is from the same root 
" doubtless trom the stamping having 
been eflteted by means of a wedge."— 
Wed.] 

COmpt, readiness; the state of being 
reckoned up for audit, l 875. [F. compte, 
an account ; h, oomputo, I reckon up.] 

COnfineless. without limits or bounds, 
IV. 286. [L. e(yn, Jlnis, end, border ; 
Uss. A. 8. lea«, suffix of privation.] 

continent, restraining (passions), chaste, 
temperate, xv. 298. [h. com, teneo, I 
hold.] 

convince, to overpower, i. 444; defles, 
IV. 868. [Ii. con, vineo, 1 subdue.] 

copy, copyhold, or lease, in. 179. [F. 
oopis, a picture, image. Copyhold 
tenure is the hol^Ung of land by copy of 
court rolL] 

corporal* having a body, i. 158. [This 
sense is now usually attached to corpo- 
real. L. oorpor-is^ of the body ; and adi. 
corporeusy belongmg to the body.] 

countenance, to favour; to be in keep- 
ing with, II. 814. [F. contenanee; L. 
con, teneOf I hold. — See/avottr.] 

COW'd, depressed with fear, v. 801. [8w. 
kvfwa, to bring down.] 

Dainty, nice, scrupulous, n. 280. [W. 

dant, a tooth ; L. den«,— the worcT is 

therefore equivalent to tooiksome.'] 
deign, grant, i. 73. [F. daigner, to vouch- 

sitfe; L. dignus, worthy. Deign is 

usually intrans., to condescend ; here it 

is trans. =to condescend to give, to 

grant] 
dujolni, fiiU in pieces, ni. 156, where it 

is used intransitively, {h. dis^ asunder ; 

jundus, joined ] 
dolT, to put oflT, or banish. [£. do, of; 

as to don (to put on) is a contraction 

of do, on.] 
dolour, grief, IT. 289. [L. dolor; V. 

doleur.} 
doom. Judgment, day of Judgment, ii. 212. 

rA.8. d^t Judgment, whence demon, 

to deem, to Judge.] 
dudgeoxL (1) the root of the box-tree, 

the hanole of a da««er made of that 

root, n. 46 ; (2) illwui, anger. 
dwindle, to waste away, i. 108. [Dim. 

trom dwime ; A.8. dwinran, to consume.] 

Bamest, a proof of being in earnest, 
money given in hand to assure a bar- 
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gatn, a pledge, 1. 180, 20a [A.B. geomott, i 

eomost, superlative of georuy desirous *. 

W. em, earnest-money; 8c. arte/ L. I 

arrha. Yearn is from the same root as j 

geom] 
OOStasy, distraction, or unhinging of the 

mind, ui. 162; rapture, v. 896. [Or. 

i», out; ^rd^tt^ a standing.] 
end-all, consummation, i. 886. [G. end, 

imper. ; ctllt intensifying particle.] 
entreat, ask, arrange for, ii 22. [F. en, 

iraicUr, to meddle with ; L. tractare, to 

handle.] 
eQillTOCator, one who uses words in a 

double sense, a Jesuit, u. 146. Gomp. 

"Then, said the Hind, as you the 

matter state. 

Not only' Jesuits can equivocate." — 

Drtden, Hind and Panther. 

pLk cegutUf equal, voa;, a word ; F. dqui- 

vogtte,] 
ere, before, rv. 89». [A.S. car; Goth, air, 

first. See or J] 
expedition, speed, swiftness, ii. 245, 

where it Is used in the sense of expedi- 

tUjueneas, [See speed.} 



Fall, (1) intrans., to miss, to be unsuc- 

- cessftil, I. 439 ; (2) trans., to be absent 
flrom. III. 27. [F. faiUirj to faU, slip ; 
L. fallere, to deceive.] 

fBXeweU, go well I II. 319. An expres- 
sion of good-will at leave-taking, good- 
bye. [A. 8. /bran ; Ger. fahren, to go. ] 

farrow, a utter of pigs, IV. 62. [A.S. 
/fork, a litter; L. verres; Gr. t^^Mg ; 
F. verraL} 

fantastical, imaginary, creatures of the 
phantasy, i. 182, 215. [Gr. ^«iy*», 
I make to appear.] 

faTOnr. expression of face, i. 848. Comp. 
" I have surely seen him, 
His favour is familiar to me. "— 

Cyvai), v. 5. . 

And, 
" I know that virtue to be in you, 
Brutus, 
As well as I do know your outward 
favour."— Jul. Ccds. i. ii. 
The name which belongs primarily to 
the feeling is here transferred to that 
by which the feeliug is most readily 
Indicated. It is noteworthy that 
'* countenance" is an equivalent for 
favour id both its senses.— r«Z« Craik's 
English of ShaJoespearety. 87. {L. favor; 
F. faveur.} 

fee-nief, private or personal grief, grief 
which belongs to an individual, as con- 
trasted with that which concerns ** the 
generai cause;" iv. 422. IFee is Aa 



feoh, (I) cattle, (2) money or property : 
comp. L. pecus, cattle ; pecu/nia, money. 
Fit^ and feud, an estate held by an in- 
ferior on condition of military service 
(feudal tenure), are of the same root. 
Grief is F, grief, from L. gravis, heavy. 
Gri^is thus heaviness of heart] 

fell, adj., cruel, iv. 217, the redundancy 
in "fell cruelty" must mean absolute 
or excessive cruelty. [F. felle, and fiUm, 
cruel, whence E. felon.— Wed. Sc. feU, 
clever, mettlesome.— J.] 

fell n., skin, v. 208. [Goth. ftUi, O. N. 
fell; Du- vel; L. pell-is.] 

fle 1 inter]., expressing disapprobation, 
V. 86. [Ger. pfui ; W. # / also Gr. pZ ; 
L. phy, vce, vc^ " The origin is the act 
by which we are instinctivdy led to de- 
fend ourselves against a bad smell, vi2., 
shutting the passage through the nose, 
and expelling the breath tJirough the 
screwed-up mouth and protruded lips." 
—Wed.] 

flretUnge, first produce, or offspring, 
IV. 141, 142. [The termination -ling is 
the A.S. suffix meaning state or condi- 
tion, and also forming diminutives, as 
dudc-ling : -ling is compoimded of the 
diminutive suffix -el, and -iTig which, 
originally a genitive suffix, was em- 
ployed to make patronymics. The ideas 
of "son" and "little-nesa" are ob- 
viously cognate.] 

fits, intermittent periods, changes, as in 
the expression " fits and starts," iv. 167. 
[It. fiaia, time.] 

flaws, sudden storms, iii. 282. [Sw. 
flaga, (1) a blast of wind ; consequently, 
(2) a crack, a lt>reach, a flaw. Flag, 
flag-Btoue, &nd flake, are from the same 
root] 

flighty, sudden, suddenly formed, iv. 
139. [From fly, A.S. fkogan ; Ger. 
fliegen."] 

flont, insult or mock, i. 62. [AS. 
flitan, to scold ; Sc. fiyte.'] 

foysons, plenty, IV. 814. [F. foison, 
abundance ; from L. fusio, a pouring 
out] 

£rieze, the border, usually ornamented 
with figures, rimning beneath the cor- 
nice in architecture, i. 856. [¥. frise ; 
It. fregio. Wedgewood connects these 
words, as well as frieze, coarse cloth, 
and freeze, frost, frigid, with the same 
root, friss or frit, representing a rust- 
ling or shivering motion.— Vol. ii. p. 98.] 



QallOWglasses, Irish foot- soldiers, 

partly clad in mail, i. 24. 
germlns, germs, seeds, iv. 56. [L. ger- 

n 
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men, a sprig, from gen- rool of giffno ; Gr. 
ytytfuu^ I beget] 

gO<lr«yld, also Qod, iid, Ood^Od, Ood 
shield or jwotect, an exclamation of 
thanks, i. 362. 

forgon, II. 204. See Nota 

fOBpell'd, ftiU of, or skUled in, the gos- 
pel, ni. 86. £A. & god, good; apell, 
spesoh, message. The vord gospel is 
therefore a translation of evangely Gr. iv, 
well, &yytXi», a message.] 

gouts, drops, II. 46. [F. goutte, a drop ; 
L. gutta.] 

graymalkilL a cat, or a hare, i. & [Mal- 
kin means (1) a spirit, (2) a maid-ser- 
yant Sc. maukin, has the same mean- 
ings ; hnt it originally means a hare, 
which shonld therefore probably be 
taken as the third meaning of malkin as 
welLJ 

grooms* attendants, n. 114. [A S. 
gima, a protector, from gyman, to take 
care of ; the ** r" Is thns intrasive.] 

gnUt, olTenoe, conduct which has to be 
atoned for, ii. 121. [A.S. gildan: Ger. 
gdten, to reqnite, to atone for.] 

gnlse* fashion, appearance, v. 19. [F. 
guise ; Ger. vfeise ; E. vfise and its com- 
ponnd itihsr-vHse, which is sometimes 
written oi%er-gua$; So. gyu, a mode ; 
gyta/Ty a mummer ; gyis, a mask.] 

fflM. See/ee-orr^A iv. 422. 

Harbinger, a forermmer, Ui one sent 
toprepareharbonrage, L 276. [Hat^xmry 
from AS. here, an army, and heorgan, 
to shelter. The secondary meaning of 
thft word is any place of shelter ; Ger. 
httbeirge: It aMvrgo: F. auherge, an inn 
or harbonr for travellers.] 

harpler, an imp, or harpy, iv. 8. [Gr. 
etpvvtatf (1) the snatchers, le., whirl- 
winds ; (2) winged monsters ; from 
ii^^im, I snatch; U haTpy{c$,' F. 
harpie.] 

liautlM>7, an oboe, a wind instrument, 
somewhat resembling a clarionet, iv. 103. 
[F. tou^, high ; hois, wood.] 

liaTing, possession, 1. 185. [jL^JuMan; 
Q&Thi&en: Dan. htmer; P. twoir/ L. 
Tidbere, to have or hold.] 

Itormita, beadsmen, those engaged to 
pray for othen, i. 869. [Gr. Ifif^Sf 
solitary; F. hermtU, ermite.] 

hie, hasten, iil 84. [A.S. hlgan, to en- 
deavour, hasten.] 

bOlPf helped, the old n. of help, i. 372. 
where it is used for we old pp. hdlpen. 
(AS. Mpa/n, to help ; pp. holpen.] 

liome, closely, ftdly, x. 196. [The adv. 
home is really the noun, governed by 



*' to" understood. It is used as an a4). 
in Aome-thrust A.S. hdm/ Sc. Mme: 
Ger. Aeim/ Du. heim.] 

hoodwink, to deceive, impose on, iv. 301. 
[ASl hdd; Ger. htU, a covering for the 
head ; and winelan, to move often, to 
wi7ik: whence also i^ince.] 

hnrly^llirly, uproar, tumultuous stir, 
the noise produced by rapid motion, 
1. 3. [Hurly, fh>m hurl and whirl ; burly, 
fix>m birr, to make a whiiring noise. F. 
hwlubeHu, Du. holder de bMer, topsy- 
turvy ; E. ?ii«Ma6aioo.— Wed.] 

llllSbaadry, thrift, carefolness, ii. 4. 
[AS. hits, a house; and bueiid, one 
dwelling, a farmer, firom bucm, to tllL 
It has also been derived trom boruia, 
one tied or bound, ftrom Mndon, to bind. ] 

hush, silence I in. 10. [The word is 
simply the sound naturally made in en- 
Joining silence; 'st, hist, whist; Ger. 
1st, bseh: F. ehut: Sp. chito. Hush is 
also used as an a4J.* tn hush-money.} 



IZLcamadlne, to redden, to die flesh- 
colour, II. 126. [L. in, cam-is, of flesh.] 

InclL an island, i. 74 ; usually a prefix, as 
in Inch-colm, Inoh-keith. It is used as 
a noun in the names of two large 
meadows at Perth, called the Inches. 
[Gaelic, Innis, an island. 

iluorms, assumes a form or api^efurance, 
II. 48. [L. in, forma.'] 

Instant, the present, x. 834. [L. in, on ; 
stans, standing.] 

Intermission, intervening time, ob- 
stacles, IV. 459. [L. inter, between ; mis- 
sus, sent 

Intrencbaat, indivisible, that cannot be 
' cut, V. 292. [/»- is the negative prefix ; 
Sans, anr; Gr. ^f- ; AS. im-/ not to 
be confounded with the L. pr^x in-, 
into, in intrench, which is Sana ina-; 

c Gr. liH ; F. en-; B. in^, en-.} 

Jutty, a projection, a window projecting 
or jutting beyond the main wait of a 



buOding,~i. 856. [L. jacttts, thrown ; F. 
jet^e ; B. jut ; &na jetty, a quay.] 
jewel, a precious thing, '* eternal Jewel,' 



the soul. III. 66. See Note. [F. joyau, 
jouel; It aioia, Joy.] 
Jnggllng, deceitful, performing tricks of 
sleight of hand, v. 302. [Old V.jougleor, 
jugUur, a coi^urer; F. jouer, to play; 
G^. gaukUr ; AS. geogdere.} 



Xlnd'St, most convenient, or proper, ii. 
. [A .S. eyn, race, whence kind, the 
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feeling approprUte to those of the same 

fiunily ; Mcoming, fit. Comp. 

** A little more than hln and less than 

kind:*— Hamlet. 

kemefl, Irish foot soldiers, armed with 

a short sword and shield, x. 24. Used 

contemptuously, perhaps because they 

were mercenaries, l 44. v. 271. IKeltic.'} 

Lap]>'d, clothed or covered, i. 67. rA.S. 
lavpe : Ger. Tapptn, a firagment of doth, 
a^p.] 

lai^eM, bounty, gifts, n. 14. [F.Iatvww/ 
L. lorattf, abundant. J 

latch, to catch, IT. 421. CA.S. tocccm, to 
seize ; F. loquett the laicK of a door, dim. 
kUcha. LoM is fhmi the same root] 

latedf made late, retarded, usually 1»- 
lated, HI. 20S. [Goth, lata: Dan. lad, 
lazy ; A.S. last: Ger. laasJ) 

lease, the letting of lands for rent, iv. 96. 
The tenant is called the 2eate-Ao2der, or 
lessee; the landlord, the lessor. [F. 
laisser; E. let."] 

lees, sediment, grounds, that which lies 
at the bottom, ii. 229. [F. lie; A.S. 
licgan, to lie. 

leisure, convenience, lit vacant time, 
II. 24. [F. loisir, from laisser, to leave, 
to let ; whence also E. lease, q.v.'] 

liege, a vassal ; but n i. 284 it is a eon- 
traction for liege-lord, a feudal superior. 
[F. lige; L. ligare, to bind. But wedge- 
wood, followixig Ducange, prefers to de- 
rive m. liege, and F. lige, from Medi«val 
L. litus, lidus, lediis, a man between a 
serf and a free man.] 

llly-llver'd, white livered, cowardly, v. 
124. 

limbeck, contracted from alembic, a 
still, a vessel filled with vapour, i. 447. 
[Arabic] 

limited, special, appointed, n. 185. [L. 
limeSy a boundary.) 

line, strengthen, lit. to cover the inside, 
hence to strengthen secretly, 1. 188. [L. 
linum, flax, whence lineUf much used 
for lining other cloth.] 

lodged, laid (by the wind), iv. 52. [A.S. 
kigian, to lay ; Buss, logn, to place ; lay 
is from the same root] 

loon* a rogue, a rascal, a la^ fellow, v. 
120. [More frequently used in Sc. and 
spelt variously, UntUt loune, Uwn, 
lotone.] 

MafOt-piee, magpies, ni. 845. IMa^ot, 
mag, madge, a ftodliar name for mag- 
pies ; ^e from F. pie; L. pica; Sc. 
piyot.1 

maasioazy, dweUing-place, I. 854. [L. 
mansvM, to remain; Sc. manse.] 



manyl By Mary f ni. 404. Comp. 
*^By Holy Mary I '•—flaiiry vin. 

marsTialVstt dbectest, n. 42. [K Mar- 
shal; Sc. mareschdl, from AS. meere, a 
horse, and scale, a servant ; hence it 
signified (1) a servant or keeper of 
horses (curator eguorwn.) ; (2) the mas- 
ter of the horse attached to the king's 
household, which gave rise to the titles 
of Earl-marsJutU, the eighth great officer 
of state in England, and Earlmaresekal, 
the commander of the cavalry in the 
royal armies of Scotland. Hence to 
inarshal means to set in order, to man- 
age, to direct 

martlet, the swift, or swallow, i. ^53. 
[Dim. of martin, one of several kfads of 
birds named after St Martin, m, F. 
marlivrpiclitury the king-fisher. F. 
martinet is also a dinu of marfifk} 

mated, puzzled, in the senae of check- 
mated m chess, v. 77. [F. fftater, to 
mate ; Sp. matar, to kUL] 

maws, stomachs, m. 29S. [Qer. magen : 
A.S. maga.'] 

measure, a wine goblet^ m. 280. (See 
Note.) 

metapliysical, supeniatnial, l 806. 
[Gr. fssra^ aftec, and ^iwtf, natiura] 

mettle, spMt, courage, L 458. [RMeM; 
Gr. /Kiri^XXtfy.l 

minion, favourite, i. 80. [P. migno%i 
It migwme, a darling ; F. menu, smalL] 

mortified, ascetic, devoted to a solit^ 
and harsh life, v. 88. (See Note.) [£. 
mort-is, of death; -yv, I«. suffix, signify- 
ing to make.] 

mounch'd, munched, chewed, i. 85. 
[Probably connected with F. manger^ to 
eat] 

multitndinons, exhaustless, n. 126. 
[L. mvUttudo, from muUtu, many.] 

mnrlsy* <iark, gloomy, v. 85. CI>an. 
mark, dark.] 

murther, an old fonn of murder, i. 215. 
[A 8. marthor ; worth, death ; L. mmi-is, 
of death.] 

Kaugbt, a worthless thing, iv, 452. [A.S. 

na, no ; whit, thing.] 
newt, a small lizard, iv. 14. [A.B. afeU ; 

nonpareil, nonsuch, having no eqtia^ 
HI. 338. (F. wm, pareU : L. par, equal) 

Old. olded, become old, contraeted foe 
eoZdod, the pp. of A.& exOMam, to grow 
old. II. 140. 

ope, open, u. 200. 

or, before, iv. 898. [A S. or, onl, the be- 
ginning, probably the sameas the twAmt- 
of L. trr-i/rt, to arise, w-igo, origin ; Gr. 
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•^ftffu, to rouse. This word or Is qttlte 
distinct from the alternative oonjuno- 
tion ** or." The word is frequently used 
in Sc. in the sense of " before," as indi- 
cating (1) priority in time, and (2) pre- 
ference ; i.g., 

(1) " And they that at the seige lay, 

Or it was past the fifth day. 
Had made," eta.— Barbour. 

(2) "Therefore in aventnre to dee 

He wa'd him put or he wa'd flee "-76. 
i.e., he would rather put himself in dan- 
ger of death than flee. We find or euer 
together in the Bible of 1551,—" But we 
(or eiter he come neare) are redy in the 
meane season to kyl him "--(Acts xxiii. 
15). In the authorized version It is also 
*' or ever " in this passage.] 

OV6rH30Xne, pass over, in the lit. sense of 
the elements oome over^ in. 881. 

owe, derive, 1. 158 ; possess, i. 248 ; to be 
owing, V. 189 ; now used in the sense of 
to be indebted, to be bound. [AS. 
dgaUf to possess; g and w are inter- 
changeable, e.g., AS. rnaga: £, maw; 
sorg^ sorrow ; suga^ sow ; fugely fowl ; 
hogtty bow, etc. See also under guise. 
From the past part, owen (figen\ is 
formed to ovm, (1) to possess, (2) to 
acknowledge. From the past tense, 
owed (dht)f is formed oug?U, (1) pos- 
sessed, (2) as a present or future, is 
bound, or should. The accented a is 
preserved in tlie Sc. avm, awner. Comp. 
Gr. t^ttK] 

Paddock, a toad, I. 9. [Dim. from AS. 
pad-; Sc. jntddock. This word is not to 
be confounded with E. paddock, an en- 
closure, which is a corruption of pearroc, 

P^fier, to trifle, shuffle, v. 303. [F. pol- 

tron, a coward j E. poltroor^.} 
parley, council, or meeting, ii. 215. [F. 

parler, to speak.] 
patch ! a contemptuous expression for a 

person, a deceiver, v. 124. [It. pezza^ a 

clout.] 
peak, to become lean, 1. 108. [A S. pyc-an, 

to pick.] 
plight* condition, i. IS. [A.8. plihtan, 

to pledge : Plight meaus--0) ^^ thing 

pledged ; (2) something put in a state 

of risk, and hence the state of risk itself, 

or any unfortunate state.] 
portable, bearable, snp-portable, iv. 814. 

[L. porto, I bear, carry.] 
possets, potions of wine and milk, ii. 70. 

See Note. 
posters, quick travellers, i. 112. [F. 

poster, to travel ; E. post.'] 



pretence, aims, designs, il 966L [L. 

pre, forward, tendo, I stretch.] 
pretend, expect, claim, ii. 80a. [gee 

above : thus a claimant of tiie throne is 

called a pretender.} 
prologue, introduction, preface, l 204. 

[L. prologtu ; Gr. r^^, before, and Xey«tf 

a discourse.] 
purveyor, a provider, a victualler, i. 

371. See Note. iV.pourvovr;L.promdeo.} 



Quarry, prey, a heap of killed game, iv. 

432. [F. oarrrf, and quarr^t a square.] 
quelL killing, murder, i. 452. [A.S. 

cwellanf to smother, quell, kill ; E. qvr, 

and AS. cw-y are interchangeable, «.(jr., 

A B. cw^ =sJS*. qu£en.} 
dUench'd, extinguished, ii. 6d. [A. 8. 

cwencan, to put out, (1) fire, (2) thirst, 

(■3) any burning appetite.] 
quarters, directions, regions, i. 96. [W. 

cwar, a square ; F. quart, qua/rtier; h. 

guartus ; ttom the expression, the four 

quarters of the globe, the use of quarter 

in the general sense of region has 

arisen.] 



Bapt, taken, transported, i. 180. [L. 
mpt-M, seized : cognate to this is A.& 
reafiom, to tear away, whence tvotw, 



shirif, etc.] 

rayell'd, tw" 



rayell'd, twisted, confused, entangled, 
II. 101. IBaivel is sometimes used in tiie 
opposite sense, to disentangle, to un- 
weave ; e.^., 
** Let him make you to ravel all this 
matter onf—HamUL 

ravin, to tear. It. 310. [A.S. rec^n^ to 
tear awry. See £apty above.] 

ravin 'd, ravenous, iv. 24. [A.S. reafian, 
to tear away.] 

rawness, unpreparedness, iv. 257. [A.& 
hreaxo, raw.] 

rent, abs. rend, iv. 894. [AS. /treTwfew, 
to tear.] 

ronyon, a fat bulky woman, i. 88. [F. 
roanon, the hip.] 

rooky, ftill of, or freorxented by, looks, 
HI. 192. [A.8. hroc: Ger. roehs, a cxow.] 



Sag, to sink, or to hesitate, ▼. 119. [The 
same as swag and tfuwcy,— to incline to 
one side.] 

say, narrate, rehearse, 1. 17. [AS. sagan, 
to speak or say.] 

scotch'd, cut with shallow incisions 
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whi^h toon '*oIOBe again," lu. 168; 
wounded, as opposed to " kill'd." 

seeling, biindiDg, m. 187. [F. SiUer (les 
yeux) to coyer or skaif the eyes of a 
hawk.] 

Bliag'»lialz'<L having rough, woolly hair, 
IV. 229. (Shagt from A.S. scecuga, a 
clump or hush of hair, whence also 
shocht in shoch-headed, J7air, A. 8. 
Acw.] 

shard-liome, home on shards, the hard 
scales which cover the gauzy wings of 
the beetle, and which also bear it up in 
its flight, ni. 188. [A. 8. scyrian, to cut ; 
whence also sheaVf sJutret etc] 

BUp-wraoUng, cauMng ship-wreck, 
L 37. [Wmck^ like wreck and wreak, is 
fh>m A,S. wraeoan, to revenge ; whence 
also wraeooOf an exile, a wretch.'] 

single, weak, unsupported, l 216, 865. 
[L. 8MgtUu$f alone ; from aim. one.] ' 

Sklr, scxir, scour, to move rapidly over a 
country for the purpose of exterminat- 
ing enemies, v. fl44. [A. 8. »cyr<Mi, to 
cleanse by rubbing; Goth, scatbron; 
Oer. scheuem: B. «xmr.] 

slab, wet and sticky, rv. 80. [A. & alippcm, 
to «Zij?, to he slippery.] 

sleaye, silk untwisted, in its raw state, 
entangled threads, u. 100. [I& aU^fa, 
knotted thread.] 

slights, n., arts, sleights, ni. 890. [Ger. 

^Mhlich: B. dy. The a<y. slight, unim- 
portant, is from Oer. scMichtf plain, 
homelv.] 

sllYer'a, split, torn asunder, iv. 28. [A.& 
sli/cm, to rend.] 

solemn, formal, in state, iii. 14. [L. 
solUnnis, once a year.] 

SOlldtlngy encouragement, solicitation, 
I. 206. [L. toUidtare, to stir up.] 

sore, severe, troubled, ii. 285. [A, 8. sdr, 
pobi, sorh, grief; E. sorrow; Sc. sair; 
Oer. sorg ; L. 9everu» ; Gr. ^ifigfuu,] 

specnlatton, the act of seeing, iii. 315. 
[L. spedo, I look at.] 

speeo, advantage in haste, i. 811. (A.S. 
spM, progress ; comp. Gr. r«'«v}% 
which is probably connected with «'«i?#, 
as L.eai9)ed{re is with pes/ K/oot] 

spongy, bibulous, like a sponge, i. 450. 
[Gr. 09r§yytt ; L. apon^; F. Sponge.} 

StamiK a coin, or piece of money, iv. 879. 
See Note. [Du. stampen: Ger. stomp/era, 
F. estamperf to stamp.] 

Stanchless, unable to be stemmed, iv. 
304. [P. ertamher ; L. stagnare, to stop.] 

StUL hitherto, in the past, iil 21. [A,S. 
stiue, quietly, fixed.] 

swelterd, suffocated, as with heat, iv. 
8. [A.S. swealt-ant to die, which is from 
iiceoton, to bum.] , 



swoop, the deseant of a bird of prey upon 
its quarry, iv. 446. [A.a swdpan, to 
sweep, pp. rnooop.] 



Teem, to be full, lit to bring forth, iv. 
402. [A. 8. tyman, to bring forth. Teem 
is generally used intransitively ; here it 
is transitive.] 

thane, an earl, i. 56. In early English 
histoiy, a noble next below the rank of 
ealdorman. The title was superseded by 
that of Baron after the Norman Con- 
quest In Scotland, where it was synony- 
mous with earl, it continued in use till 
the end of the fourteenth century. 
[A,S. thegn, from thegnian, to serve; 
Ger. dieneUf which appears in "/cfc 
JHen" I serve, the motto of the Prince of 

. Wales.] 

A — ^- 1-^^ ^ outstrip, TV. 288. 



cut across.] 



top foremost, it. 58. 

itch, as in a net, i. 888. 

et] 

open, like a trench, iii. 

ier; L. trans-scPndere, to 



Undone, not done, l 801. [A.S. itn-, 
negative prefix, — see intrenchant^ana 
done. To undo, usually signifies to 
reverse after being done ; here wndone 
means not done at alL] 

Utterance, extremity, III. 70. See Note. 
[F. outrance, excess.] We have another 
example of the change of u into ou in 
utmost and ouimost. 



yizard, a mask, in. 175. [Another form 
of vieor. vigor, that part of a helmet 
which ' is movable, and enables the 
wearer to aee / F. visi^: L. vims, seen.] 

▼Onch'd, pledged, in. 252. [N. F. voucher, 
to call, or bear witness.] 

vantage, convenience, superiority, ad- 
vantage, 1 . 180, 856. [F. apcmt, forward I 
See Avaunt.] 

valonr, strength of mind, intrepidity, i. 
420. iL. vaUre, to be strong.] 



Wanton, revelling, luxuriating, l 266, 
where the adj. is used for the participle, 
wantoning [W. gvMntan, apt to run off]. 

wassaU, health drinking, jovial merry- 
making, I. 444. [A.8 tues, imp. of 
wesan, to be, and hdl, healthy. The ear- 
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liest AotliBO of the custom is on the 
ocoasion of the meeting of Vortlgem 
with Bowena, who, "presenting him 
with a cnp of wine, exclaimed, 'Lord 
King, vues-HXTL,'" that is, literally, 
* * health he to you. "] 

weird, skilled in witchcr^, i. S. [A.a 
wyrd, a word; comp. "fate" from L. 
fatumy something spoken (and irrevoc- 
able), from /ari] 

Wlilles, whilst, IX. 60. [A.S. hwil, time, 
from awylian, to revolve; E. whiU, a 
time, in " a long while," etc. ; Sc. whiUSy 
sometimes. Comp. Ger. zwoeiUn, at 
whiles, i.e., sometimes.] 

wholesome, sound, prosperous, iv. 831. 
[A.S. h&U sound; and sofiM: Ger. -sam 
a termination denoting quality. 1 

Whose, ly whom, l 215. [This use of the 
possessive to express the agent, must 
be distinguished from its usual geni- 
tive signification, q/whom] 



With, by means of, by, i. 189 ; iii. «1. 
[A.S. wWhy near or against.] 

Wlthali with, but more emphatic than 
with alone, i. 186, 806; n. 120. [WU%, 
and aU. It is usually an adverb, 
meaning "likewise, or besides."— <See 
IV. 272, and 1 Ktqgs xix. 1.) In the 
text, it is used as a prep., and as such 
is placed after its object] 

Witness'd, borne witness to, attested, 
IV. 410. [A. 8. wUomy to know.] 

WOOingly. winnin«^, i. 865. [A.8. 
wogan^ to courtl 

wrench 'd, takenT)v force, wrung, ni. 61. 
[AS. wrinjwwi, to twist, wrest, wring. "l 

mwdkt wreck, ruin, i. 190. [See Skip- 
vmuxing.^ 



Testy, frothy, raging, iv. 50. [A.& y«<, 
a storm ; ystiQy stormy.] 



ABBBEVIATIONS USED IN THE NOTES AND VOCABULARY. 



abs. 




inteij. 


. intoijection. 


adv., 




intrans.. 


. intransitive. 


app.. 


. apposition. 
. attribuUve. 


lit. 


. . literally. 


a&.. 


n., . 


. noun. 


oL, . 


. clause. 


nom.. 


. nominative. 


comp.. 


. compare. 


ol^., 


. object, or ol^ective. 


COI\j., 

coustr., 
cor.. 


. conjunction. 


p., . 


. past tense. 


. construe. 
. correlative. 


p&. 


. past participle. 
. phrase. 


dim.. 


. diminutive. 


prep.. 


. preposition. 


ind.. 


. imperative. 
. indicative. 


rel. 


. relative. 


scil!. 


. scilicet, supply. 


inf., 
A.-B., 


• infinitive. 


trans.. 


. transitive. 


. Anglo-Saxon. 


L., . 


. Latin. 


Dan., 


. . Danish. 


N.F., 


. Norman-French. 


Du., . 


. Duteh. 


O.N., 


. Old Norse. 


B., . 


. English. 


Buss.; . 


. Russian. 


P. . , 


. French. 


Sc. . 


. Scottish. 


Ger.. 


. German. 


Sw., 


. Swedish. 


Goth., 


. Gothic. 


W., . . 


. Welsh. 


Gr., 


. Greek. 


hJl, 


. Holinshed. 


Ic, . . 


. Icelandic. 


J., . 


. Jamieson. 


It.. . . 


. Italian. 


Wed. 


. Wedgewood. 
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